Doc ID: 6632219 Doc Ref ID: A6632218 I

TABLE OF CONTENTS

The Tet Offensive

Introduction
Pre-Tet Period
Pre-Tet Activity Prior to 25 January
Introduction
Military Region 5
PAVN B3 Front Area
Loth Artillery Regiment Shells Dak To,
3, 4 and 5 January
Tactical Activity in B3 Frout Area in
First Half of January
Forward Tactical Elements, lst Division
and B3 Front Headquarters, Pleiku Split
First Reference to "N-Day* Noted, 13 Jan 68
Concentrations of Enemy Elements Develop
in Tri-vorder Area and Pleiku
B3 Front Headquarters Authority and PAVN
lst Division Headquarters Element Dis-
cuss Attack Plans in Pleiku Province
Enemy Elements Maneuver in Kontum and
Darlac Provinces
Tactical Activity in Highlands Imminent,
2k January 1968
PAVN 3rd Division and Southern Front/PAVN 5tl.
Divisions
PAVN 2nd Division
Enemy Elements in 2nd Division Area Tactically
Active, 2-3 Jan
PAVN 2nd Division Elements Relocate
Group UL and LO2nd Sapper Battalion Identified
in Communications
Enemy Operations Throughout Coastal Provinces
of MR 5 Reportedly Imminent
Military Region Tri-Thien-Hue

ARVN III CTZ
Intelligence Reporting by 9th Division MI
Elements
oth Division MI Elements Resume Reporting, 7,
Jan 68

Activity of Major Communications Controls
in III CTZ, Jan 68

i

Declassified and Approved for Release by NSA on 12-06-2018 pursuant to E.O.

135286




Doc ID: 6632219 Doc Ref ID: A6632218

Indications of a Growing Communicati ons
Alert Status, 23-25 Jan
Pre-Tet Activity from 25 January to Beginning
of the Tet Offensive
T.e 25 January Report
Military Region 5, 25-29 Jan
PAVN B3 Front (Western Highlands)
PAVN 2nd, 3rd, 5tn Divisions, (Coastal
Provinces)
ARVN IIT and IV Corps Area, 25-29 Jan
The Tet Attacks
ARVK II Corps Area
PAVN B3 Front Area (Pleiku, Kontum and Darlac)
Kontum Province
Darlac Province
PAVY 3rd Division Area (Binn Dinh)
Southern Front/PAVN 5t: Division Area (Phu Yen
and Khanh Hoa)
I Corps Area
PAVN 2nd Division Area (Quang Nam, Quang Tin
and Quang Ngai)
MR TTH (Quang Tri and Thua Thien)
III Corps
IV Corps
Tre Aftermath
MR 5
B3 Front Area
PAVN 2nd, 3rd and 5th Divisions
MR TTH (Queng Tri and Thua Thien)
IIT Corps

VC 5th Division Active in Bien Hoa Area, Feb 68
Enemy E ements Continue in Attack Posture in Binh

Duong Province
Assessment of Pre-Tet Intelligence
SIGINT Information During the pre-Tet Period

Nature of the Tet Offensive and Its Effects on SIGINT

Capability
I Corps

IT Corps
ITT Corps

Review of Major SIGINT Indicators and Their Observance

in the Pre-Tet Period

The Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board Investi-

gation
Thie NSA Memo to the Working Group

ii

Page

110
L
128
128
128
135
143

153

156
159
159

159
163
164
167

172

180
181



Doc1D: 6632219

MAPS

DocRef ID; A6632218

The Working Group's Interim Report
The Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board Reports
to the President

Concentration of B3 Front Elements in Tri-border
Area, mid-January 1968

Concentration of B3 Front Elements on Pleiku-Kontum
Province Border, mid-January 1968

1st Division Headquarters Element Reports on Allied
Activity and Enemy Movements, 18 Jan 68

3rd Division Dispositions, Jan 68

5th Division Dispositions, Jan 68

Enemy Dispositions in Quang Nam-Quang Tin Border Area,
mid-Jan 68

2nd Division Elements Reposition, Jan 68

MI Elements Report on Allied Activity in North-
eastern Tay Ninr, mid-Jan 68

Disposition of Controls and Subordinates Discussed
in 15 January Report

PAVN lst Division Hg Element Receives Instructions
for Attacks in Western Pleiku, 29 Jan 1968

1st Division MI Elements Discuss Attack Plans in
Kontum Province

Enemy Elements Relocate to an Area South of Ban Me
Thuot, late Jan 68

PAVN 3rd Division Elements Concentrate Along Coast,
late Jan 68

Unidentified Control Element Orders Attack in Vicinity
of ARVN 5lst Regiment, 27 Jan 68

Pleiku Province

PAVN Elements Threaten Duc Co, 30 Jan-2 Feb 68

Kontum Province

Disposition of Major B3 Front Elements in Kontum
and Pleiku Provinces at Time of Tet Attacks

PAVN Elements Near Bek To at Time of 1 Feb Attack

Enemy Elements Concentrate near Ban Me Thuot,
30 Jan 68

Darlac, Quang Duc, Lam Dong, Tuyen Duc, Binh Thuan
and Ninh Thuan Provinces

Binh Dinh Province

Phu Yen Province

Khanh Hoa Province

PAVN 2nd Division Elements Initiate Tactical Com-
munications, 30 Jan 68

iii

Page
183
188



* Doc ID: 6632219 Doc Ref ID: A6632218

Page
2nd Division Combat Elements Just Prior to Attacks
in Quang Nam-Quang Tin 98
Quang Nam and Quang Tin Provinces 100
Quang Ngal Province 102
Enemy Elements Concentrate West of Quang Ngai City
Prior to Tet Attacks 104
Quang Tri and Thua Thien Provinces 105
Enemy Elements Gather Near Hue Immediately Prior
to Attack Against Hue 107
Enemy Elements Near Hue, Early Feb 68 109
Binh Long and Tay Ninh Provinces 111
Binh Duong, Gia Dinh, Han Nghia, Long An Provinces 11la
Bien Hoa, Long Khanh and Phuoc Tuy Provinces 113
VC 5th Division Combat and MI Elements in Bien Hoa
and Long Khanh Provinces, Jan 68 116
Enemy Elements in Binh Duong Province Area Prior to
Attacks on Allied Bases, 3 February 1968 118
Enemy Elements in Dinh Tuang and Surrounding Area
Time of Major Attacks Against My Tho, Ben Tre
and Cao Lanh 123
P IV Corps 126
MI Elements Supporting PAVN Activity Near Dak To
Damaged by B-52 Strike, U4 Feb 129
PAVN Elements Relocate, February 1968 131
PAVN Elements Maneuver in Ban Me Thuot Area, Feb 1968 133
3rd Division Dispositions, Feb 68 134
Southern Front/S&H Division Dispositions Feb 68 136
2nd Division Movements in Vicinity of Hai An and Da Nang
Feb 68 137
2nd Divisionand Group 44 Dispositions, mid-February 68 BRI
PAVN Dispositions in Quang Ngai Province, Feb 68 142
The Battle for Hue, February 1968 1hh
803rd and 812th Regiment Elements Near Quang Tri
City, Feb 68 151
34th Division Dispositions, Feb 68 155
Enemy Elements in Lai Khe - Ben Cat Area, Feb 68 157

iv



Doc | x-6632219

Doc Ref 1D:; A6632218

I, INTIODUCTION

On the night of 29-30 Junuary 1968,

iod established for the Yet heliday

delivered a devastating series of attis
military targets in rnopuletion centers

The following nignt, major

throughout sSouth 13 werz, as the Tet offensive

Additional targets were struck on the night of 31
During the next few days, several more terpgels were
continued in some cities attacked during the first
end of the first week of February, the let o

The original atbacks of 30 and 31 Janurry he
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or follow up the originzl assaults with 2 fresh wave of attacks. On 1

February and in the succeeding few days, some of these elements were cor-

mitted as the eneny sought to nress udvantages geined in the initial steges
of the offensive. iowever, the hoped-for genercl uprising did not take
place, and Allied forces rezcted swiftly to the initiszl assaults, 4 con-

siderable portion of the enemy force reneined uncomitted; those atizcks

. . 5l . ; s t
which did teke place &fter the first wave were generally unsuccessful,
as 4llied forces were sble to expel the utitackers alnost irmediately in
most areas,

The Vietnanese Cormunist violetion of the tréditionel lunar llew

Year pause in hostilities was not unprecedented in Vietnamese history.

led by dpuyen ilue delivered ean attack during

g
of

In 1789, o Vietniuess erny

Tet against a totally unsusnecting rnd unprenired Chinese ermy which hed

siezed Hanoi. Alded.by comnlete tactical surnrise znd the temporarily
poor fighting condition of the Chinese solciers, :iguyen Hue's army rou~

ted the invaders and drove them from Fenoi. ‘owever, the Tet offensive

marked the first time that Vietnarese had ever attacked. Vietnemese curing

the Tet holidays.

Although considerable evidence pointing to attacks during Tet had
g : ]

S

been available in advance, the lonrunists achieved 2 measure of tacticel

S —
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surprise in meny arezs, chiefly because of the unnrecedented scone and

L

nature of their attacks., 4 CIi Tnteliiz rce ilerorendun,

ﬁ
2y
[
@
(5518

21 February

1968, discussed the Yet attacks curing the 30 Jenuary-13 Februsary neriod,

In describing the scope of the wneny ofi'ensive, the nemorsndum observed

that urban centers were the princinal tarpsis:

vl e

"The intensity of the Coumunist Tet offensive is reflec-—
ted in the fact that 39 of South Vietnam's Li nrovineisl capi-
tals, plus the autononmous cities I ¢ and sSaigeon were attecked.
411 of them were %ubiectoﬂ to arti ; ‘

te arti ¥ mortar Iire or ground
assault, and nost of them were hii within the first three days,
At least 35 of these canitals and th 7D fUTOnNcrous cities were

physically renctrited by Corwunis
least 71 district c<w¢ualu were 2
aimed at civilian centers of subn
stallations such &s base camns,
cilities. eae"

forces. 1In addition, at
o attrcxzeds The offensive was
3 «

T well es militery in-
r fields, rnd logisticel fa-

w,,, ks a raimwn objective, the Cormunists howed\t@e cem~
paign would culrinate in & general uprising which would ’?VO%YG
severe defeats for sllied militery forces and would lead to U5
withdreval from south Vietnam. At the srme tire, they rlso
hopec that large-scale political ~gitation comhined yith gt—
tacks on urben areas would result in the collapse of the south
Vietnanese goverrsienl eee

5
2l

5 Yoo 5 P Sl e -
The Tet offcﬂ%lve also hes several more immedizte taful
<

cal objectives: (1) to disperse and tie dowm Allied nilitery
units in defensive DOSWuLoﬂQ, (2) to disrunt Joubth Vietnamese
centers of political authorizy, and (3} to dermonstrate the

rese goverrrent U nrotect the

inability of the south Vietnex

s i 5 g 3 v e . vy Sy
pOpulatlon. in cddition, the Comunists may te ttearnting to
. PR S ?’: et
gein greuter control over & larger sgg‘ent_?f u?. rursl ponu
lation Ly uilsrusting or destreying the necliicailon Progren

5

whnile allied fo ces are civerted io the nrotection of urben

BIetSe sew’

The memorandum then ascessed eneny goins. slthousa the Corvaunists

o < = - "' i ; Yisw m ol '_:_:"_‘ ,(.L. 3 _\,‘e o Y
hed failed to svark o general uprising, they nad ailsiupuec i South
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and pointed up the inabiliiy of the govern.ent to

protect the peonle, 6/

Despite these gzins, the nemorendur continued, the Corrmnists hed failed

to organize significant pooular supnort, In addition, they had suffered

severe losses, varticulerly anong elite senper and special action units,

Although the official casualty total of 32,5L9 eneny cdead was exaggerated,

.

losses had been heavy. Allied dead were listed as 3,383, a2nd Alliec forces

captured nearly 8,000 individual wWeapnons sna over 1,200 crew served wea-

v

pons during the Tet attacks,

The memorancun estimated thet perhaps 58,000 enemy troops took part

in ‘et attacks throughout South Vietnanm, It notes that this fipure is

prpbably far short of the éctual nwiber of eneny troops committed, inas-

much as nany local units were built up just wrior to the Tet attacks,

. . .
P s é o h 4w 1oer

A

¥ it - < (3 Ll v ‘ H( -dend

. . - \ g s . 1 PO s} f
LlnltS Ilot Llenb_.oned in LilO \./1.“» Briorentil were Anvoiaved 1n t}le Leb QL=

actual total

i i & wer than the
fensive. Thus, the figure of 58,000 is fer lower t

* A
| i "to pattle during Yet.
of enemy troops committed' to ovattle I3
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CIA Intelligence rerorandum, Communist Units Participating in

Attacks Zuring Tet Offensive 30 January Through 13 Feb-

ruary 1968 : 21 Februery 19648
3% 4 B 3R 3 3 B S AR B % ¥ %% o

" Given ‘the confused nature of the fighting, end the closeness to
" events, order of battle designations contained in the CIA memorandum

are, of necessity, incomplete. There wre some discrepancies between

o
‘

collateral holdings on enery units which took part in Tet attacks, In
some cases, this chapter has been able to resolve them, and in genersl,
information on the activities of major PAVN and VC units cduring the ner-

iod is fairly relicble. Identification of local forces and auxiliary

v

guerilla .units involved is definitely incomplete :nd imprecise, Infor-

" uwation on enemy order of battle dispositions during the Tet attacks rep-
resents & synthesis of the limited availzble collateral,

~“The provincial maps which accompany swmnaries of Tet attacks in

various areas were compiled from information contained in the CIL: memo~

“randume . Cities attacked during the 30 Januery-13 February period are

- designated by an "X". These maps are somevhat misleading. OSince the

mmemorandun was issued just three weeks zfter the start of the Tet offen-
w5 ﬂv_-'_:,‘-_z,;,v

‘:.w“ sy, EE w..:;, ﬁ‘.ﬂ.‘? ';‘;?v;“- i

e I R

S
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sive, it includes some attacks which should not, in retrospect, be con-

sidered part of that ofrfensive. The CIi memorandum includes all attacks

which took place between 30 January and 12 lFebruary =zs part of the offen-

sive. “the cutoff point of 13 Fcbruary does not mean that CIA analysts

believed at the time that the Tet offensive was terminated on thet dete;

it represents the efrectiye date of their information. In addition, in a
number of‘cases, the urban center itself‘was not attacked; an instellation
in the inmediate vieinity wes the target. The maps meke no such distine-
tion. In contrast, zttacks on targets not in the immediate vicinity of
p#ovincial and district capitals wefe generally omitted. One example of
this is.the 31 January shelling of Usi-808 and Us lierine installations at
Phu Bei. These attacks were nuaerous &and widespread, Thus, the maps
provide & somewhat distorted view of the “et attacks, by focusing etten-~
tioﬁ only on attacks in or around major administretive headquarters, and
ignoring those in other areas., lNevertheless, the maps do provide an ex-

cellent guide to the overall scone of the enemy offensive,
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distinction, but evenis in the

This chapter will survey the 31GIKT information provided during the
period preceding the Tet aptacks, and atternt to assess its ability to
provide advance warning of the eneny offensive, <;nlike other chapters,
which focus on a particular geographical area or Corps zone,| this tregt—
ment will_feview gvents in all aress of Viebtnams The eﬁemy buildup near
Khe Sanh, and the subsequent siege of that base are omitted. That sub-

ject will be considered in a separate chipter, but in any case, this chap-

ter has made an arbitrary distinction between events in the immedieate TNiiZ
T4 ”

area and those elsewhere in Vietnam, livents in éhé“hné”Saﬁhﬂ&rea and
those which took place in the eastern Dl cren zre not cdvered in this
réview of the let offensive.  is indicated, this is, perheps, #n arbitrary
Tiid area appesar to have their owvn tempo.
Obviously, thé siege of illhe senn was releted to the ‘et offensive. The
G

Korth Vietnamese commenced tacnical activity in the Khe Sanh area én 20
Jamuary, just ten deys prior to the start of the let ~ttacks, and in the
eastern JliZ afea, eneny upits concucted aggressive activity north of the

L

Harine defensive line of Cemp Carroll-Cem Lo-Gio “inh., These cemnsigns
were related, in that activity in one arez limited Allied ontions in other

areas, but they were distinct. rerhaps & comperable situstion existed

in our own Civil wWar, in 186L. \hile shermen was driving through Georgia,

AR S et g
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Grant was meneuvering in the Héshington~mi¢hm§nd corridor. <These were
two ;eparate, buv closely rglated canpaigns, both in ultinate objective,
.and insofar as each prevented the Confedefacy from teking adequate mea-
sures té éppoée the other,

" The treatment of events leqding up to the let offensive is primerily
designed to portray‘the intelligence picture presented to SIGINT consu=
mers prior to the Tet‘attgcks, with emphasié on the intelligence indica-
tors which ;arned of fbrthcoming attacks., Interpretation and interpola-
tion have been minimized, for the focus is strictly og the informagion

available to SIGILT consumers at the time, and the interpretation given

to this information at that time. This section concludes at a point imme-

diate;y preceding the Tet attacks. Next, the Tet attacks ere reviewed,
 area by grea? along with SIGlNT information predicting attacks which took
place immediately following the initial wave. Finélly, the post-Tet per-
‘iod is summérized, bringing‘the narretive to mid-February when a smeller
‘round of’assaults dnd shellings struck 21 najor tafgoﬁs. In view of the
considerable controversy which'iater Geveloped concerning en alleged
: “inteiligencélgap", this chabter concludes with an assessment of the role
of SIGiRTliﬁ providing pre-Tet intelligence warnings. Two relevant docu=

ments are reviewed and discussed in cetail- a draft document prepared by a
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VZUDID boara‘which investigated the pre-Tet intelligence posture, and an

v.ev'b at3 o ¥ snared i'agr the i r;. H r 7 i 3
' aluation later prepared for the President oy his roreign Intelligence

Advisory Loard.
II. THE PRE-TET PERIOD

The pre-fet period has been divided into two paerts in this treztment,
The first pert covers Activity prior to 25 January, when 5f published a
lengthy report warning of an imminent cocrdinated offensive throughout
South Vietnam. The second part details SIGLLY information and enemy acti-
viﬁies from 25 Jarnuary to a_point irmediately preceding the start of the Tet
attacks.,

This division has been nmacde because the focus of SIGINT revorting
_changed &s of 25 January. Yrom that point, the 3IGILT corrmunity, alerted
to the probability of an imninent, widesn read offensive, concentrated on

developing additional informntion on that offensive, in &n effort to ascer-

tein its nature, timing and objectives.

