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This report summarizes developments noted throughout 
Southeast Asia available to NSA at time of publication on 
01 January 1968. All information in this report is based 
entirely on SIGINT except where otherwise specific&lly 
indicated. 
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SITUATION SUMMARY 

In Military Region (MR) 5 in South Vietnam, communications 
serving Vietnamese Communist units in the Quang Nam-Quang Tin 
:Province border area continue to reflect Allied tactical activity. 
~he relocations of the probable Gia Lai Provincial Unit in Pleiku 
:Province and the possible Hq, 18B Regiment, PAVN 5th Division 
·in Kar1h Hoa Province were also noted, In the western highlands, 
:indications of impending attacks against Allied forces in th8 
:oak To area of western Kontum Province have appeared in messages 
:passed between elements of the PAVN 1st Division, PAVN B3 
:Front. 

In the DMZ, reports on increased ground activity near Khe 
:sanh were contained in ccmmunicE..tions possibly serving elements 
: associated with the PAVN 29th Regiment. 
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I. COMMUNIST SOUTHEAST ASIA 

A. MILITARY 

1. Vi c tr,aracs s Ccrnmuni.st Communications - South Vietnam 

Military Region 5 

Re fl ections of Allied activity continue tc appear in 
communications s erving Vie tname s e Communist units in the Quang 
Nam-Quang Tin Province ar ea. Hq, PAVN 2nd Division~- located 
on 31 Dec embe i:- in southern Quang Nam near 15-41N 108-06E 
(AT 869324) -- indicated or: the sam':: dat e that it had be en in 
a difficult situation en 30 Dec ember and that it intende d to 
move on 1 January. On l .January the division headquarters again 
indicated that it was about to r e locate . In the same are a the 
probable Hq, 2nd Division Forward El s ment, located on 28 Dec ember 
near 15-39N 108-07E (AT 912310), indicated on 31 December that 
it was in a difficult situation. An unidentified subordinate 
of Hq, MR 5 Provincial lni_t Control - ·- located in southern 
Quang Nam near 15 - SON 108-lOE (AT 985506) on 25 December - 
reported on 31 Deci:;mbcr that it too was in a difficult situation, 
in combat and r eque sted that close c oIDr::~unications be maintained. 

In northeastern Q"J.a.ng Tin an unidentified subordinate of 
the probable Quang Nam Provincial Unit ~ located on 13 December 
near l 5-48N 108-25E (Ecr:' 24-5466) ~ inform::; d the provincial unit 
twice on 31 D~.:: c emb'=r t hat it wa.s about to move . In other activity 
in this area i Hq ~ l'1R 5 Ma in Force Unit Control was located in 
west-central Quang Tin ne &r 15-27N 106 - 59E (zc 135075) on 
30 December, approximat 1s ly 1 7 km south of i t s 27 December position , 

In the wes t ern highlands t h~ p robable Gia Lia Provincial 
Unit: located near 14-llN 108 - llE (AR 968694) in nor t hern 
Ple iku Province on 30 Dici c embsr, &.pproxirr:at r:'! ly 31 km southwest 
of its 29 Novembe r 1osition i re ported on 31 Dec embe r that it 
was about to move . 
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Finally, i n Kha nh Hoa Prcv i ncec: the po s sible Hq, PAVN 
18B Regiment ~ PAVN 5t h Divi sicn mov "J d approximat e ly 20 km 
eastward be tween 13 and 31 Decembe r t o a pos i tion near 
12-23N 109-03E (BP 885686)~ about 15 km we st of Nha Trang, 

(2/G12/VCM/R0001 -68 , Ol0300Z ; R1742-67, 311915Z ; Rl 741-67 5. 

311550; Rl740-67, 311 552Z ; Rl739 -67 1 311415Z; Rl736-67, 
311323Z; Rl 734 -67 , 311045Z ; Rl733-67 , 3108352; Rl732 - 67 , 
310650Z; Rl731 -67, 310531 Z ; Rl730 - 67 5 310525Z; Rl 729 -67t 
310645Z DEC) ( ..,FGliiliiT 0rt;EIH) 

Indications of impending at t acks on Allie d forc e s near 
Dak To in Kontum Province by elements 0£ the PAVN 1st Division 
PAVN B3 Front have been noted in SIGINT since 31 De cerrbe r o 
The s e attacks have been d i scussed in me ssage s pass E: d by Military 
Inte lligence (MI) e l e ments of th':~ PAVN 1st Division and two 
unidentified e l ement s prcbably £ssociate d with the division. 