A PF.E-TET ACTIVITY PHIO: TO 25 JANUALY
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1. INTEODUCTION

The first indications of major enemy activity in IE 5 were received
on 13 January, when two unidentified elements in Pleiku Province referenced

"N-Day" in a message. "N-Day" is the Vietnaiese Coxmumist equivelent of

"D-Day". Within a few days, SIGIKT snalysts noted = growing cluster of

enenmy elements in two separate areas in the western highlands, The first,
in the tri-border area of Kontum Province, Laos and Cembodia, included
dq, B3 Front; Hd, PAVN 1st Division and its MNilitary Intelligence Section

(MIS); and the PAVN 32nd, 66th and 174th cegirents. The second concen~

ot

) 2 2 : 3 2 L] 1~ Y Ly 15 . 1 3 sl
‘tration was developing in the Kontum-Pleiku irovince borcer area, On 16

January, a B3 Front Headguarters authority detailec vlans for enemy action
in Pleiku Province to & 1st Division headquarters element within Pleiku
Province, liessages exchanged between these two headquarters played a

significant part in SIGLIT renorting before, during and after the Tet

- attacks.

During the next several days, these elements passed other messages

dealing with plamned attacks in Pleiku ~rovince, and Allied installations

in the Pleiku city area were struck repeatedly by enemy fire attacks be-

tween 19 and 27 January.
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The concentration of enemy troops in the tri-border area of lzos,
Cambodia &nd Kontwi continued to grow, and by 22 Januery, the PAVK 2Lhth
hegiment.had Joined this concehtration. In addition, another cluster of
eneny elements was building in Darlac Province., Turing the remsining few
days prior.to 25 Jenuary, there were frequent references to M}i-Day", and

¢

continued strong indications that enemy zctivity in the B2 Front area was

imminent,

In contrast to the consideruble evidence pointing to major hostile
activity in the B3 Front area of Hontum, Pleiku and Tarlac Provinces,

little evidence accunulated pointing to similar activity in the PAVE 3rd

' Division area in [inh Linh ‘rovince, or the Southern Front/PAVN 5th Divi-

f

sion area in Phu Yen, hhenh Hoa and Phu Bon., However, in the Quang Kan-
Quang Tin area, SIGILT reflected the repositioning of PAVH 2nd Division

elements toward the

coast in mid-Januery. On 24 January, [iSfywarned of

impending hostile action throughout the coastal provinces of Quang Nam,
Quang Tin, Queng ligei, Binh Dinh, rhu Yen and Khanh Hoa, based on 2 mes-
sage passed by Hq, it 5. By this time, references to "N-Day" had appeared

on a éommunications facility serving the PAVY 2nd Division; the PAVE 3687

and 68th Artillery iegiments; and the 402n: Sapper Battalion. Leferences

e i

" to "N-Day" in this area and in the B3 Front area provided .the first indi-

cztions of & coordinated offensive.

o i - ——————-

o,

' |
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Activity

ilitary iegion iri Thien iHue (il
authority.

was highlighted by the emergence of the rorwerd Llement
By 21 January, this

HEOTTH as a
Just ten kilometers from rue, and was communicating with un to ten subor
dinates, including the 2

PEVE
thrust at Hue,

Lth, 6th anc 9th -egiments.

ding Ha, i

i

On 23 January, SIGIKT product alerted consumers toa potential enemy
Bl

2jor enery elements were now gathering near
TTH and its Forward
Activity in the

ue, inclu-
enent, and the PAVI 6th iment,
ALV 111 Corps area prior to 2
by the resumption of intelligence revorting b
5th and 9th Divisions, and
the area.

5 Jenuary was highlighted
Ve

i1 elements serving the VC
continuing exnansion of communications in
5th Division I elements had resumed intelligence collection
activities on 6 January, after having been virtuslly inactive since 12
Phuoce Long
Septenber: 1967 The focus of 5th Division interest was southern i ,
Province, VC 9th Division il elements also resuned intelligence reporting
on 6 January 1968 after & silence of severzl weeks, nlements of the C95
keconnalso“nce uompnnj, a Gth Tivision subordinste, begzn intelligence
collection activities in northeast Tay nlnh Province.,
area was the L6th o
ligence information to its

1so active in ths
r-t.econnaissance Sethalion, which wes
| rent n
Bureau, CUSVI

b
ercqusé rters

ajor
rters had relocabed to a position

TH) in early January

2
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During January, severall cormmunicetions grouns controlled by major
5
new control authorities continued to exnand, iost of these grouns were
O A
: I
. ! . . i . £ 5 - -~ > . -
first activated in Uctober 1967, end their subscribers inciuded elesents of

all three divisions in III CTZ, including the VC 5th and 9th and the PAVE

Tth Division. One of the new groups sServed a major front headouarters in

i 7
"y

‘Binh long ‘rovince; another was controlled by & detsached element of the VG

5th Division headquarters; two more were closely associa£ed with the PAVH
7th Division,

Thg‘activity described in the‘preceding paragraphs led S5IGINT ana-
lysts to concluce that the Communists were planning a wmessive coordinated

5

offensive, and prouzptec Loi to issue its report to thst effect on 25 Yenuery.

2. HMILITARY SEGION 5

Ae oV 53 F..0LT AREA

LOTH AXTILLEY .JGIIEEIT SisLis DK TO, 3, 4 AND 5 JAWUALY

During early January 1968, enemy intellisence elerents in Sfontum Pro-
vince were engaged in preparations for & series of fire attacks on Dak To
Airfield, The 1 January 3oi3 reviewed several Usl-60L translations of mes-

sages exchanged by 1ilitery intelligence elements of the ;;VH 1st Division,

73
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thich indicated that the first of two attaciks was scheduled for 1700 hours,
~local tine, on 2 Jangary. A4 1 Jenuery message {rom the liilitary Intel-
ligence section (iiIs), PAVE Tst Division to a subordinate which had been
activated in late Uecenber revealed that the eneny intended to fire on an
ARVN Airborne unit on 3 January, when it was forming up ¢t Lak Te Alr-
field prior to being airlifted to saigon., This subordinate later sent
‘messages to HIs, 1st Division addressed from "I-13", vossibly the 13th
Alr Defense battalion., Collateral holdings indicate that the 13th Adr
Defense battalion is subordinate to the PAVI. I1st Division.

The 3 January S:45 oprovided further incdicetions of forthcoming fire

e
s

attacks on Lsk To Airfield. The .15, 1st Uivision egrin ordered its

)

subordinate to fire on an ALV Adrborne bvattle groun of three bettalions,

s

scheduled to leave for saigon on 2 Januery, lleanwhile, another NI element
‘reported to kIS, !st Division about illied dispositions in the Dak To area,

SEAS for 4 Jenuary highlighted e message from the i1 element near Tak

(&)

-

To to the ], 1st Division., ‘“The :'I element reported thet it was havin
3 A

1

problems in orgenizing fire attacks on Lak To as a result of illied stre-
fing and bombing. woerlier, this subordincte had renorted thet K-13 (nos-

sibly the 13th iir Defense sattalion) had teken five rounds in its ssserbly

area.

e
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“,3/0/5Ty/ho1-68 1 Jan 68; 1:03-68 3 Jen 68; 104-68 1 Jen 68

s
L
1,
b4
St
S
K
<
bX
b
),
B

L and 5 ‘January. During the next
ciated with the 13th Air Lefense Battalion reported to the ![I5, 1st Tivi-
b 2
sion on the extreme difficulties vosed by Allied air snd artillery bom-
‘barcdnment and defoliztion. Possibly, these difficulties accounted for the
J

ermination of shelling after anuar desnite the MI element's ettempts

terminat f shelling after 5 Jenuary, pite t I el t's ettempt

to orgenize further fire attacks,

TACTICAL ACTIVITY Iii B3 FiONT AlLEA I FIIST HALF OF JANUARY

s During this perioc, eneny activity wes confined to fire attacks and
the ambu§h of convoys. As desribed in the vreceding paragraphs, Dak To
Airfield was‘shelled on 3, 4 and 5 January., On 10 January, contun Air-
field was mortared while th§ VG 304th pattalion attacked it with satchel
chirges, Allied férces suffered 13 killed and 21 ﬁounded in the assault,
Féur.aircraft were destroyed and eleven damaged. On 1L &nd 15 Januery, Ben
Het Fire>5uppbrt Base, a prime focus of enery interest in the Dak To erea
since the end of the Dak

To cempaign in lovember 1967, received a totel

~

of 99 rounds of 82 miliimeter recoilless rifle fire, On 15 January,. two
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~separate Allied convoys were ambushed. The Lth Zattalion, Z4th .egiment

Battalion, 955 ..egiment and the VU H-15 locel Force Zettalion ambushed a

40 vehicle convoy in eastern ’lesiku, cdestroying five tankers and two trucks,

L300
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YN T QoM i TAY vy Pyt TR L4 - » oy I b5 o TAATVANTIA T 0 - -
FORWAID TACTICAL LLoHT, 13% DIVISION AKD B3 riOLT HuADCUARTENS, PLoTHU SPLIT

?urlng this period, eneny cormwunications reflected & modification of

their command structure in Pleiku Province, The 2 January 5545 noted that
the Forward Tactical .lement, 2:Vi 1st ivision ha@ effected & split in
mideecémber 1967. One element was operating with the division headauer-
ters in Kontum, and communicating with Hq, B3 Fronts the 66th and 17Lth
hegiments{/and en unidentified susvected artillery unit. The other ele-
ment was activated in nqrthweso Pleiku, oand communicated with Hao, B3 Front
and the 32nd iegiuent.

The 10 Jeanuary ss48 noted & similar split by the B3 Front lleadquar-
ters, Fleiku Province. In addition to the reorganization of the command
structure, vpossible moves by B3 Front corbat elements were also suggested
in the 1Q January oihS. The PAVE 66th segiment and the 1st bettalion, 958
Iegiment had been inactive in communications since 1 end 3 January respec-
ti§ely._ In the past, the 513 commented, similar silences have indicated

moves by the invelvec units,
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FIEST KEFEREKCE TO "H~DAY" NOTED, 13 JALUARY 1968

On 13 January, the $4iS noted that two unidentified elements in Pleiku

Province had exchanged = message contalning references to "N-Day', the Viet-

‘namese equivalent of "D-Day", In this case, the key day was "N-Plus 4 e,

according to the message,

Sl
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}/O/::‘TY/_IQZ;@&% 13 January 1968

\.CONCENTRATIONS OF ENZMY ELEMENTS DZVELOP IN TEI-BOEDEEL AREA AND PLEIKU
In mid-January, the concentration of enemy elements in the tri-border
area. of Cambodia, Lcos and Kontuna Province wes augnented by the arrival of»
‘the PAVE 32nd hegiuent from Pleiku Province in mid-Jenuery. The 15 Jan-
uary 5BAS revealed that the 32nd .egiment had effected a relccation of
approximately 37 kilometefs vetween 2 &nd 1L Januvary, and was now in the
tri-bordef area. Concurrent with the move, the 32nd ucgi@ent r;estaﬁ-
lished communications with Hg, ist Division‘on 12 January, and.ceased com=
runications with‘the Forwafd Taétical slement, Tst Division, Pleiku Fro-
fVinCe as of 9 January. The Ban ~gginent, had not coununicafed with Ha,

1st Division since 7 December 1967,
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The 16 January Si4AS noted that the 32nd “egirment wes within 2 few

kilometers of & growing concentration of enemy elements in the tri-border

4

area, incluaing Hq, 33 rront, hontum ‘rovince;

v

Hg, PiVIn 1st Divisilong 13,
BAVE 1st Division and one subordinzte il element: Hg, Forwerd lactical

slement, PAVE 1st Division; and the 64th and 174th :egiments,

S

3/0/3TY/213-68 15 dan 68; 3/0/3TY/R1,~68 16 Jan 68

S R 2L 2L B 3L M an SE a8 AL L
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In addition to the concentretion of enemy elements in the tri-border

area of baroo dia, Laos and Honbum Province, anOuher cluster of enemy ele-

ments developed in northwestern rleiku frovince. The 17 Jdanuery 35243

warned of a growing concentretion of eneryr elements in the Pleiku-Fontum

[

; :
Province border area, This concentration included an €lement of lg, B3

Front Pleiku Province; the CGis Leaft (Fleiku) Provincisl bwlt the subcr-
clnate Fprw“r Tectical blement, P/ Vil 1st Division, which relocated t
arez, by 15 Januery; and seversl unicdentified ements, additior
that arez by 15 Januery; and severzl unidentified elements, In addition,
. ” :

the SZLS noted that the Forward slement, PivVi 1st Uivision hed joined the

~concentration in the tri-border asrea by 16 Jznuary.

SR
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E_'} FuOI\'T H [&D\QU(.A»&LJ[«O HUTE UH_LF'I AND PAVE 15T DIVISICK 'rIIA U.'.I TERS nlolwhT

DISCUSS "T”“CL PLARS

i FLIIXU ZOVIECH

- On 17 January, udi reported that & 16 Jonuery message from a B3 Front
authority in the southern fontun~Carmbodis border srea to a 1st Division

headquarters element in the northeast Fleiku-Cembodia border area had

- detailed plans for an enemy campaign in Pleiku Frovince. fccording to .the

messege, Duc Co end Le Thanh would be overrun initislly, Later, Pleiku

~city and -areas adjoining route 19 would be "libversted",
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2/0/VCii/ki13-68  172014% Jenuary 1968  DAVN 15T DIVISION BILMENT

hisCIVES PLAHL Ol ATTACKS 1IN PLLInU PHOVINCE
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later seport on 1’7 Janucry noted that unidentified B3 front ele-

‘ments possibly onerating in northeastern -101<u province hed discuss

15 watt racdio and & squad and a half" were to proceed to & previously desig-

plans for a night artillery or rorter attack, scheduled to be condiicted

between 17 and 19 Januery. One message vassed 16 danuary steated that Ma

G g N
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nated «rea "in order to ovscrve the cityl &
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16 and 18 January. In cnobher (essage,

Allied aircraft and artillery activity in the

2/0/VCii/1i25-68
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Enemy interest in the Duc o«-T ih@nh crea Qﬂntinued tO lntens lf”

The 21 January 3ZAS reviewed severzl messages originsted by the 1st Nivi- . o |
sion headquarters elerent in the Duc Co zres which indicated combzt ready

stqtus for the fo*ces urxler that elaients contrcl. The element referenced i
the merking of routes tfor the tnree infeniry battalions, and for hesdauver-

ters anc its subordinate units, ani nrovided further informetion on iRlied

activity in the oswng Le rrac.

3/0/5%v/i18=65 21 danusry 1968 . :

WhLAAY LT me g s e e A | e vEL gL BEpy wy qermwe
AI-LI:Y Sled il it hik . [ VO Bt dee dadmagr B s7 i A BReaed
— AT

tihile eneiy interest in vechbern Jleir irovinee s ineressing, 1070

1st Division elendénts continued Lo grther in Jdontwi, The 21 Jenurry o003

noted that intensivg surveillonce of the Lak To eres .conbinued, 'The 22
Januéry SEAS noted thut three additional ;3 Iront-associsted redio ter-
minals had joined the concentrition in the tri-borcer srea, In zddition,
the PAVYN 2Bth ‘egiment had = tef from northern rontun Frovincg, where
it had operated until &t least & Jenuery, and vas now in soﬁtheastern

L/
%
a

Kontum Province, approximately 25 kilometers from \ontum city, and rearly

50 kilometers from its orevious area of operations.
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The 2 us SHAS . . - 2, 7
2 January SkAis warned of yet another concentration of B3 Front —
n 1
~elements, in nertheastern Darlac, near the Phu Lon Province border. This
concentration involved B3 F " ‘ "
ﬁlon invalved 83. Front ele&epts, and elso elements associsted
with the PAVY 5 ivisi : : ; e,
“,_B,, 4Vi 5th Division, suggesting a coordination of activities in
by elements of these two Lornztions.
3/0/51Y/i20-68 22 January 1968
TACTICAL ACTIVIVY IN UIGHLANL:S LDEINERT, 24 JAlU iMY 1968
On 2L January, Lsi renorted thet @« message vassed by the B3 rront
authority to the 1st Livision heacdauarters element in the Tuc Co area
had strongly indicated that an enemy ofiensive in the western highlands.
" was imminents The message, passcd 2), Janvary, reviewed eneny tactical
successes in the Dak To and Fleiku aress, &nd closed by stating:
'"Kll of you rmst prenere urgently énd thoroughly and maine-
tain secrecy so that when 3-D:y comes we can onen fire en masse, h
- Aggressively prepare P4 anc PQ." ‘
2/0/VCLi/128-68 21,1267 January 1968 P“ui B3 7I0UT AUTHO. ITY
INDICATES LifiIhuiT VILTHALESL COLUKIST OFFENISIVE IIL WESTERN JTGHTLXDJ PR 5

36 3 % 36 3E SF 2 3 3% 36 4% 3F 3 ¢
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heferencvé to'”h—Day" were appearing in other areas éf i 5 as.well.
‘The term was used in & nessage from Group L&, a new division-level for-
.mation iﬁ the éuang Ham—ﬁgang Tin ares to seversl subscribers; ihcluding
g, PAVIi 2nd Division; the 4L02nd Sepper Battalion; end elements of the 3683
a@dé&hlﬁﬂ:uﬁﬂlmy]@ﬁmmﬁ&

aly w2
7
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2/0/VC/129-68 24 January 1968 Follow-up Kr 1 to
e e AR

2/0/VCii/i27-68 2417142, P0S5IBLL LitiIlENT VIETNAMESS COLIUNIST

OF FENSIVE OPZlATIONS TN CCASTAL 2:0VINCES OF MILITARY LEGION 5
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SEAS for 2l January warned that attacks in the Le Thanh-Duc Co aree
might oécur on 2/ or 25 January, baset on messages exchanged between the
B3 Front authérity and the 1st Division headquarters element near Duc Co,

which indicated that enemy preparations were nearing completion,

. M,
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3/0/31Y/:22-68 24 January 1968
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Thus, by 2L January, SIGINT had reflected a considerable volume of
evidence iﬁdicating‘that eneny ettacks in the western highlands were immi-
‘nent. A concentration of enemy elements, including the 32nd, 66th and

" 174th segiments had developed in the tri-border area,‘agg intensive intel-

ligence collection in the Dak To area continued unabated. A similar con-

J
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'centr“atior.x hed developed in the Pleiku-Komtirn Province border areé, and

- enemy glernents in that area discussed plans for atticks in western Pleiku

v in éonaiderable diatail, riessages exchanged betwesn the B3 Front authority
in the southern “ontua-Cambodia area and the ,1St Division headgquarters ele-
ment near Duc Co had indicated that f)reparations for the enémy campaign in
the area were in their final steges, - Finaily, a third conéentration of

B3 Front elements was vbuilding in northeast Darlac Province.

b. PAVN 3D DIVISION i:D SOUTHERM FIONT/PAVH 5TH DIVISIONS

In contrast to the wealth of informetion suggesting forthcoming enemy
ac‘qion in the B3 rront arez, comnunications serving the PAVN 3rd Division
in Binh Dinh Province and the Southern Front/2LVX 5th Division in Phu Yen

" and Khanh Hoa Province:eszzw prbvided little to suggest impending enemy
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;étion in’théir areas, ith the exception of éhDF results, little SIGINT
inforﬁationVQQS-derived on either division. Communications serving the
PAVNABrd Division opérated §poradically, as the division sought to evade
:1§rgé Alliéd»units on PEh§HIHG i§nd PEISHING II; However, 3rd Division
ﬂ‘elemeﬁgs weré involved in seyefél major tactical‘engagements during the

' pgriod. fétween 29 December and I, January, Tst Vavalry Division elements
Vkilled rmore tﬁan'206 enemy troops from the 2nd VC aﬁd 18th PAVN ‘-egiments,
 Onv8.Jahuary the 8th battalion, 18th "egimént raided a police installa-
tion in Qﬁ; Khon, and on 10 January, the 93r& Battalion, 2nd 'VC Legiment,
sgpéérted by én artillefy company drawvn from the 3rd Division, attacked a
béttalion of the ARVN L1§t hégiment. On-é3 and 2L Januéry, a few days
beférevthe.Tet-Offénsive vas launched, 3rd Division elements.were brought
to battle in two afeés. The 95th Uattalion, 2nd VC iegiment lost 128
killed near Phu My on 23 January, and retreated toward the 3inh Dinh
coast. On 23 and ZAHJanuary the 9th-sattalion, 18th iegiment was engaged
near Phu bat by.South horean forces, and lost'2LO men during the two day

_battle.
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Further south, in Phu Yen and Khanh Hoa frovinces, the PAVM 5th Divi-

sion was inactive. Combat elements of the 5th Division remained in sanc-
tuaries and evaded Allied forces. No major engagements developed in this

area, and little SIGINT informetion was provided.

c. FAVN 25D DIVISION

ENEMY MLAMENTS Ti 2ND DIVISION AKRA TACTICALLY ACTIVE, 2-3 JANUARY

In early January, enemy forces in the Quang Nam-Quang Tin-Ouang Ngai
Province grea staged several attacks., On 2 January, theyLOéth Depoer Bat-
talion and local‘forgg elements attacked LKghia Hanh Sﬁbsector in Queng -
Ngai *rovince. The ALVE defenders lost 18 killed and 52 wounded. Znemy
losses we#e set at 72 killed. On 3 Janvary, the PAVY 3685 Artillery iegi-
ment conducted a rocket attack against Lanang, as other enemy elements
conductéd small scale a@tacks southWest‘of Denang as & diversion. That
same day, 2nd Division elemgnts attacked several landing zones in the Zue
Son area, The PAVﬁ 68th Artille ry ..egiment sup:-.: %2 these assaults-wi?h
122 miilimeter rocket fire. The 2nd Division lost L00 killed in these
aitacks. .l ,

Following this brief upsurge in tectical activity, 2nd Division ele-

ments attempted to evade Allied forces on WHIZLER/WALLOWA, which condinued
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to’e%act a heavy toll of enemy elements in the Que Son area, 2nd Divi-
éioh comaunications bore frequent references to bombardment or difficult
sétgatibns. Comnunications activity was generally sporadic, and reflectiwe
of a continuing alert status due to Allied heressment.

PAVN 2Nﬁ DIVISION almMiNTS minLOCATH

In nid-Januery, several 2nd Livision elements geve evidence of intent
to move, and the 17 Jenuary 51AS noted that a major redeployment of 2nd
Division elements was possibly uncder way, During the next few days, that

suspicion was confirmed as major 2nd Division units repositioned toward
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thg‘coast,‘ By 23 January, AiLF information indicated that major combet
elements of the 2nd pivision had already updertaken.substantial moves
The SEAS noted that the 2nd Division headquarters had moved north, into
Quang bam Province; the Tst VC iiegiment had effected a similer mdve; and

the PAVN 21st itegiment had moved south and then east, teking that unit

toward the coast, and into an area southwest of Tem Ky in Quang Tin Province.

o T N AN A S VA TR 73
36 28 3% S0 3 3% SR S 9836 3t 9F 3% 3 St

3/0/5TY/R15-68 17 January 1968; 3/0/5TY/:20-68 23 Januaty 1968
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GHOUP LL ANDVLOZND SAPPE: BATTALION IDuKTIFIZD IN COMMURICATIONS
In,mid—Jahuary, 3IGINT analysts achieved significant progress in
recovering the enemy communications structure in the area by the identi-
fication of Grouﬁ Ll énd the 402nd Sapper Battalion in radio communica-
tions.. The unidentified near vervices Headguarters in Quang lon “rovince
was identified as liear Jervices Headquarters, Group LL through captured
documenté. -Dﬁring the latter half of 1967, this formstion was emerging as
a'major headquarteré, following its initiek observence in communications in
June. 'The L02nd dabper Sattalion ﬁas also.identified in cormmunications e

%7%hf¢¢( b . 5%

4in the 19 January SbhS. This unit communicated with Hq, Group AL and ! 5

v

Provincial Unit Control, among otherst
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3/0/3TY/1i17-68 19 January 1968
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ENEMY OFSBHATIONS THHOUGHOUT COASTAL PROVINCES OF MHS PEPORTEDLY THMINEET

On 2L January koA issued & report warning that Communist offensive

operatiogs in the cozstal provinces of }I: 5 was possibly imminent. This
/ i i -

cgnclusion vas based' on a nessage sent to the PAVK 21st iegiment by Hg,
kR 2 Hein Force Unit Clontrol (IFUC) on 23 Januery. The nessage, signed
by the Chie£ signal Yfficer of g, i 5 wés addressed to the “signai
chiefé'((of)) all units", indicating, the report noted,'thét it was pro-
bably inﬁended for all elements controlled by Hq, G 5 MFUC, including
those in Juang lam, Uuang Tin, vueng kgai, Binh Dinh, Phu Yen and Khanh
Hoa Perinces. The gessage stated that "the situaiion is very.ﬁense“,
aﬁd ordered theArecipientslto follow stivulated commuﬁications proce-
duresf and "call the watch reguiarly in order to receive,orders and re-
porﬁ". The originator then revezled thet he had designated the "signal
Ny \ |

303 as_"hgve opened fire" L

Thg‘report theh reviewed the zttack posture of 2nd Division elements,
and noted that PAVN{Brd Division elements weré repositioning in Binh Dinh,

In ¢onclusion, the report noted that:

I S
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"liecent information also suggésts that Hg, M. 5 MFUC has

 activated forward tactical elements in the PAVE 2nd and 3rd -
_Division areas of operations., Activation of Hq, ¥l 5 for-

ward tactical elements have, in the past, preceded Vietna-
mese Communist offensive operations.”
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2/0/VCH/727-68 2117142 January 1968, FPOSSIBLs TLINENT VIETHAMEST COMMUNIST

OFFENSIVE OFERATIONS IN COASTAL PLOVINCES OF MILITALY ;LGION 5
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A follow-up report, issued later thzt day, indicated that Group LL

subordinates would also be involved in scheculed offensive operetions:

"Another unit in ik 5 was associated with impending Com-
munist offensives in coastal areas of the,region when the Hq,
hgar Yervices Group L4 provided instructions to the suspected
PAVN 3685 Artillery hegiment to employ certain practices in
passing "N-Day" messages. ...

‘Another relevant message was passed from Hg, f.ear Ser~
vices Group L4 on this date possibly to &ll subscribers—-—
including Hg, PAVH 2nd Division; the suspected 3683 irtil-
lery iegiment; the suspected Forward zlement of the 368B
Artillery segiment; the probable Hg, £02nd Sapper Bettalion;
the suspected 1st or 3rd Jattalion of the 68th irtillery
hegiment; the Uuang Da and Quang kam *rovinciel Units; the sus-
pected Lenang runicipal Unit; and other unidentified entities
in the uueng ham-juang *‘in area, The message stated in part:
"The main H-lay ... was received and passed to Bi in message
number 17", .l-Day @s the Vietnamese eguivalent for D-Day. ...

recent communications of the probable g, FAVI B3 Front
authority and a probable PAVI) 1st Livision element in western
Pleiku rrovince have also included referenced to "l-Day"; in
addition they have contained references to the initiation of
hostilities in the near future. Other unidentified B3 Front
units believed té be located in northeastern Fleiku Province
have referrec to impending hostilities,m

" Thus, by 24 January, SIGINT hed developed a considérable volﬁme of
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evidence suggesting major enemy offensive activity in the western high- ﬁfzp

lands and coastal provinces of lii 5. Frequent references to "N-Day"

in both arees indicated that the offensives in each were coordinzted.

3¢ MILITAREY LEGICH ".: THInN-HUE

The first indications of impending‘o%fensive activity by enemy forces
in the Hi. TTH area were provided by evidence that the rorward Element,
Hq, Mic TTQ wes acquiring the status of & magor headquarters. The 3 Jan-
uary SEAS noted that & communications fecility active since August 1967
had been iaentified‘qs serving Forward hlemgnt, Hg, M- TTH. Cormunica-

tions subordinates of tlls fornation included the PAVN 6th and 9th ilegi-

ments, and five unidentified clements, 2ll .of which also communicated with
Hq, MR TTH. '

ihe‘21 January SEAS revealed that the forward Zlement, Hq, ¥ TTH
ﬁad relopéted during late December from the Guang Tri-Thua Thien Province
bqrder area io a position just ten kilometers from Hue., This formation
now communicated with oetwefn eight and ten subordinates, including, as

noted earliér, the PAVK 6th and 9th .egiments, and also the PiVN L4th legi-

’

ment, identified in communications by I3A on 17 Januery.

3/0/STY/R03-68 ' 3 Jan; 3/0/‘“Y/;18-68 21 Jan; 2/0/VCN/E16-68 17 Jan 68,
#  HNADQUARTERS, PAVN ATH VEGIMENT TENTATIVELY TDRETISIED
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On 23 Januery the daily SHAS warned of renewed enemy interest in lue, , 70
. ! ! . ¥ “ —
28 indicated by the current dispositibn of Communist units in i TTH.
Hq, -HE TTH had moved 10 kilometers closer to lue by 20 January. Communi-
caﬁibns'activity of Hg, il TTH was low during the period 21-22 January; con-
versely, the Fofward_hlement was extrerely active in communications on those
two . days, suggesting a further move by Hg, 2. TTH. The Forward Xlement

and PAVII 6th Regiment elements remained ih‘the Hue area.

26 M 2L QL L AL M ML L S ML JE SRS
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3/0/37Y/1i20-68 23 Jdanuary 1968

QL e Q4 2L AL L 24 e QL Qe Al 3 Q0 AL 24
W W ) 12y oW W W y Ay 7 2 13y 3y 7%

Tactical activity ves light in 1 TTH during Janvary. On 7 January,
the 802nd bpattalion led other enemy elements in an attack on Phu Loc,
which was defended by a company of the 1/5th Legiment, USMC, and several

USMC/Popular‘Force vombined Action Platgons. Allied casualties were L7 KIA
121, WIA and several buildings and installations, Enemy losses were 91

killed. On 16 Jdanuary, Phu loc District lieadquarters was attacked by ele-

ments of the PAVii 4th “egiment and 80L3 Battelion.

k. AivH 111 CTZ

The most significant developments in the ALVH III CTZ prior to 25 Jen-

= 03 3 . s . 3 ) Fs 1 +
uary were a steady increase 1in intelligence collection by MI elements of
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‘the VC 5th and 9th Divisions, and the emergence of several new communice- Ve
‘ —
tions controis as major authorities., Intelligence reporting by both 5th
and 9th Division MIAelements began on 6 January, with 5th Division MI ele-
? ments reporting extensively on southern Bien loa Province, and 9th Divi=

sion elenents concentrating on northeastern Tay “inh.

INTELIIGENCE ikis20nTING 3Y 9LUVZIVIulOn HI LIENMSNTS

The 8 January SEAS noted that the probable Hq,‘CQS Reconnaissance
Company had resumed‘COmmunications aqti&ity with one subordinate, which
had comﬁenced intelligence collectiﬁn activities on 6 Jangary. The C95
heconnaissance Vorpany, subordinate to the mj..litary Intelligence Secfion
(MI§); 9th Division, had not been obderved in communications since 12
De;ember. Durlng late Love ber and earWy Lecember, this unit had collected
intelligence in support of $th Division operations.in the Bu Dop-3o luc

campaign.

3/0/5TY/hO7-68 8 January 1968
3% 3% 'lr-f')"%*l"i'-'c 3 3% 3F 3 % ¢
Intelligence collectlon by 9th Division liI elements continued during
January. The 18 January Sz4S reviewed several enemy ilI messages trans-

lated by Usk-626 which indicated extrme interest in northern Tay linh,

In one message, the L6th Sapper-heconnaissance Battalion informed COSVN
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about & clash-at Ba Chiem. COSVN noted in another message that there were ;ééi;”‘”
two Us battalions’at Ba Chiem, the Lth Battzlion, 9th lLegiment and the
3rd battalion, 22nd “‘egiment. In addition, CO3Vi noted, the 3rd 3attalion,
11th Armored Vavalry Legiment and the 2n§ 3attalion, 22nd -egiment were at
Soc Gon ?rang. Thé L/9th and ﬂhe 2/22nd and 3/22nd iegiments are all 25th
Division elements. The 1é|January ?BAS also‘reyealed that a subordinate
Mi.elementnhad informéd its parent heacdquarters, the (95 lieconneissance
Company that thg ”enem&"'was near 3o¢ Géﬁ‘frang.
The 19 Jenuary oiiS noted continued enermy interest in this aréa.

The 095 Reconn&issancé‘Company subordinate informed its headquarters about
Allied activity in the 3Bau Cham and Ba Chiem, and referenéed a Communisﬁ
Partillery group" and possibly & heavy weapons unit. The dMA@ reninded

‘its readers tha£ the L6th dapper-aegonnaissance pattalion hec also re-

|

ported on this area.

STH DIVISION MI ZLR2EN-S 15U hEPOhTIHC, JANUALY 1968 ' |

On 23 Janvary, the 8BEAS disclosed that corrmunications serving MI
elements subordinate to the VC 5th Division had resumed on 29 December,
Intelligence reporting by 5th Division elements begen on 6 Jénuary, con-~

current with the resumption of intelligence feporting by VC 9th Livision
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DOCID:GGSZZﬁi elements, Sthtg§¢§g Qﬁ ] 3%%%%nunications had been virtuclly inactive .
: #

since 12 September 1967, reflecting a lull of several months in 5th Divi-
sion offensive operations.
The SE:AS notec thaet in an 8 January message, the }MI5, 5th Division

had ordered a subordinate to report daily on rice, transportation and

manpower, A 10 January message ordered the subordinnte to maintain close .