On 31 Dec emb,;r , one o f tJu":! unidE. ntified el ements - -
the probable autr. o r i.ty o f che two - - informe d its subordinat e 
(addressed C2) that " t h e ene my has wi thdrawn from Bai Le 
(unlocate d) and from othe r hills in t hs area." "The division's 
ord_er" for C2 was to quickly str i ke "i:he ob jective ." It was 
further stated : "On 2 January~ rnakE an f::ffort t o conserve 
your ammunition; on 3 January, you mus t f i r e me thodically." 
The authority then stated t ha t the r e we r e to be two attacks, 
with the first occurr ing a t: 1700G, apparently on 2 January. 
The subordinate was the n ord':!r ~d t o r'::'ma i n in the area for 
12 hours .and to appa r,::n t ly at t ack ag.ain at 0500G on 3 January . 
The authority the:n s t at,.:d , "If yo u c.:sn °'t: find a w.a y to attack 
that targe t , ths n find a way to a.r.:. tack VlO ( un identified) and 
Ngoc Hoi (14 -47N 107 - 53E, YB 8125). [When you] ar e finished, 
send in r econnaissanci:' t eams t o de ts:·rmin,:: t h r:: r e sults of the 
attack. The uni t is to r e: urn t o th2 o ld command post of the 
66th Regiment." The authority also mE,nt ioned K9 ( probably 
the 9th Battalion of th,:; 66th Re giment : subordinate to the 1st 
Division) , 

-3 -

TOP ~~GR&r TRIP>J~ 



Doc ID: 6636689                                      Doc Ref ID: A6636688

TOP SECRET TRI~~E 
3 /O /STY /RC"'i.-68 

Approximat e ly one hour later on 31 De c ember, another 
message possibly from the subordinate stated 11C2 has already gone 
out to KB (probably the 8th Battalion , 66th Regiment), then 
to El8. At this timP , I am sending THANG 1 s de tachment out to 
the command post of the 66th (Regiment).n El8 may r e present 
Worksite 18 which has been unde r constant surveillance by MI 
e l ements of the PAVN 1st Division. 

On 1 January, thE: MI Section (MTS), H.q, 1st Division, 
passe d the following me ssage to a subordinate , aoparently 
activate d be tween 26 and 29 December: "The 3rd Airborne unit 
assembled at the airfield on 1 January to r e turn to Saigon. 
Overcome every difficulty in ~ecuring positions prior to OSOOG 
on 3 January. Wait until the ~-oldiers form up and, when the 
C-130' s land, make ar. artille ry attack and annihilate the m." 
This new MI subordinate was located on 31 December near 14.-36N 
107-44E (YB 957149), about 9 km southwe st of Dak To. 

(2/Gl2/VCM/Rl738-6 7 , 311410Z; 2/Gl2 IVCM/TOC04-67, 010721Z; 
T0006-67, 011300Z) (SFTPf'.i iAVIF) 
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2, DRV Comrm.1n.·icati.ons 

DMZ Area 

Corri.munications pcssibly s.::.rving the: PAVN 29th Regiment
associated elements have: reflected increased ground activity 
in the Khe Sanh area. A r,aportE:d clash with an Allied 
reconnaissance tsam en 30 Dec,:::mbE"r resulted in four "enemy" 
killed and two wour.ded, with a ,1\:vintity of ec;:u.ipment captured 
by PAVN forces. On 31 December an ,:,lement reported reconnoitering 
the areas of Miet Xa. (16-42N 106-40.E, XD 805478), Phu Can Ap 
(16·-42N 106-40E, XD 79848L~) and Moc Bai Xa (16 - 1+3N 106-42E, 
XD 829498). Rcccnnaissance of Hill 845 (16-40N 106-40E, XD 778439) 
was also reported. On 1 January an unident i fied element r2ported 
that three weapons and four maps had been lost, and that t wo 
cadre were missing and two othc::r men wounded in another unsp,"cified 
battle. Terrain reconnaissance by cadre and completion of 
unidentified preparations hav•:: also been mentioned, further 
indicating probable impending offc:nsiv2 actions in the Khe 
Sanh area. (iiORliflf ii.I FUT) 
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Change to 3/0/STY/R311-67 

I. A. 2., PAVN High Cornmand/304th-320th Infantry Division: 

Second sentence of this item should read: "A re
evaluation of the PAVN High Command-controlled corrrrnunications 
group serving "way stations" ALFA through ECHO J_ndicates that 
station BRAVO is possibly located in thP, vicinity of 17-0SN 
106-45E (XD 8789) vice 19-SON 105-25E (WG 4394) as 
previously reported." 
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