‘contact with the 275th legiment, and to guide the 274th “egirment to a

predetermined location.

'On 2L January the 53AS noted continued intensive intelligence col-
lection‘efforts by Vcajth Division I subor&inates in southern Bien Hoa.
5th Division combat elements wvere active on 2/ and 25 January, as both
tﬁe 274th and 275th tegiments sttacked Fopular rorces canps and other

installations.

.
be

SO S S B2 M L L
ANY A T S

3/0/3TY/i20-68 23 Jan 68; 3/0/5TY/t21-68 2) Jan 68

ACTIVITY OF MAJOR CCMMUNICATIONS CONTHOLS IN III CTZ, JANUARY, 1968

e

In January, SIGIET analysts became aware of the growing importance of
several communications groups which had been activated in October 1967,
One of these new groups, served & new front heacquarters in Binh Long

Province. Two others were in Tay Kinh ProvinCe, and there were one each in
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Phuoc long and Dinh long Provinces. Although scattered information on
these new groups was presented in the daily 5243 between 10 and 15 Janu-

ary, an NSA report issued 15 Januery swmmarized the development and cur-
rent status of four of these headquarters: ey

The firét‘df these contro}s, located in northeastern Tay Ninh Pro-

' vidceg'ha& been active in communications with thrée unidentified subordi-
nates since 3 October 1967, SIGINT evidence strongly incdicated that these
th§ee subordiﬁates were the PAVH 7tthivision; tbe Forward E‘emeht, Tth

{ ' |
DiYision; and the PAVE 101st ‘regiment, 7th Division,

The second new control, located in close proximity to the first, was a
watch control, actiye since 20 Octobey 1967. This control numbered among
its subscribers the PAVN Tth Division and its Forward Eleﬁent; the VO 272nd
Régimeﬁf, 9th Division; and other elements. fwo of these other subécribers
wére also subscribers to the watch groups controlled by the VC 9th Divi-
sion and the Hilitery iffairs bectibn, COsVN (3as QOSVN). In mid-December,
the firs£ and second controls were loceted within five kilometers of each
other; by 8 January, each ha@ relocated to a nosition well inside Tay Hinh
Province, and were still locatgd within a’few«kilqmeters of each other.

The third major control, also first observed on 20 October 1967, was

located in Binh Long Province, west-northwest of Loc Ninh. This ‘station

Y6
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communicated with three subordinatés, inclqding two which also gommuni—

cated with the first control. These two subordinstes were believed to be

the PAVN 7th Division's Forward clenment and 101st iegiment. The third

ma jor subqrdinate was believed to be the PAVN 141st liegiment, 7th Division.
The fourth new céntfol was located in *huoc Long Province? end had

also been activated on 20 October. This station was believed to serve a

headquarters element of the VC 5th Division.: Its two subordinates were
beltéved to be the V0 275th Leginent end the PAVN 88th seginent.

‘Thgs, of the four new controls, one served & detached element of Hq;
VC 5th Division; one group, & watch control, probably represented the
hegdquarters of a formation of higher than division echelon, inasmuch as
iﬁs-subscribers included regimentalAsﬁbordinates of both the PAVH 7th
and VC 9th Diviéions; end the remaining two controls were closely asso-
_ciated with the PiVi 7th Division,One of these two controls apparently
commgnicated with the Fforward sSlement, PAVI 7th Division end two of its
regimental subordinates, the PAVN 101st and 1L1st “egiments, It is in-
teresting to note thet the 5 January S5ii5 reported that the Forward Ele-
ment,‘PAVN 7th Division héd not cormpmunicated wvdth the PAVN 141st or 101st
keginent since 30 October and 6 December 1967, respectively. The Forward

Element communicated regularly only with the PAVN 165th Legiment, 7th Divi-

S §




Doc ID: 6632219 Doc Ref ID: A6632218

0
'

sion, the only regimental subordinate of the division which was not a sub-

scriber to the group controlled by the third major new control.

SL AL 2L 2L 2 Sn M Ja ar ar 3
Lo A S Sl T E T Sl Ol $

3/0/3TY/R05-68 5 Jan 68; 2/O/VCH/R10—68 15 Januvary 1968  SULMAZY OF

COMMUNICATIONS PO3SIBLY A050CTATED VITH VINTRAGSH: COMMUNIST MAIN FORCE

UNITS IN MILITARY beGIOHS 1 ARD 10.

e T T N N (S YRR VR '
" oo S =

The 19 January 543 noted that the unicdentified frént headguarters
in Binh ‘ong Province was assuming 2. larger role, as evidenced by attempts

by Hq, B3 front, Hq, ki 2 and tg, }ME 6 to contact the front.

kkkkk

~ The 22 January 8343 noted that the fronit had activated its own wacth
communications group. One subscriber to this new watch group was Hq, B3

Front.

S X A oM, QB J0" A ML A A s e 8L e
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,3/0/5Tz/n17-68 19 Jan 68; 3/0/51Y/1.19-68 22 Jan 68

LT R . 8
3 g Ot a3t

INDICATIONS OF A GLOWING CCHMUNICATIONS ALERT STATUS, 23 = 25 JANUALY

Between 23 anq 25 Januafy; there were several significent develop--
ments‘indicative of a2 possible zlert status for several communications
entities within III GTZ, The 23 January 5545 noted that the 271st
Kegiment, 9th Division,‘which had last communicated with its pareﬂt head-

quarters,on 19 Movenber, had attempted to call Hq, 9th Division on 20 and
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22 Januéry. The 2L January SEAS revealed that HAS‘COSVK hacd sent urgent, L
high priorigy messages to‘HQ, ety 2y 3, 5, & and 10.‘ The 25 January

SEAS revealed that similar messages had been sent to Hg, B3 Front, and con-
'ciuded'that this activity was possibly related to impending eneny action.,
Thg 25‘January OBAS also noted that on.23 January, the binh Lbng Front

‘had attempted to contact the Vb‘jth anc 9th Divisions, after being inac-

tive in communications with-these two commands since 20 lNovenber and 26

September, respectively.

3/0/STY/L20-68 23 Jan 68; 3/0/3TY/i21-68 24, Jan 68; 3/0/5TY/n22-68 25 Jen 68
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Thus, by 2L Januery, a growing list of traditional indications of
impending hostile activity had already been observed. ifilitary Intelli-

gence elements were collecting information in several areas. }I elements
serving the PAVL 1st Uivision were active near Dak To and Pleiku, in the

western highlands. Furbther south, 5th Division i.I elements were develop-
, Phueoe Long
ing information in southern sbeiteaas and CUSVLE and 9th Division MI ele-
ments concentrated on northeastern Tey kinh Crovince.
The volume of tacticel nmesszges was stéadily increasing, particularly

in M= 5, where there were frequent references to "i-Day". 3pecific eneny

targets were discussed in attack plens in FPleiku Frovince.
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Major eneny units were repositioning throughout South Vietnem, and
‘concentrations of enemy stations were developing in meny ereas, including
the Kontun-Cembodia-Ilazos tri-border &rea; the Kontum-rleiku brovince bor-

der area; northeastern Darlac rovince; southern Quang am; the Hue area;
3| * ; ;) 43 3 3

and others.

. Communicetions beh&vio;.ppinted to ¢n increasingly evident communi-
cations alert status in many areas. Typical of this behavior was the
increasing number of forward elements activated by key‘enemy administra-
tive and combat formations. I1n soﬁe areas, notably III CTZ, there was a
significant expansion ék the cgnmunications structure; Urgent messages
Qere pasééd by beth COsVHE and lq, MR 5 to a lerge nurber of subordinstes,

Ali of’theAindicators'summarizéd above had proven to be extremely
vélid porﬁénts of major tgctical action'by the eneny. Th¢ observance of
a wide'variety'of these indicators throughéut sSouth Vietnam strongly sug-

gested thet large scale attacks were planned in many areas. 3y 25 Jenuery,

this accunulation of S1GIKT evidence convinced liSA and field enalysts that
& widespread, coordinated Communist offensive was planned for the imrmediate

o : ks ; 2 ., R _
future. nccordlngly, won swamarized this evidence for SIGILT consumers in a

+
'

‘ ) : TR !
report issued 25 Januery, ‘ﬁ%

51
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=TT ACTIV Pe e 285k iy 10 BEGINNING OF TET OFFENSIVE

1. 'THE 25 JANUARY RIPORT
The 25 January report reviewed communications developrients during
© rectent weeks, and. concluded Lhat a coordinated enemy offensive was imminent:

"During the past week, SIGINT has provided evidence of a
coordinated attack to occur. in the near future in several areas
- of South Vietnam. -While the bulk of SIGINT evidence indicates
the most critical areas to be in the northern half of the coun-
try, there is additional evidence that Communist units in Iem
Bo may also be involved., The mejor target areas of enemy of-
‘fensive operations inclwde the western highlands, the coastal
provinces of lui 5, and the Khe vanh and Hue areas. ..."
B ~—~

. The report then summarized the available evidence, area by area, is
evidence that an atteck in the western highlands of kontum and Pleiku Pro-
vinces was inminent, it clted the substantial volume of tactical messages

passed between a B3 Front authority and a 1st Division headquarters ele-

m

ment since 16 January. These messages detailed enemy battle plans in’

Pleiku Province, &nd referenced "N-Day'"., Further evidence of enemy in-
tentions in the highlands was furnished by the development of two concen-
trations of enemy troops, one in Pleiku &nd the other in southwest Kontum.

Turning to the coastal nrovinces of . 5, the report noted that:
"S1GILT inaicates thet elements of the PAVH 2nd Division
and Hg, i 5 currently loczted in the fuang sam-Jueng Tin Pro-
vince border area are in en azttack posture. The possible 2nd
Division Forward slement has been mainteining tactical control
over the division's three reginents since 31 Decerilber, 2 pro-
cedure indicztive in the past of Vietnsmese Communist offen~
sives, Additionally, the PAVN 21st Lhegiment, PAVI 2nd Division
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wes located on 22 Jenuary, 9 ka southwest of Tam Ky city. " Co1="
lateral information indicates that an attack by elements of the
21st Hegiment is imminent in the area,

-

In Binh Dinh Province, comnunications activity indiceates
that the PAVIL 3rd Division may be repositioning. rinally, re-
cent information suggests that g, iil. 5 iizin Force Unit Con-
trol has activated forward tacticel elements in the ereas of
the 2nd and 3rd Divisions. Activation of such elements has,
in the past, preceded offensive operations. ..."

The feport also referenced mcssages passeé by Groun Lk, which pen-
tioned "N-Day", As noted earlier, "N-Day" messages were prominent in
B3 Front qommuhications as well.
The report then notec the depléymcnt of the PAVIL 812th hegiment
to a position well south of Loute 9, on the Cuang Tri-Thua Thien Fro-
) vinc;tborder, and re;iewed the buildup of enemy forces nesr Hue.
Next, the report considered evidence‘of impending enemy activity
in tﬁé‘lll CcTZ, Although references to a coordinated battle plan were not
observed,‘in contrést to frequent refefences to such & plean in ¥ 5 com-
.mnnications, the sun total of recent acﬁivity in 111 CTZ strongly indi-
éaﬁed that the énaxy offensive wodld involve Cormunist units ;n several
 aréaé of ili CTZ; ‘The report noted thazt in the Toy .linh-Binh ‘ong Iro-
vince area, recent activiﬁy wes highlighted by the resunption.of cormmuni-

.

cations between Hao, VC 9th Division and, its subordinate regiments on 19
Gy Vi v : _ &



Doc ID: 6632219 Doc Ref ID: A6632218

January, after & silence dating back to late November, iiI elements ser-
Ying the 9th Divisiqn had resumed intelligence repérting on‘é January, and
had been gathering information on Allied installations in the Tay Ivinh#
Binh long area;. In addition, the VC Lb6th Sapper-ieconna 1ssance.Battalion
_had been provid#ng its guperior, “I2, COSVN with infornation on the same

area. V OB e, YU %t WO AV W Aas ek s - ﬂ;»v>~
In southern Phuoc Long Province, 5th D1v151on JI elements had resuned

comnunications activity on 29 December, after more than three months of
virtual'silence. Intelligence collection by 5th ['ivision !{I elements com-
menced on 6 January. \;n addition, a 5th Division headquarters element had
émerged in the Phuoc long-long Khanh Province eres in Jenuary, and was ap-
parently éxercising control over the VC 275th anc PAVII £8th .legiments.

In the bien {ou-kopg “henh Province ares, elements of ({15, M. 1 indi-
éated possible enemy activity against Alliéd installetions, One ressage
referenced the éover designator of the 1st Eattalion, VC 27hth Negiment.

Finally, the report cited the expandiﬁg role‘of th¢ Binhlong Front,
and unusﬁal nessage activity ovetween COSVY and ig, X+ 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 10

and B3 Front, : ' .

4
&
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! 2/0/iCh/=32-68 25 January 1968

COédDINA S0 VIETHAESS COiiiUNIST O'lLNdIVL oVIDHCED 1IN SOUTH VIATNAM
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During'the remaining few days preceding thé ovening of the Tet Offen- -~
lsive,ﬁSIGIET evidence continued to provide evidence'of alwidespread enemy
drive;. The remeinder of this section will review these SIGIET indi§ations
of thg.impsnding attacks, area by:grea, conciuding with the information
presented on 29 Jénuary, immediatgiy prior{to the launching of Tet attacks

in the axVh 11 CTZ.

2, HILITARY 15GION 5, 25=29 JAHUALY

a. PAVN B3 FuONT (UEsTobl HIGHLAKDS)

4.

. The 26 Jznuzry sSu-5 noted that the 33 r'ront headquarters authority in

-southwésterﬁ Kontum-éhd the PAVH 1st Division headquarters element in the
Pleiku~Cambodia border aree were continuing to discuss prenerations for
enemy offensive operations in the area, In addition, 1st Division HI‘ele—
ménts continued their intelligeﬁcc colléction activities near Dek To,

On 27 January, MN3A issued the first follow-up to the 25 January mes-
sage which had detailed indications of a coordinated enemy offensive.
This follow-up report cite@ nessages exchanged ovetween the B3 Front authority

and the 1st Division eleuent, steting that:

.

"Through at least 27 January, S5IGIKNT has ‘continued tovro~
vide evidence of an impending Vietnamese Comraunist offensive,
particularly in the western highlands area, Two messages were
passed by the probable iiq, B3 iront authority to a nrobable
PLVIy 1st Division element in western Pleiku irovince reporting
on the reinforcing of the 1st Division element and on the move-
ment of that element to a new position. «.."
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In addition, the report continued, an unidentified B3 Front element
in northeastern rlelwu Province had referenced "I-Day" in a message,
which also mentioned recoilless rifie and B~40.rocket fire in support of
.enemy attgcks, and the preparation of firing positioné. The report
“concluded that:

"iwhile the locale of this particular attack is not specified,
it would appear likely to be planned for areas of northeastern
Pleiku Province, judging by the location of the element trans-—
mitting the message{ That location, moreover, is not far from 2
concentration of B3 Front elements in the P7e15u~“ontum Province
border area to the northeast of Pleiku city,"

2/0/VCN/H36-68 2720092 January 1968 FOLLOZ=UP HUMZSL ONE TO 2/0/VCi/i32-68

Mo

On 28 Januery, N3t reported that the PAVI 1st liivision element had

indicated in a message to the 53 rront -authority that it had crossed the
river on 27 January, and was "making combat readiness preperations and are

preparing dry provisions so that we can move the troops in on 28 January",

32
b
bxd

2/0/VCl/137-68 2816154 FOLLOW-UP KUIBIH 2 TO 2/6/VCli/532-68
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A report issued by lSA later that day indicated that the river crossed
by the 1st Division element was apparently the Ton Le Son, which forms the
border between Pleiku Province and Cambodia. That revort also reviewed

message activity obeyween iIS, PAVN 1st [ivision and & subordinate MI ele-

JL
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ment between 24 and 26 Jaquary. These messages indicated thaﬁ a moverient
of enemy troops and artillery‘was uncerway. In a 21, January‘message, the
subordinate informed 13, 1st Division that it was undertaking a six day
mgrch. iA 26 January méssage from this element referenced difficulties

in effecting & river crossing.

AL 24 3L AL AL 2L AL L JL AL 2 AL 3 AL
WO W W W AT S W W W W W YW W W

2/0/VCH/R38-68 2819027 Jamuary 1968 FOLLOW-UP Nk 3 TO 2/0/V(}/032-68

L S M S8 L O L 2 Jdu Q0 aE SR 86
WO W Z S N Y 2y

5till later on 28 January, lioi reported thet a 28 January message
:paSsed by MHIS 1st Diyésion-to the subordinste elemgnt had pinpointed the
date for an attack as the night of 29-30 January, /A message indicated thét
the sttack is to commence "as soon é&s possible", but no later than 0030
hours (GOLF) on 30 January. The xI3 iden£ified the target as "B3", and

noted that. a friendly unit hed arrived at"Bé", The 1iI element was ordered

to initiate communications with this unit iwmediately *The subordinate MI.
élement was informed that the friendly units would enter np3t- (the target

area) at 0200 hours (GOLF) on 30 Jenuary.
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Apparently, the plan of attack was for the terget arez (33) to be
~attacked with a pfeliminary barrage commencing 0030 hoursuon the night of
29-30 January. At 0200 hours, the ground assesult wes scheduled to com-
mence. This was the first concrete‘indicatioh that attacks would teke
place dﬁring Tet in the western highlands, and, as indicated, this warning
¥

was passed to’consumers,thg @ay before the scheculed attacks. It is also
worthy of ﬁote that the “hite House was iﬁcluded on distributiorn for this
report and subsequent follow-up reports to the original messege warning of
a coorcdinated ofiensives

The.28 January S.h0 noted thet ihe 1st Divisiop element hacd reported
to the B3 rront authority that Allied artillery and helicopters hz.d been
shelling and bombing in the vicinity of Chu Be and Chu ligot, two Allied

positions,

3/0/51Y/i21~68 28 January 1968

Gh SH 2% 24 L XL AL 28 AL A QR 2L L 3. 2%
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On 29 January, koi reported that tactical messages exchanged between |
the B3 Front authority and the 1st Division headquarters element on 28 Januory

had discussed attack plans in western Pleiku rovince., The B3 Front au-~

thority had ordered: "Be resourceful at PL §nd P8 and at_le Thanh regar- L
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ding‘thé'two mission: %e'stay close to the enemy and strike the commandos /59

(” who come out to search; and teo aggressively fire at low-flying aircreft,"
The 1st Division element reportecd to the E3 Front authority that Allied

artillery fire in the Chu Ba area had been heavy the preceding night,
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On 29 January, 54 also reported that @«ll four subordinates of the

‘

MIS, PAVI 1st Livision were now in the western kantum Frovince-Cambodia
border area. lhe report referencéd recent messeges which indicated close
enemy surveillance of Tan Cann Airfield;’nearlﬂak To, and the road betwecn
Tan Canh and hohtuﬁ city, and concluded that:

"Thus, SIGIKT continues to indicate et least two impen--

- ding offensives in. the western highlands area: the leiku .Pro-
vince. and western Hontw: area. liessages of 16 and 2L Jenuary
passed from a PAVE 533 rront authority to a probible element
of the Hg, PAVI 1st Livision suggested 2 plan for & simulta-
neous atteck in the Dak o area of nontun ’rovince, the Pleiku
c¢ity and western Pleiku Province area, &nd the rhu Bon-Derlec
Province area."

Qo M e A N4 A2 S8 QL 2 g ol - ~ St
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On 29 January, HSA reportedvthat two 29 January messages from the

. ‘B3 Front authority to the 1st Livisioh Hq eleﬁeﬁt had provided detailed
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instructions for attacks in western Pleiku Province. . One ressage, passed at
\ 0035Z on 29 January, had ordered: "be careful and maintain vigilance, ...

when ... the attack is finished, move in gracdually. If you stay close,

then you will not come under air and artillery attack.' 2. 'Where is the

enery .. at Chu Ba... Annihilate them element by element. Be sure to -
reconnoiter in the direction of Chu ba, and when they come out to search
the river and your crossing point. ..."

4 later nmessage, transmitted at 08207, 29 Jenuary, ordered: "

*

"1, You are to report the enemy situation in your areas:
Chu Ngot, Chu ba, and the river bank., 2. iaving met to study
- your reporte we estimate that there are no 105s at Chu Ba at all,
It is possible that all they will do is bring 175s up to Sung l.e
, and fire them. 3. If Chu ia has 105s 100;. for certrin then it
o will be necessary to investipgate one enemy vattalion there and,
© therefore, you conrades will heve to conduct reconnaissance, stey
close;, &nd slip approximately one squad into Chu Xrem. Teke pre-~
cautions against their conducting & search as a decoy for a with-
draw to Le Thanh., 1I the eneny 1s rezlly at Chu 32 then stop and
block and destroy them theough numerous smell and senarate attacks.
L. If the enemy actually searches in large nunbers then this is
tremendous. ‘Iry in every way to bog tnen down. ..."
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The accompanying mep indicates that enery elements were probebly
_contemplating an attack on Luc Co, The positions mentioned in the two

messages are within & ten kilometer racdius of the Allied Special Forces

camp at Luc Co, which has peen a continuing focus of enemy interest in

bl

the area. , : | ‘ - ' | ; T
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3545 for 29 January reviewed tactical messages of recent days, and
concluded that communications serving PAVE 1st Division IiI elements con-
1]
tinued to reflect an impending offensive in western Xontum Frovince,
The 3iA5 noted that messages exchanged 28 Januery between the Military
Intelligence Section (-I3); PaVE 1st Livision and & subordinate I element

south of Dak To (18 nT on accompanying mep)) indicated that the subor-

dinate was scheduled to launch an  attack against a target area designated
e R R L; - sl

as b3. As}noted earlier, this was the aptack scheduled to begin at 0030
hogrs GOLF on 30 January.

A seéond subordinate of I3, 1st Divisién (HIL i#?) relocated approxi-
mately 3L fllometezs bLu#OCn 1), &nd 28 January, and wes now noétﬁwest of
Dak To. A third, (il #3) locaied on the Crzrbodia-Kontum border on 27
Janua?y, reported & 17 January engagerent with illied troops while enroute
to "E2", to transfer responsipility to "iu2", '"E” is the stendard Viet-
namese Communist designation for reginenﬁ.

The fournh subordinste of “Iw, 1st Division (XI5 #4) was‘locatgd due
west of Uak To, and had been reporting on "Worksite 18" ((Ben Het Fire

.

Support Base)) from iete Loveuber to at least micd-Jdanuery.,

¢

The 5kA5 also drew «ttention to the use of letter-digit combinations

AN\
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as tarcet references, /As noted earlier, the 133 Front authority had used P
s, b the designators "PL" and "Fg" in discussing ctteck plens in Pleiku Pro-

vince,  raVIi 1st Division i1l elements had referenced "33" and "B6" in con-
nection with attack plans in western Kontum. And, in "uang HNem Province,

target designators "A1" and "A2" had becn observed., The widespread use

{

- of such target designators prévided further indicetions of a coordinated
offensive.

The oik.5 also indicateﬁ that an. eneny threat wes developing in sou-
thern Darlag. By 2/ Jenucry, & Purﬁy-associated»stafion whose movements
have usually oeen in:éonjunction with those of the 3rd jaéfalion, PAVE 33rd
‘hegiment had relocated approximately 60 kilomgters eastverd, from Cambodia
ta southern Darloc, southeast of an ile Thuot. In adiition, a radio ter-
minal associatcd with.the.BB Front had m;dé & similer relocation of apvroxi-

’

mately 48 kilometers to the east, to a.position south-southwest of 3en lle

Thuot,

=
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3/0/57Y/1R5-68 29 Januery 1968
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b, PAVK 2D, 31D AID, 5TH LIVISIOLS , (CO:STAL PROVINGES) -

( - During the period 25-29 Jenuary, little additional SIGINT informa-
. j o

tion was ‘derived on the activities of the i 3 3rd Idvision in Binh.Dinh




Doc ID: 6632219

Doc Ref ID: A6632218 -

givH DINH

DAVN IRD DIVIS 100 g LEMENTS (oNEERTRATE
ALONG COAST, LATE T hruARYy, ;75?




Doc ID: 6632219 Doc Ref ID: A6632218

s
1

(REPATE AT 3

sphed T \1\.
i Eﬁ‘zt{*c_\ .’;'.':‘\ PO i

Yy

\

5
s

#

S

S QUANG NAM
< |

 UMOEMTIRD ComTRes ceemenT

'ﬁ_oabqﬂg ATTALK JN VicimwrTy of

CRRYN Ster REGIMENT, 27 SAN VALY 1968

R st X T R ¥ 2Lt WE R




Doc ID: 6632219 Doc Ref ID: A6632218

and the Southern rroht/PAVA 5th Livision in rhu Yen and Khanh Hoa Provin- ééLér
ces. The 26 January 5445 observed that 2 concentra.ion of 3rd Iivision
combat elements had cevelope! along the Jinh Dinh const in the Bong 3on

and Phu liy areas.
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A significant auoung of inforsation bearing on activities of the PLVI

2nd Division in Juang kiam and Jueng 1in P'rovinces wes received during this

veriod. On 28 January, Io! reported thet two unidentified elements in

Quang Man Yrovince hed discussed vlens."for an il-Lay ettack", In e 27
J
January message, the control clement had told one of its two subordinates:

"It is no longer necessary to attack the headquarters of
the 51st Legiment. Concentrate on oprepering L2 for an ki-Dey
attack, and after that, i1, Atteck the headquerters of the
51st i.egiment only e&s a last resort and if you are rble to
carry out the objectives for your unit",.

lessages exchanged by these two elements during the period 11-20
‘ . ‘ . o : ne '» Be) 1 b= }
January had discussed activities of South Vletnamese‘rlgxd Police &nd

referenced the meintenance of three

- : h; . . - N - l
AiVIe 51st iegiment elements, and |
Yeead) At
82 mm mortars. ity )
AR R

W
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As indicated earlier, the observance of target designators "A1" and
"ARY in Quang Nem Erovihce, when coupled with references to '"PL" apd nEgn
in Pleiku and "B3" &nd "HOM" in aontwa wios further evidence of a planned,
coorcinated offensivé.

As noted earlier, a message nassed by I3, PA7H 1st Division indicated
thet en attack would start at "33" ot 0030 hours GOIF on the night of 29~

30 January. On 28 January, 54 noted thet & communications slert was

scheduled for implerentation in the coestel provinces on 29 Janunry, &nd

concluded that offensive overstions might commence on thet dete:

"iiecent SIGINT inforuation indicates thet "L-Ley" of the
impending Vievnemese Coizaunist ofifvnsive operation in i3t 5 ...
may commence on 29 Januery or shortly therezfter. On 27 Jen-
uary, messzges of the iq, liih 5 Izin Force Unit Control in-
structed various military suoordinates operating in the ccas-
tal province area of the region, including: !'g, VK 2nd end
3rd Divisions; the probable Hg,. .2nd Division Porward Llement;
Hq, PAVIi 21st .egiment, 2nd Division; &nd lgy lear Services,
Group Lk, to cowience comrnunications on additional schedules
with Hg, it 5 beginning on 29 Jenuary. Communications alerts
of this nature have been noted in the nast nrior to Vietna-
mese Communist offensive operations, Since the recipients
of these instruction includerd ni&jor military units operating
in different ereas of the coastal provinces of i 5, it is
possible that the indicated cormwunicetions alert is to occur
just prior to or on the impending "M-Dey" mentioned in recent

1

il 5 cormunications,!
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SBkS for 28 and 29 January continued to reflect movements and nrena-
rations. for moveuent by 2nd Division elements. !iajor moves were under-
taken by the PAVI 3rd iegiment and the Forward Llement, 2nd Division,

1

In addition, Hq, 2nd Division and the 2nd VG and 2

Y

st PAVI legiments

. A

indicated that they were cbout to move.
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Thus, by 29 January, significent inforiwetion concerning the impen-

ing enen; ive hed oeen developed end reported f e 171 5 erez.
din ) offensive hed been developed en eported for th 5 erea

3

‘'here was evidence iﬁ at least two aress that attacks were scheduled to
commence on 29 January, during Tet. In Hontwa “rovince, PAVE 1st Divi-
sion iI elements hac ciscussed &n attéck scheduled to coumence, &t 0030
4hours GOLF on the night of.29—30 Jenuary. In the coastal provinces, a
general comnunications alert wes scheduled for irpderentation on 29 Jenu-
ary. In the pest, such alerts have beon instituted lmmedistely pre-
qeding mﬁjor hostile ectivity oy the units involved. The SCOpe of the
alerﬁ, which invol?ed at least. iq, Group‘hh and¢ the 2nd end 3rd Divisions,

.

indicated that the offensive would be widespread, =inzlly, plans for

‘

attacks in western Kontum and Pleiku Provinces and in Cueng Neam had been

A
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¢

discussed in detail, énd_there were frequent references to letter-cdigit ‘ZQL,
target designators in these areas. A1l information pointed to a cdordi—

nated attack in ifii 5, scheduled to comméncé on the night of 29-30 Jenuary,

3. ARVN IIT.AND IV CQi2o .}’lb, 25-29 J}JU\“

glthough there was relatively little additional SIGINT informetion
“ . 1
available on the soutnern areas of south Vietnam, as compared with the i
- . WM
wealth of informetion derived on i 5 during the neriod, there were &&ﬁlxr
several significant developuents. The 2¢ January 5225 revealed that the gk
VC 9th Livisicn, which had resunied radio comnunicntions with its subor- %Mj
inate regiments on 19 Janus "had been nassing tectical messages to the
‘dinate regiment 19 January, hac n nvassing t 1 nges to th

VC 271st ieginent since 25 January, suggesting thet the 27'st fegiment was

- scheduled for esrly tactical enployment,

SuAs for 29 Yanuary noted that COSVY was continuing ié pxchange ur-
'géﬁt:méssagesiﬁith several mgjor enany headquarters, including iq, 1.7 2;
Hé} VC‘Sth Division; and iHg, li: 10. ﬁany ;f these meséages bore the
instructions "cecrypt immediatgly”. In ?ddition, the 1118, Binh Ilong Front
yhéd moved 30 kilometers south, to west centrzl 3inh long between 19 and 26

Januery. On that dete, the,MIS, Binh long front reesteblished communice-
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tions with the lilitary Intelligence Bureéu,iCOSVﬁ for the first tﬂn; in
. more than a month. Finally, ‘the SELS roted that Alternate Hg, lii 2 con-
iiinued in extrenely high méssage volune, perticularly with the ly The-
Prbvincial Unit an@ the VC’261st ﬁattélion, both in wesfern Dinh Tuong.
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3/0/5TY/:25-68 29 January. 1968
IIT THE TET ATTACKS o & ) '

is had been %nd‘cated by SIGIET informetion, the enemy Tet Offensive
[ )

was—tzunched -in the early morning hours of 30 Jenuary. 'iith few excep-

- tions, attacks on this initial day of the offensive were confined to the
ArVN II Corps area. The following cey, Tet attacks were launched in I,
11 and IV €TZ, Although collateral holdings on the composition of the
eneny forces which took part in various attacks differ, this section will

()(C, W T
attempt to provide some indication of the enemy units involved,

A ARVN II COkPS ARZA

Because the Tet attacks commenced throughout II Corps one dey prior
to attacks elsewhere, the organization of this section differs from the

brganizatidn of the pre-Tet &nd post-Tet periods. In those, the PAVE 2nd

Division area of Queng liam, Quang Tin and Quang ligei Provinces is treated
5 ) . . o

" as part of Viethamese Communist Militery legion 5, since hormally, ecti-
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- | | | Cofgj
vities of the PAVii 2nd Division are more closely related to activities —

of other enemy formations in .u! 5. However, inasmuch 2s the Tet attacks
. ,
-in' the 2nd Livision area did not commence on 30 Janusry, but were launched \\\\
on 31 January, in connection with attacks elsewhere in the AIVN I Corps
area, this section dealing with the Tet attacks will treat the 2nd Divi-

sion area as part of 1 Corps.

1. PAVN B3 FEONT ARZA (PISIXU, KONTUM AKD DALLAC)

On the night of 29-30 January, “leiku city was attacked by the VC

LO7th and L08th Sapper battalions; the VC H-15 local Force (IF) Battalion;
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and a battaliop of the PAVN}95B Llegiment, The city was secured by Allied
forces bj.the end of the day. leported casualties were: Friendly- 7 XIA
and]é2 WIk. Ehemgé 16LlKIA and 9l weapons.

tlsewhere in Fleiku Province, small attacks were conducted against
vafious Allied‘installapions, and the district cepitals of Le Thanh and
’Le Trdng vere zttacked. ;nemy elenénts involved in these attacks included,

~according to collateral, PAVYN 95B hegiment elements; the 2C0th VC Artil-
vlery'Battéliong and.unidentiféed elclents.

During the next few days, the 1st Division heacdquarters element in
the Pleiku-Cambodia ﬁéfder area continued to keep the B3 rront authority
informed on tlacticé;l a..ctivity in the Chu Ba-Duc Co area. On 31 January,
"KSA reviewed & message p;ssed by the 1st Division headguarters elemént
at 1453Z2, 30 Janﬁary. The méssage indicated that enemy elements had occu-

‘pied pOsitions at Chu Ba and Chu Ngot, and were receiving fire from Allied
artiilery at Sung Le, and stated that: "tomorrow, we will send forces to
érobe the summits of Chu ligot and Chu Ba to determiine the enemy situation
and fo oben fire On the‘enemy mortars", buring this transmission, ARDF

located the 1st Uivision Hq element in western Pleiku, just 13 kilometers

from Duc Co, ' —

R
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On 1 February, KSA reviewed further message activity by this Hg ele-

ment which §§§§E§téd that it had come under fire from Allied artillery at

sung Le. The 1st Division Hq element also informed the B3 Front suthority

that Allied guns had fired on Chu ligot, ¢s well., The ilgq ¢lerent indicated

that Allied L19s and heliconters were circling the zrea, end speculeated

that Allied comwiindoes might be uronped at Chu Ba during the night. In

addition, the 1st Division ig element revorted that 15-52s had nade two

passes over the Chu.ba erea. In & later iiessege, the 33 Front authority

3

directed the 1st _ivision headquerters eleaent to nove inté the Chu Hram

and Chu Yam areas in order ito xeep track of sAllied ~ctivity.

=L S wm b ooy 5 (I RN
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This eactivity avpeared to Lo directed ot nmrenaring for en ettack
s against Duc Co, /&:DrF informetion indicated thet by 1 February, the 1st

Division ilg element hec roved & few kilometers closer to Tuc Co, end was

‘.

now just ten kiloneters from the post. 1ts new locetion pleced it in the
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midst of the Chu DBa-Uhu ligot-Chu Krem area, where fighting was teking
place between illied troops and unidentified enemy elements under the

direction of the 1st Livision ii¢ elerent,.

WPOTITT W TR : 8
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H
1t

In nontua Province, <ontw: city wes attecked by the FAVN 24th legi-

ment and the VC 304th L¥ Jatte ghting

ttalion on the night of '29-30 Januery. =i

in the city continued for four days nhefore enemy units were driven out of

‘

the city with hecvy losses. The attecking force lost a reported 625

killed in the battle for Kontwng

On 30 January, fan Canh was &ttacked by mortar fire, and the ensuing
fires razed two-tnards of the city. Elsowhefe in Héntwn Province, ele-
ments bf the_recently—arrived PAVN LOth Artillery --egiment shelled Allied
installations.

The 30 Januery 345 suggested that the P4V 32nd hegiﬁent‘was taking
part in Tet attacks.r On 29 Jenuery, the 5pi5 noted, the hlsf PAVII 1st
Division had informed s subordinate south of Dak To thet "an element of
K5 will also control B3 with you'. &5, the.dﬁﬁs noted, is 2 cover desig-

.naior fbr the 5th pattelion, 32nd.Legiment. On 30 qanuary, the IMIS had

instructed its subordinate +6 "contect K5 to determine the enemy situa-

SR -
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V §ion" and to "go ahead and strike if the enemy is still the?e".

The 31 January 3.43 moted that the 1:I5, 1st Division had instructed
this subordinate to "strike with determination” if there were aircraft
or artillery activity in the vicinity of 33. The subordinate element weas
érdered to take precautipns ageinst firing on Communist troops "as the
eneny withdréws“, end to coordincte orders from higher echelons'with its

~ovn observations and estirates, in order to "bring off & faultless strike

~against the enemy', -

Ao
3

3/0/5TY/L26-68 30 Jaﬁuary 1968; 3/0/5TY/i27-68 31 January 1968

2L L 2L 2

YR T VR VA PR VIS VI VA V)
WU W W W

e gL 3 8 56 3% . 1

This seme element had been ordered to attack the target area, B3, no

later than OO3O hours GOLF on 30 January. ‘This suggests that the area of

concern for this element was not Dak To, where an attack wes not launched
until 1 February? but Kontmnjcity, where ; fierce battle raged from 30

January untilVB February. This was further suggésted when a new ’I ele~
ment was éctivated‘bn 31 January to repert on the lak To area, In eddi-
tion, 174th fegiment elements took part in the assault on Dek To. The:=
174th iegiment's battalions are nwsbered 1, 2'and.3, whereas the message
‘activity between the §15 end its

subordinate hed referenced "K5"- a 5th

Battalion. As indicated, the 32hd hegiment has a 5th Battalion., Fowever,
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the 32nd kegiment remained in the Cambodia-western Fontum border area
between 29 and 31 Janupery, well away from Kontum city, the apparent iden-
tity of target designator "33",., lowever, the 2/th iegiment, which renor-
g g ’ & ’ :
tedly was the PAVY regiment involved in the asszult on idontum city, also
| &g s

has & 5th Battalion, strongly suggesﬂ@&é that the messege activity between
the IS, 1st liwision end its subordinete were referencing the 5th Bat-
talion, 24th ‘eginent, in connection with the asseult on Kontum city,

The apparent equation of "E3" to .lontun city suggests that "BA" was
Dak To. 4s indicated nreviously, other references to enemy target desig-
nators were noted in Pleiku rrovince, where one nessapge discussed "P,, P8
and Le Thenh"., The three major enemy assaults in 2leiku Province were de-
livered against Pleiku city, Le Trung end Le Thanh, suggesting that "Pg"
was Pleiku, and "F8" was Le Trung. Designators "A1" and Mi2" in Juang lem
Province may have been Danzng, rocketed on 30 January, and Hoi An, the pro-

' :

vincial. cepital,.

By 31 danuvery, AiDF¥ informetion was refle%ting the presence of the

.

BY

e
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PAVN 32nd, 66th gnd 174th Legiments, within &n area between 10 and 20 kil-
ﬂometérs west of Dak lo. ‘H0wever, coilateral beportsvindicate thet the 1
.:Februafy assaults egainst Dak To and Tan Canh Airfield were con@ucted by

17hth ;egiment eleﬁentsonly.‘

SiGINT contained somé reflectiops of the'attack on Dak.To and Tan

Canh Aiffield. On 1 February, EQA reported thet the IS5, 1st Division
 had orderedra éubordinate located northwest of Dak ?o to ”Complete the

combat mission immedite1y" anc join other Communist elerments at Hgog Tﬁ.

15 1st Division

s

In messages of 29 and -31 January, the report continued, I
had passed messages, possibly to thhe sirie subordinate discussing attack

preparations, and referencing "K3"; possibly 3rc battalion, 17.4th iegiment.

se an oL e AN Sh du dk 3% 3 S S S
g

T W W W W D 7N 23 5 & A T e e

. 2/0/VCli/i:54-68 012022 Februery 1968 FOLLOU=UP EE 15 70 2/0/VCi1/:.32-68

(VR VA R VA VS
ety 5

In & later message on ! Februery, the .15, FAYVIL 1st Division ardered
“this subordinate to bring the troops back to receive a new assignment

from "Comracde DOI, the essistent comnender of the 3rd . egiment",

2/0/VCi 1:56-68 02030LZ February 1968 FOLLOU=UP 11 17 TO 2/0/VCii/-32-68

EERAAR O L
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In zdditiom, the 1 rebruary Sti5 noted that a new MI element had

been activated on 31 January, &nd was reporting to 13, 1st Nivision con-

cerning 41llied zir and ground transport cctivity in the Tan Canh area.

o

abe
st

W T

3/0/5TY/i28-68 1 Februsry 1968

T — ML N Y 3 A VA TS VAN VI VS R VR V) . -

e

¢
&

Messages passed by 1st Division I elements on 2 February continmed to

mn m

reflect enemy activity in the Dak To-Tan Janh area, 34 reviewed two of

'
.

these in & 3 February report. In one message, the }I3, 1st Division was

‘

informed by a subordincte that the unit had arrived at "i3", possibly
the 3rd «egiment, and nad received its assignment., It wes currently

moving up to the "DK" (possibly. recoilless rifle or rocket)elenent subor-

dinate to 13, This subordinate informed MIS5, 1st Tivision thet its unit

and the artillery belonging to 40 (LOth irtillery legiment, whose ele-

ments took part in the 1 Februsry attacks) were being served by the same
I
15 watt radio. This iiI element, the report noted, was the seme one which

had been instruvted to withdraw to lgoc Tu on 1 Febff

.

i s A ANt e
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The other message wasfpassed by the I element which had earlier

2

| ‘been ordered to attack "B3" (possibly Kontum city), and now wes closely con-

nected with attecks in the Ten Canh area. This element ecsked the Forwerd

mlement, .:I5, 1st Division if there were any Allied troops at Chov lion,

south of Tan Canh, The Forward Llement later renli~d that there were none,

but that there were troops at Hill'éh2, northeast of “an Canh,
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DAILTAC P OVILHCE

In Darlac, the major enemy assault was delivered agzinst 3en Me Thuot.

The PAVE 33rd heginent joined the VC 1-301st Iocal Force Iattalion in this
W A
attack, Enemy elements held out in iian lie Thuot from 30 Jenuery to 3 Feb-

ruary before being driven from the city. riendly cesurlties were 62 1114

3

g HI. and over 100 wsapons,

and 139 WIA; the cubtackers lost @ reported 23

ALDF information contained reflections of the fighiing. SIGIKT had

earlier reported the iove of « arty eleuent essocicted with the 3rd 3et-

jtélidn, 33rd l"-cgi.j.:ént into &n Qrea south of kan Le'Thuot, in conjunction
™

with a similar nove executed by an unidentified B3 Front element, On 31

January Loi reported that as of 30 Jenuary, a major concentration of ene-
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My elements had developed in the irmediate vicinity of Ban ile Thuot,

Appréximetely thirteen eneny redio terminels were clustered in two sepa-

3

&

]

rate areas of concentration, inmmediately south and southwest of Zan

‘Thuot.

%

Dl

2/0/VCii/i52-68 3123042 Januery 1968 FOLLO/-UP IE

T R
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pxs

2502
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SihS for 1 February revorted

Sk SE 3L GA A, S SR DL
O T S S D )

13 70 2/0/VCl/1:32-68

QL L Ne o 3 M 8% QL
ZA D S L W

that & newly-zctivated subordinate of

‘

IS, Hg, B3 Front wes located just four kilometers from Ban iie Thuot on

30 January.

QL 3L e 4 M, S By L M BdL S L M 3L Ju
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tlsewhere in Darlac “rovince, attscxs were conducted against the capi-
tals of the remaining thre¢ districts of Buon l!lo, Lac Thien and Thuan Hieu,

Battalions

Collatersl sources indicate that the VC H-5, 86th and £8th

‘and the VC 381st and 481st sapper sattalions
11

were anong the ynits involved,

LY

"In the southermmost area of theiA“ I Corps area, which include

i

Quang Duc, Tuyen Duc, Jinh Thuan, Binh Thuan and Lam Dong “rovinces, two

provinces were spared najor cttacks. These were “ueng Duc end Iem Dong

Provinces. In iinh Thuan Province, & small cnemy force, estimeted as a
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7

local force company approximateiy 1QO'strong, asszulted ﬂhe provinciel =
capital of Phaﬁ’hcng.
Attacks in Tuyen Duc e¢nd 3inh Thusn were :ore severe., In Tuyen Duc,
the perincial capital of Dalat wes attacked oy major elements §f the
VC 145th and 186th ilein Force (i-3') Dottalions, which clung to strong

points in the city for thres wesks., " In iiinh “huen, the VO 1.82nd I¥
Battalion and 8L0th IiF Battalion attecked the vrovincial cepital of
Phan keng.on 31 January, and held nerts of the city for several deys,

Local VC elements attacked Than Gizo Listrict Hesdquerters,

2. ZPAYN 3iD DIVISION & (BIHH LIIE)

(et

. . Tr B T « Tl ey 8 i 5 %
Binh Zinh Province, Tet stiscks also cornenced In the predavm

hours of 30 Jenuary. The rajor ctveck was directed ageinst the nrovin-

D

cial capital of ui Lhon, but friendly forces clerred the city b
nightfall.,  In addition, five of +the eight district headquarters in
3inh Dinh rrovince were atvacked. A1l Tive vere coastel dictricté‘

. . ' = - J

'1*("".. L ‘ hveeo 4 ] 14 3 : .
the cegltcls of the three interior districts were not subjected to

" attacks.
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- Although u1GIHT reflected the presence qf 211l three regimentzl
sﬁbordinates of the 3rd Diyision in coastal eress in late Jﬁnuary,
::collateral_sources belieﬁq&ﬂh&t oniy'18th Leginenp olément; were in-
-volved in Tet §ttapks. The 2nd VU uegimént nad beeﬁ dsmaged.in several
engegenients during Decerber &na January,Aagd the PAVE 22nd Zegiment
had suffergd severe losses on the -ong Jon Plain in December, The

18th iegiment had been heavily engrged near Phu 0st on 23 and 24 Jen-

uary, but took part in Tet attecks despite the severe losses it had

»
takenﬂﬂﬁﬁ

Collateral sources hold the VO 36th and 363 sonper Bettalions
and the VC & 210th L¥ ‘attelion as the rajor VO units which joined

" 18th liegirient elenents in thesc attecks.

3e SOUTHLEN FiQuY/PAVH 5TH DIVISION A2t (PHU YN AND KHANH HOL)

In the sSouthern rfront/FiVl. 5th Livision arez, seversl major attacks

took place on 30 January. In Phu Yen, the provincial capital of Tuy

Hoa.and the district cgpital of Hieu-Xong‘were attacked on 30 Jenuary.
Eléments of ihe ?Avn 95th leginent joined the, VC 30th I F Bettelion and
‘tﬁe Ve 85th settalion in these assaults, ‘On 31 Januery, the Sth Beat-
talion, FAVW 95th iegiment attecked Tuy Hoa Forth lirfield, and lost

over 200 killed, Allied losses were 2L KIi and 97 ¥IA in this clash.
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In Khanh Hoa Province, majdr aﬁtacks were delivered against Kha
Trgng, the‘Prévincial'capital, and the district papitals Iiinh Hoa and
Cam Lam, The 7th Batfalion, PAVE 18b h;giment‘was reportedly involved
in the attack on i‘éha"l‘rangf iZnemy elements remained in Kha TrangAfor
severalidays-béfore beiﬁé forcéd to retreét, leaving more than 200 dead,
ranq nearly 100 weapons behind. rriendly losses were 5L killed and 95
wounded.,

Other 18B ﬂégiment elements were reportecdly engaged &t Xinh Hoa

! .
District Town. Three enemy sapper companies, the K90th, K91st and
7T86th, supported tbe.assaults of 183 uegiment elements on itha Tréng
and Ninh Hoa. Other eneﬁy'elements participeting in ettacks elsewheré
;in Khanh Hoa; including the essault against Cam‘Lam,‘included the T83th

Sapper Company and the PAVIi 95th Artillery Zattalion, zccorcding to col-

lateral sources,

B I.CORPS AEEA

1. PAWN 2ND DIVISIQN1AREA (QUANG EAM, QUANG TIN AND QUANG KGAI)

w

With the exception of a fire attacii.gainst Danang on the night of
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29—30 Jenuery, T:T attacks in I Corps did not begln until 31 Janbary, 2&{

: ; s
/ a ﬁay later than attacks 1n II Corps, Thus, 2llied forces had an extra 27 _ |

|
day of warning in this.area.

oy

On 30 Jenuary, HOA reported thet the FAVN 2nd Division was now em-
ploying tactical communications:

"Information recently aveilable indicates that-the g,
PAVH 2nd Division implemented & tactical communications plen 1
on 30 January. Communications plens of this nature are nor-. §
mally activated by Vietnenese Communist nilitary units for ;
offensive operations. 411 rajor elements of the PAVI 2nd
liivision are currently concentreted in the eastern ‘luang
Hem~Juang in Province trens ..."

The report then detailed the current cispositions of 2nd Uivision
elenients, and noted that several suborcdinates of (iroun LL were in the

sane ared.,

I
>
e

2/0/VCli/i:47-68 3021552 Januery 1968 FOLLOU-UP i 10 T0 2/0/VCii/1:32-68

AKDF fixes obtzined on the 1st VC and 3rd PAVH “egiments on 30
January refl lected a:parallél movenent oy these two units since 28 Jaﬁu-
ary; Both relocated‘:pproximately 20-25 kilometers, from the Quéng
.NameQuang Tin border to positions in close prdximity‘to a complex of

.

south Vietnamese district headquarters aleng the (uang Ham coast.

That same day, AlDF fixed the £02nd-5appef“5attalion witfin 25 kilome-

ﬁers 6f,bahang.~ SmAS for BO*January'reporﬁed'ﬁhat the'MR'5 Forward
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Tactical ilement had reloczted approximaiély 1.0 kilormeters from its

28 January nosition in Cuang Tin Yrovince, ard as of 29 Jenuary, this

headquarters Wies now in Juang kem “rovince, anvroximately 20 kilometers

from Hoi in, and into & cluster of eneny terminals which now included
Hg, Group Lh; il 5 Forwerd Tactical .sleuent; ilg, 2nd iivision and iyps

rForward ilement; 1st VC .eginent; and 3rd ciVI legiment,

The'31 January g?tacks in Juang ! ;m Province struck Tenang; Hoi An,
tﬁe‘provincial capitel; and the cepitéls of the four %istricp which
liﬁe,the Qﬁang ran coast.v is in the case of Binh Iinh 'rovince, the
four interior districi towns were not attacked,

Danang weas roc;eted and nortered sever:l times Ly the IAVID 3683
Artillery‘hegimént petween 30 Jdaonuery and 3 Februsry, and Allied in-
stallations were attacked by the lOu d Japper Bettalion and the 1120th
ve L¥ Baﬁtalion. Hoi iin wias attacked by 3rd l.egiment elerents and the

V=25 LF amttallon, accdrd'ng Lo collateral., The district ceo plt:ls of

Hoa Vang, Duy Xuyen, rieu Khon and Tien bén were also attacked, In

Ao A
addition to local elements, collateral sources belleve that PAVII 31st
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liegiment elements took part in attacks elsewhere in (uang. liam. Al-

though SIGINT indicated that the st VC hegiment relocated to the i~

- nediate attack area, in conjunci,.n with the move of the PAVIl 3rd

_megiment, which did take part in #et attacks, collzteral sources do
not list the I1st VC lLegiment as having participated in these attacks,

Its position strorigly suggests thet it was held in reserve, to follow

up the attacks, or counter Alliecd reaction forces.

287 -

W R W

i "."1 r HRa P 5 ‘ r
In Quang Tin rrovince,  the only major assault was conducted
against the pProvincial capitel, Tam iy, on 31 Jenuary, As indicated
: v LR, s 4 L &N 9
by its' late Japuary pelocation +i P
- its enuary lelocutlon to the.iaxxhy area, PAVN 21st legiment
glements took pert in this attack. In addition, colletersl indicatesd
that & newly—foriied us Tin Provinei
, > : Luang 1vin Srovineisl F ] i
i A B incial Force, connosed of the VG 70th,
72nd and 7hth L Battalions were involved in the ettack on Tem Ky, as
‘ | LA e wdab LW Y E)
were scattered local VC elements, wneny forces were pushed out of Tam
hy w1th heavy losses—- 262 dead and over 10C weapons, as commared with
Allied losses of 3 killed and 56 wounded,
" 'In Quang lgai, the 50 A rovi b I
g Hgei, s uthernmost province of I Corps, where bhoth
PAVII 2nd and rd Divisi ; ts he ed
. _ 3 ivision @lemenus aave operated, the rost signifi~
cant attack was launched against © ngel eit
‘ L2 e ubélnbt =ueng .gel city on 31 Jenuary, A1l

mejor VC units in wuang Lgai k‘rovinée reportedly took part in Ithis
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/Ol R

attacx. The VC organizeé these elements into two new regimentsl for-
mations, according to collzteral. <The LOlst sapper iegiment was renor-
tedly formed from the VC LO5th and L06th Sapper Battelionss the 107th
AL Battalion; and‘the 120th rontegnard Battalion, The ¥C 36th, LSth

and 81st LE sattalions we;c reportedly organized into the 328th VC
hegiment, Preliminary casualty totals listed Allied cead at 51, with
an additional 1,0 wounded. T%e enery’ force was bndiy hurt, losing

642 killed, according to prelinminary figures, and leaving 190 ipdi—

vidual weapons &nd L2 crew-served weapons on the battlefield, Ievised

figures later estimated enemy losses &s over 800 in the @ssault on
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Guang Ngai city. In addition to this asseult, other local VC forces . :Zlei’
“{ in Queng kgal Province attacked four district twwns; Son Tinh, llo Duc,

Nghiea iHanh and‘ﬁinb 300N,

SIGINT had revealed little information on eneny plens in Quang
HNgai Province prior ﬁo,t?e atteck. The chief indicator of forthcoming
attacks was ?he cevelomaent of & concentretion of enémy glements in an
-ares épproximate;y 20 kilometers west of Tuang Mgai city by 29 Janu-
ary. AIDIF reports indicated that tﬁe suang hgai frovincial Unit;

a subordinate of the Mii 5 Provincial Unit Bontrol; and two subordi-

nates of iiear JServices, Group L4 were involved,

2. ¥ TTH (QUAKG T-I AID THUA T01:5K)

In Quéng Tri Frovince, attacks commenced oﬁ 31 Januery. Again,
the heaviest attack was directed against the provincirl capital, Quang
Tri city. dlemégts of the PFiVi 812th iregiment and &t least two bat-

 talions of the PLVI 5th “egiment‘reportedly took mart in this zttack,

SIGINT had reflected the move of the &612th :egiment from the irmediate

DMZ area to & position on the “uang Tri-Thua ?hien rovince border by

20 January, epproximately 20 kilometers south-southwest of Quang Tri

Ccity. As of the time of the collateral estimate, friendly casuslties

’
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were unknown; enemy casualties were reported as 868 killed, In addi-

“

tion, the enemy &bandonec nearly 200 individuzl and 36.cr¢w served wea-

pons .

LElsewhere in Quang Tri Province, the district towns of Trieu Phong

¥ai Linh, Cam Lo and Hai lang were attacked, Ylements of the 7th Bat-
t&lion,,PAVN 29th lLegimen; reportedly attacked Hel Lang on 1 February.
6n 2 Febfuary, PAVI. elements, reportedly from the 270th Independent
hegiment or the 27th Independent Zattalion lost 111 killed at Cam 19,
j o

an§ on SyFebruary, BAVN elements attacked Trieu “hong. Collateral
estimetes suggest théﬂ'over 6,000 enerny troops were committed to Tet
jattacks in Qg&ng‘Tri “rovince, which{ if valid, fer exceeds the nun-
ber believed committed in any other province. Pleiku Prévince, where
collaﬁéral estimates that L500-5000 enemy.soidiers were engeged, is
closgéﬁ to Juang Iri in collateral estimates of the size of the enemy
‘force engaged in let attacks,

The rost dévaS'ating atteck in the northern proVinces‘was leunched
against Hue on 31 January. :Othcr najor attacks in Thua Thien Province

"included the assault of Phu Ioc District leadquarters by elements of

the (VC: 80Lth sattalion, Lth iegiment, and the mortaring of Phu Bai,
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Prior.td the attack on lue, SIGINT had indicated & clustéring of i

enemy radi 2inals in + Hus sres 3
, Yy raclo terminzls in the ijue ére&, as noted earlier, By 29 Jenuary,

B3

.

Pivl 6th egiment; i, iT TTil; en

44

) "
I orvar G ulel.lellt by & .LA{ were W, tullzl & LYIO one te raca u aD\)I QX1 ~

mately 15 kilometers from ue,

. with the Hue sapper battalion, and other 1

On 31 January, eletents of the PAWN Lth, 6th and 29%h “egiments
' -~ AL )

ocal units, attacked Hue and

occupied large 4 Y : : ‘
P rge scctions of the city. They released 2500 nrisoners

from the city jeil, and immecdiztely conscrinted at least 500 of therm,

.
fnemy elements stubbornly clung to vortiond of the city before being

i ccross the river. They destroyed the oridge acros e ‘o
driven ccross the river They destroyed th ic across the luong

kiver, which runs through the hecrt of ilue, and eventuclly withdrew

to the Imvericl City. Despite the insertion of US larines, enemy ele-

ments continued to hold on to well-prepared nositions in the citadel,
and‘the Viet Copg fl&g conbinued to fly over the lmreriesl 8ity,
While U3 Harinesa§tempted to clear the city,.1st Cavelry Division
elementsvattémpted to prevent reinforcements from rezching the Com-.

-

munists, . On 3 February, the 2/12th Covalry . eginent killed 85 eneny

v

-

~troops in a fire fight near lue, By 7 Iebruary, cunuletive casual-

ties for the liue battle totalled 211 Allied troops killed and 962

wounded,  The eneny force had ¢lready lost over 2,000 dead.

RS i . o e <
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The 6 Febru;ry‘QLAS reyealed that since 26 Jznuary, major enemy N
‘elements in ¥k TTH had been usihg a new tactical signel »len, The 515
L noted that users of this plon includéd the Forward ilement, !g, Ml TTH
" the Hue Municiﬁal Unit; the RAVH‘éth end 9th :eginents; and probably
'-Hg; i TTH. Thé tue hu§icipal Unit;.Forward.ulement, fo. TIH3 and two
”funideﬁﬁified contiol elements werc communiceting with at least 16
subordinates in this new signal plan. 5&D? results for early February

vcontinued to revezl & substential concentrstion of eneny forces in

the zrea.
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3/0/07Y/132-68 6 February 1968

G, III CO@E&

Tet attacks in the ALVI 11I Corps ares, like those in the I Corps
area, did not commence until 31 Jenuary, Tihis geve A11ied commenders
an extre day of warning, and enebled them to take nrecautionary nea-
sures which re&uced the effectiiveness of the eneny assaults.

Sixi3 for 30 Jdanuary continued to note the pessage of urgent mes-
) [} o

sages by COSVH. Tive of these were addressed to g, ¥ 6 on 28 Janu-

)

ary, and six to the VC 5th Division element in hien iloz Province. The

5th Division element sent eleven nmesssges to COLVE thet day.
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In the early rorning nours of 31 Jdenuary, Tet stitecks commenced in

3

III C7%. 7The most significent witacks were directed zgeinst seigon

and the mien Hoa-long L:ihh coiwlex, In seversl other nrovinces, as-
saults were on & snaliler scale, ond were cérrisd out nrincipslly by

local forces. in Tey iiinh Frovince, collatersl holdings incicate that

‘

Tay Kinh city end three of ths four district capitals were brought

¢

v

under attack by locéliforcc comnenies. In liinh ~ong, the nrovincial
capitgl of /in loc &nd the remnining two district towns, Toc Iinh ?hd
Chon Thanh wérelﬁlso asszulted by local f&rce comnanies. In Fhuwoc leng
Province,.local forces cttecikked rhuoc iinh, the pfovincial capital,

and song Be., In Long an, local forces attacked Tan in, the provincial

capital, and Zen Luc, one of the six district tovms. In Hau lighia,

local forces attacked the provincial headguerters, Bai Trai city, ancd

1

8 two district tovms. 1n i3inh Zuon two district headcusrters came under
] =

attack. 1In a1l of these assaults, no more thin a few hundred cnemy

.

troops were employed in &ny one nrovince. o % :

ke
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The two nmajor attacks, on Saigon znd Bien loz, also began in the

"predawn hours of 31 Januery, :lements of the VC 267th and 269th Ret-~

o

talions @nd the newly-orgenized L-16 Iocal ¥orce lattalion attacked

Tan son Lkhut from the north and west., +he VO 2nd and &4th 17 Batial-

ions entered Cholon froi the west, and the C10 Lepper Dettelion fssaul-
& d o G 1 i . g : ;
ted the "residential lalace and the Us imbassy. slsewhere in Gia Tiinh

'

Province, Gia Linnh city end two district towns were ettecked, GColla-
: _ ; f

’

teral sources indicateé thrt these attacks were conducted by the VC D-12th

and D-14th II' Battalions and elenents of the 306th iF lietialion, smong

- others,

Concurrent with the attick on seipon, the VO 5th Division attecked

Allied installations in the Dien loa area. The YC 274th legiment

v w

#

attacked liien Hodé ilrbase and the 275th jegiment ettacked r'V 11 Head-

{
quarters at Long binh, just south of Bien lloz city., Three district

capitals in Bien iloz Srovince viere #lso attzcfed. Collaterzl holdings
indicate that the VC Phu loi I} Battelion; the Tong HNedl iF 3ettelion;

and the VC Lth LF 3atielion were involved in these zttacks.

Fighting in Jeipon continued for several days, but o 5 Februery,
' ‘ | , T h

AKVY forces begun a successful sweep operation while elements of the
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Us 9th and 25th Division sirvownded the oity, Klthough VC elements /45
remeined in the Phu Tho lwcetrack erea as late as 21 Februery, the ALV
sweep eliminated the msjor eneny units temaining in bsigon,
Erior to the attacks in the Bien Hoa.eres, SIGIHT had reflected
a growing'concentration of VO 5th Division elements in 3ien Moa during
Jenuary, As indicated e;rlier, by 24 Jdenuery, S5th Division i1 ele-~
ment§ had shiftgd their arexz of interest from Phucc Iong Frovince to

soutnern Bien iloa, and during the last several deys of the month,

- N

" 5th Division I elements end i1 elements of ﬁq, 2. 1 renorted on thet
area.
Attecks in the 11T ¢7%4 continued on 1 znd 2 rebruary, On the
night of 31 January-1 rebrusry, the VC L45th LF Zattzlion attacked
‘Ba'hia, the capital of Fhuoc Tuy “rovince, 1liec losses were 21 IIA
and 100 wlia. inilian ce.sunities were 16 LIi znd 34 WIA. The cneny
lost 260 killed, On the night of 1-2 rebruary, tw§ sneny battalions
attacked the provinciel capitsl of 1ong‘ﬁhan}_Frovince, Zuan I@;. .
Allied'casualiies verae 17 illed end 26 wounceds; in éddition, 2 civiliens

.

were killed anc 113 woundea. The eneny &tizck force lost 66 killed,
. %

P
1n Binh Ducong “rovince JIGINT ccntinues to reflect enemy nlans

for further action against illied bases. Ey late Januery, several 11T
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elements wnich had been reporting on f1lied ectivity in noirthesstern

Tey Hinh had commenced reporting on 41lied sctivity in

Dinh Duong,

Qn 30 Jgnuary, HoA reported that & concentrution of cneny elements

was developing in the lichelin flvntuthn area of * 1nh >inh Province,
Ly BT T TR

;S B v Wt e e

The. report notodytha scveral. mejor stations were involved. (The refer-
enced designators are Pejeg to the accompanying m#n). Iany of these had
been described earlier, in the 15 Janusry report which hed dgtailed the
‘emergencekof several rew communicztions grouss in III CTZ. (3ep P 37-4L0
map on P 39)., OStetion i, located in the Binh Puong—ginh long “rovince
border area on 23 Jinuary, was the stztion ! ro%nn“v essociated with the
_ PAVI 101§£ Legiment, 7th Livision. It conzamnicrted with the first rajor
control (CT #1) described in the 15 Jenuary revort, station B, locsted
in the éame ares on 18 January, had comunicetced with (A) during Jan-
vary.  lhis elenent was observed on 20 January rcquesﬁlng its control in
‘Tay Iinh Frovince to reley messages to lig, 33 Froat. ostation C moved
from northern Tey minh to northesstern Linn uong between 13 end 16
Jénuary. This stetion coxnunwcgte with an widentified control in
_the Binh Duong-iien ioe ‘rovince zres, stotion D wes believed to be

| the PAVN 88th kegient. .etween 20 October 1967 end 10 Januery, this

statlon communicated with an element of the VU 5th lLivision Hg element
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“

in Phuoc Long Province. This 5th Rjvision Hg element roved southwards
in early January, and ceased communications cctivity as of 12 January,
indicating that 1t had probebly been reuniited with its parent headcquar-

“ters. Station & was &n unidentiried element which had first appeared

in early December 1967.. This station communicated with & control

authority in Tey linh rrovince. Stetion F, which communicated with.
A and C, was referredto &s CT /1 in the 15 danusry rsvort, i&s of 29

. Januery, this stetion wes located in eastern 3inh Duong 'rovince,

/09

The report rioted thet several i1 eléments were in the zrea, inclu-

i

'

ding the (95 ..econnaissznce Compeny, suberdinete to [.I3, 9th Jivision,

ot &% o
T K A AT

e Si Fu Em SE ge e n
Ay E2% kY Ay A o Ay v

kS
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The 31 January s.io refiected the movement of additioneal uniden-

tified enemy elements into Linh Luong Province. Jui3 for 1 February

o

revealed thet on 28 January, LUsVIi had addressed a nessage to its

3

subordinate 46th sapper-czconnaissence Hattalion whixh exoressed inter-
est in Dau Tieng end rhu suong. 'The message rmentioned the U3 3rd Det-

tallion, 22nd regiuent; the 2nd Battalioh, 12th leginent; end 2 nossi-
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ble 2nd settelion, 22nd .rtillery .egiment. The 33.3 roted that the /20

,/’ 3/22nd and the 2/12th were sudordinzte to the 3rd Hrigede, U3 25th
Division, headquartered at Dau Tieng. The 2/22nd ariillery :egiment
referenced by CUsVE, the J..:3 noteq, wis probably the ALV 2/22nd lech-

anized lnfentry ..egiient, «lso &t Dau leng.

L BL Su 3O MR B F
7 (A S S N

3/b/dTY/h27-68 31 Jemuery 19683 3/0/37Y/::28-68 1 Februsry 1968

e

On 2 February, Ldi reported Uhat nilitery intelligence communi-

cations indiceted that an eneny atteck in the Len Cat-Lai Khe area had

been planned, but had been prevented by the disvetch of armored vehi-~
cles from Lai Khe, The control element revealed that the present plan

was to trap three companies of the U5 1st Division, and join PAV] 7th
Jvision elements in "reattacxing ilen Cat'". The I control and subor-

ainate were both located by AiDF in the imediate Zen Cat-Is1 tthe area.

e
b
P
¥

2/0/VCH/158-68 0217247 February 1968 FOLIOW=U2 ... 18 TO 2/0/VCli/E 30-68
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On 1 February, elerients of the VO 272nd and 278rd legiments, VC Jth
Division were reportedly engagec just L kiloneters from Phu Cuong, the

provincial capitel of Binh Luong. The U3 28th leginent killed over 3C0

of the enemy in this engegement. SIGINT had last icentified these

A i




Doc ID: 6632219 Doc Ref ID: A6632218

two regiments in the Tay Kiﬁh—Binh Long-Cembodisa border ares on 23
Junuary; well north of the 1 February encounter.

On 2 rfebruary, 1471st iegiiient elements attacked the AlVE 1st Zat-
talion, 8th regiwent in jinh iruong Frovince. On the night of 2-3 Feb-

ruary, enemy elements took U3 base camps at Jsu Tieng, I&i Lhe, and

Cu Chi under fire with .122 mn reckets and 57 rn recoilless rifie fire,

but no new significant ground eszeults develoned in that ares,

D. IV COiiPs

M

Most attacks in IV C1Z were carriec out on the night of 30-31! Jan-

.uar and as in I and 1I Corns, illied comaanders hed 2 dav's warnin
3 ) ol o

—— e —

=1
-

after the attacks in 1 Z. Une of the most devastating attacks was

directed aguinst the city of iy Tho, the capitzl of I'inh Tuong Province.
The attack was carried out by the VC 261st zhd 263rd IF 3attalions:and

ﬁhe VC 514th IF Jattaiion. Cn 28 and 29 Jenuary, ARDF .had fixed the 263rd

and 261st Battalions, respectively, in en &rea more than 30 kilometers

from Xy Tho. In this attack, civilien casualties were extremely heavy.

61, were killed and 600 wounded, and nezrly 5,000 civilian homes were

"burned down. uneny losses were L34 killed, Cailﬁe and Cei Lay District
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Towns were also attacked in [inh Tuong, Collateral indicates that the C Z—

DT1 MF negiment and the VO 207th iff Lattalion were involved.

“» - Another major atteck wis celivered against Ben Tre in Kien Hoa by

the VC 518th IF Battelion. Over 150 AlLVH soldiers i-erc killed in this

‘.assault, and there were 150 civilian casudlties as well., Other ele- ‘ :

) » g e o - . R
ments of the 518th pattalion atiaciked the district towns of ilo Cey and

Binh Deai. .

H

In Kien Zhong -rovince, elements of the VC 502nd LF Zattalion

‘attacked Ceo Junh end dong .gu. In IV 0TZ, since few oIGIIT resources

3

were available et that tine, SIGLIT reveclec little of the enemy offen-

sive, However, ~:DU infor-ation was aveilsbis on seversl torminals loca- !

.ted in Dinh Tuong, lien rhong and illen lioe rovinces, where the me jor

- attacks agalnat Ly Tho, ben Yre ancg Cao Lanh took nlece. AIDF infor-

Gd

=

‘mation supplied to conswiers in the 27-29 Jinuary period revesled o con-

centration of eneny elesents epproxinmetely 35 kilometers from liy Tho,
consisting of the VC 261st «nd 263rd buttelins, vhich took nort in the
. ~attack; the Xy Tho Provincizl Unit; end Forwerd <lement, Alfernste Hq,. I3l 2,

. ARDF for 1 February noted substantial moves by &t lesst two of these-

’

Ft, Alternate Hq, .. 2 and the.2 C1~t bettelion- to positions 5-7 kilome-

ters north of iy Tho. Apparently, Fu, Alternste lq, il. 7 wes estab-

‘lished to direct tbe assault on liy Tho.

PP T
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klsewhere in IV CT4, VO ilain Force and local Force batﬁalions con-
.ducted attacks against AlVH provincial anﬁ district towns. In Go Cong,
‘elements of the V0 57/,th Zattalion and the 361st L Lettelion etteeked
Go Cong city. In Vinh .:inh, thg 501st VO I Gettelion atlscicen Tre

“Binh, the provincial capital, vhile ether «lxwnis, including the

VC 503rd, 505th, and 525th I Counanies, and elevcats of the VC 509th,
527th and 531st LF Bettalions attecked Ceng Zong and Tiew Cen Ddstrict

Towns, - In Vinh lonj “rovince, the VC 857th LI’ and 306th 7 Zettalions
‘attacked Vinh long city, and elenents of the VG 308th !F Hettalion !
asseulted severwl district towns., In Chuons Yhien, locel elenents
attacked Vi Thanh city. In e Xuyen, Joc Trang wos assaulbted by the
& Battelion, and local elements attacked 1y Xwren end Than!

D716l VC L¥ Battalion, &n 1 el ts sttack w nd Thanh

ri. In Zac ILieuw, Vinh Lol cilty was etticled by five II° corpenies.,
Trie I 2 u, Vinh Lol cily was ettec! by five 1I° corpenies
In Phong Lin, the VO Tay Do I¥F if<ttelion ¢ni the 303rd 1F lattelion

J

ettacked Can Tho, the provineial capital, The 309th i° Zettelion
and local elenents attacked thres district towns. In ilien Giang, kach

)

Gia was esseulted by elesents of the VO U ilInh 10 IF 3attelion, and

other elements of that unit attucked ia Yien wnd Hien An. Cheu Phu,
the provincial capital of Cheu lLoc, was overrun by the VC 512th IF

Battelion, &nd An Phu and Tri Ton were zttacked by the VC 510th and

Y
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511th IF Battalions. In &n Xuyen, Juen long city wes attacked by the

. VC U liinh 11 LI Zattelion, znd Cai loc wes essculted by the lNew 306th

<

"VC LF Battalion. 1n lden Tuong, the 267th VC iF Bettslion attacked
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Hoc Hao, and in oa Dec, LF compenied @ssaulted va Dec city, Luc Ton,

and Duc Thanh,
By the end of the first few days of februsry, the Tet CPfensive
wasg dargely over, a«lthough fierce fighting —-ontinued in Hue, and

mop-up &ction in seigon, ben e tThuot, and other areas. Hawever,

exclusive of the continuing ¢cticen in those creas, new attacks de-
livered after the first few deys in fcbruary canmmol, be considered
—
part of the ‘et Offensive. lwuring the first few deys Qlecbruary,
SIGIUT revealed nuuerous enemyyplans to follow uﬁ the Tet attecks
with new assaults, oprimerily Ly kcy units which had not been committed
in the'first vave,., 6s noted, in some ceses, thesé.attacks were deli-
vered, such &s the aftack on Lk To and Yan Cenh by 17Lth iegiment
"elements and the firefight between 272nd end 273rd ieginent elenents

and the Us ZSth segiment near Phu Cuong. Hdwévef, epparently, the
enenmy did not feel that.COnditions warranted the cormitient of his

: es against wdjor allied base camp & rmost o hese cttack plens
forces against wdjor Allied base camps, and t of th ttack pnl

were aborted., However, eneay units remcsinec joised for attack, through

v

.

niuch of February, reacy to take cdvantege of eny opportunities caused

by the disruption wrezked by the Tet Offensive.

/22
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te B3 FLONT Lilsh

During the first several deys of February, 33 Front elements con-
tinued to express exﬁreme interest in £1lied positions in the area, &s
they souéht an opportunit& vo follow up their Tet cttazcks., There were
‘strong ind;cations that & new phese of tactical ectivity vas scheduled
for implementation in carly Pebrusary. On 1 Februnry, T wa;ned of
another phase of the enery offensive, nossibly scheduled to commenge on
3 ?ebfuary. The report reczlled aﬁ 8 Januéry message between two uni-
dentified eneﬁy elements which had referred to "I Plus L" ectivities,
and é late January message passed by the PAVi. 1st Divisien iig element

which had referenced a plan schedulec to begin no later than 28 Janu-

ary and end no later than 2 rebruary.
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SBAS for /4 February reflected continued eneny interest in the

.
.

4

Dak To-Can Tenh erea. i newly-activated subordinate of the MIJ, 1st
‘- : - .

Division, located in the Jak To area, continued to report extensively
0 " R . » ¥ .

‘on Allied cénvoy activity in the Tan Céﬁﬁ”area.
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SEAS for 6 rebruary revealed that on 5 IFebruary, this 1I element
had reported to I3, 1st Division that it had been hit by a 3-52 strike

on L Februery, “he element reported that it had suffered three killed,

"

e

. b . ' N
ana that its ounkers had collsalfsed. .
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During the next scveral days, mgjor B3 froni combat elements re-
mained near key tafgets.in the arez, .The 32nd,-6éth ancd 17Lth iregi-
ments were near Lek Toj; the 2Lth LRegiment was near “ontum; the 95B
kegiment and othef elauents were close to.Pleiku city; and the Jarlac
Provineial Unit; elm;ents of the 33rd legiment; and ¢ B3 iront 156}
element were threutening ien i Thuot. Furing this period, 3IGILT
pro@uct continued tc refercnce cnemy.pléhs to shell illied positions,
nétably Qak To and Le Thanh. The‘majon engegenent of this period
wes the attack on Phe AVID L2nd segiment in wostern Kontum by enenmy
elements believed to be the 2nd iattalion, 77Ath “eglient,  dnery
forces lost 150 deqd in this action. o

-

AiDF information soon began to reflect the movemwent of major 33

Front elements away frow their operating areas near key illied tergets.
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The 2Lth wegirent moved north, away from hontum city, and by the second

week in February, both the 17,th and 32nd ..eriments had relocated away

from the vek To ares and into Cembouis. Both units continued their
repositioning. A.DI informetion on the 17hth leginent nleced that

unit in northern 2leiku rrovince by late Jeoruvery, while the 32nd eri-

nment moved throu;h Cembodis into southern . leiku, ~nd then into lrrlac

Province in late February., oimilarly, other 2.7 elements ioved avay

)
B

from Lan lie Thuot following their ejection from tne city.

Althougn enemy eleients continued to threaten fllied vositions,

activity .in the Hontum=ileilku .rovince rfrea was mrisarily confined

to fire attacks, which increased steadily, and Lo the arbushing of

i

.convoys. In Larlec #rovince, howewer, cnother threet to .jan e Thuot

'develoéed in-late rebruary wnd early ..arch, as the 32nd :eginent relo-
‘cated into Earlac, and the 33rd *egiment, in conjunction with the B3

‘Front illq element, turned toward scn @s Thuot égein in lete february.

‘Prior to that period{ the 33rd s egiment, the 53 front iig ¢lement, ond
 the Pérty:terminal zssociated with the FAVE 33rd egiment‘hag moved

hell southwest of Jan .le Thuot in mid-Februery, but had rnoved north-

.4

northeast to an «res northeast of the ¢ty by late revruary, nrenare-
24 v . g 2 ! 1

/3 Z
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< g 3 : ot s S
tory to a series of smell scale attacks delivered afainst the city in sz—"
early wmarch,
. PAVIE i D 4.l it 51040
2 Vii 21T, 3&D ;51 VISI0H
In the PAVE 3rd livision arez in 3inh 2inh Province, enemy units
were quiet during the weeks iimiediately following the Tet attecks,
Hdajor combat elenents rerncined relatively stationary through mid-
February; and there were frequent reflections of bombordment ond Allied
tectical pressure. he most notable engegerent wes the 7 Februsry ettack
- . - 7
on an [T outdost 9 kllonetcvs rorth of wul Lhon by the 8th lattalion, 18th ¢
P | -»- ;
’ L §J; i . : 437
o e,

-

e oy

‘liegiment. 74 of the enewy, including the battalion comsaender, were

-

killed in this battle, T S W."w:w P
The comont clements subordinete to the uoutaern Front/2iVii 5th.
2

b

Divisién were also relatively inactive phrqugh ruch of February, &s
they attempted to regroup and build vack to strengﬁh. The 95th and
183 :egiments were in central Phu Yeh Province; the X30th iF Battalion
was alohg the hu Yen coast, south of Tuy Hbaj and iHq, 5th Division
was in the hu Yen-ihenh iioa Frovince borcer aren. The 180 leginent
had‘returned to its base ares in Pau Yen by 5 cebruery, after cond?c~
ting attacks egoinst ihe Tfang and liinh ﬁoa during Tet. ’lowever, by

early i.arch, the 181 iiegiment had again moved into Ihanh Hoaz frovince,
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Hinh v and 30

o'

to a position approximctely 30 kiloi.cters southwest of

o

kilometers  northvest of Lhe Treng.

Following their Yeb atbecks, AVI 2nd Division slenents remcined

in attack positions in iuang e Province until mid-t'ebruary. The

sueng Lewl rovince from weng Tin, where it

21st :egiuent returned to

had joined in tne atticx on Tem ky during Tet. The 9 February 54/.5°
oJ o/
warned of a substantial concentration of enemy elerents in the

Hoi in area of eastern juang icoi, including ilq, 2nd

Forward mlement; @ll three reginentsl suhordinates of the division- the

“1st VC and the 2aVi. 3rd anc 2ist ieginentsy the :

3685 Artillery
negiment &nd its 2nd sattelion; The Forward Yecticel lement, ilg, .0 53

Legiment; ¢nd the L02nd capver Jetialion,

~
of M Bk S8 BE & 2L AL L L B S W SL AL 24
WU W WY IE e W W G W <

3/0/5Ti /1 35-68

AL gL oS 28 AL Q4 2k St 8L S IR L L
e T S oGk 9 30 3 5% 4 dv S 4 IR

On & and 9 Februsry, teaetical cetivity in ‘ueng Lan Frovince

flared up momentarily. On 8 rebrusry, the 3rc iattalion, 31st iegi-
, ‘ “5

‘uent attacked a Corbined fetien Platoon in centrel weng Lem g

td

inflicting casualties of 15 killed and 57 woundeg on the

£ 3

The 3/31st .egiucnt lost 150 killed in this clash. ©n 9 Febrpery,

2nd Division combat elewents lost nearly 200 killed near 'loi in in a

the

W
-

«

ctr
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" firefight with the Uo 1st Ilzttelion, 35th :éginent on I /WALIONY

HSEAING R P @

In addition, 30 mecmbers of the
ters south of lanang.
Following these clashes, =neny elenents in weng Yan Trovince

concentrated on evading allied forces Corsaunist commmnications

reflected continued harass:;ient from bombard:

( .')
r~

e tactical pressure,

cht

1

The o400 for 14 february reveal:d that caniure. docwaents nad con-

firmed the S)1GINT identificrtion of. forwerd larent, 2nd Jivision and

'
i

the 1st VO and 3rd and 21st iVl PHegirents.  4in zgﬁmtlon, the 8243
noted that & communicetions terndnal acuvive since June 1967 hed been

identified as thoe L01st oepper Eegiient, in ‘uang fgri Crovince,

According to co*Lateral, this reginent had been orgenized in Jenuary
1968, anc had teken part in the 31 Jenuery atteck on Cuer g Uras. eity,
. On 15 February, the J.ts noted thot the 31st iegiment, which had

relocated from north Vietnam by Decenber 1967, &nd then terminated its

led & Xilone~

e S
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3 L 1
interin comiunicati®ns facitity, Ned been reidentified in’corrunica-

1

tions, “he new radio termdnal serving th been acti-

o
W)
—
w
ct
(O]
S0}
tJ .
=
D
,’IS
ct
£
(21}
2

" %%
vated in late Lecenber, and currently cormuniceted with 49, -ear Ser-

. ' v
vices Group LL; the leneng siunicipal Unit; the L02nd o:vner Sattelion;g

the PAVE 3683 irtillery .eginent; and twvo unidentified elements. The

31st .eglwent was currently operating in centrel “uing Lam Province,

= K I R VR VA VT Y VN VS AL VS VA Y (YR
7 kR v ER L Ay I W Ay 73y A

By 20 Februery, i:1n inform.ation on 2nd Uivision elenents indicrted

that they had wltburavn from the .lol in-ianonng ares, #nd were in sou-

thern Jueng heam, relocating teoward thelir pre-iet operstionsl freas.

continued

Through the remainder of rebruary, 2nd Division
inactive in their vese areas,. in oreparation Lo thelir relocstion to

D

laos for refitting. I‘he 2n¢ Zivision head heen severely

Alliec operations in 1967 cnd wevly 1968, particularly WH oI2 /AR ILO:M,

and would hive to be rebmilt before it could regrin its custonary

e

coribat effectiveness,
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Be 1 YTHAQUANG Tl AMD THUS 1',:Q

SIGILT support ir. the iili TTH area during the neriod following the

TwT attacks centered around the

continuing battle in Yue. In enrly

February, Us liarines and A:Vi, elenents drove the eneny out of the

-

city, proper, end began the nainfully slow nrocess of digging thenm

out of their positions in the Cita

\
)

dizte vicinity of Hue in eerly
of PiVL 6th, 9th end 29th -wegin
nessages proviced considerable

The 8 February oo noted

(see accompanying ren). in 11t

‘Huong (Perfune) .iver to l:i ‘ia.

del., A0 resulbs reflected the

o

movenent of major cnexy adiinistrative elenients oawey fro.. the irme-

february, and indicatgd the nresence
ent ¢lements in the eres, Teekical
insight into eneuy intentions.

chat & 10th Cormeny as in iinh luong
h Company was to{%ttempt to cross the

i | 5

ther treticel riessages cerried

%

requests for 3-L0 rocket launchers to use ageinst A1llied boets on the

river. The 10th LO'nrny elso noted strong llied recction to eneny

rattempts to azdvance fresh troops into fue. Vhe 5405 identified the

10tn bompdnv as possibly suberdinate to o hattelion of the J4WVI 6th

teginent; a thorough review of =

{@SSALe 'Ct¢VlEJ some wesks 1o

indicated that this battalion wes actuslly the 9th I ttelion, 29th

kegiment.




P T .
“'h f‘_'r’ “e.
. v\' £ y
u\.l& ({754 "
(o
UV‘C" Sti\. .‘ —
L \‘f e "
M,oah BT ")"

Tas bforipp o8
4\0" !\“""‘ \5

c\u\‘
* t'-up(
y°

L
iMn\:>>Gﬁf?b a

n“\ Qryt

o i
.'Y&_,OV\V\ 'T.!H
Giey
o Hoe e




Doc ID: 6632219 Doc Ref ID: A6632218

Y R TR VR VI VRV L de o Lo
Ay W AN L2 D e W

3/0/5%1 /. .31.~568 g Februsry 1568

VR I U VRV

2 wihe 8% Ak 3 .
WS W W uT >

33

v

<y ]

snewy tectical messages ev1nced Lievt concern over +#1lied boat

’

traffie on the river, for it wes one of the chief supply routes for

atter 4o dislodge Comnunist troons from the Ci

Allied forces apting tacdel,

During the second weck in rebruary, elements of the 9th Hntis 1ion, 29th

eglment cluste reu in areas slong the banks of the luwong .iver
north of e, and attemnted to hinder Allied resunnly énd reinforce-

.

nent efforts. Comunist gunners senk o nwiber of Allied boats during

the battle in hecinerdng 41lied resunply clforts to sone axtent,

o
LUl y

el

the 9 iebruary S.ad revecled vhat the 10th Conpeny had renorted

.combat with 2llied troops &nd vesssls in & 7 reébrucry message. The
company reportec that it had been uneble to orgehize attecks against
Allied elements &t Lo nhe or a0 liy as yet., .. leter essage orderec

cnd helt reinforcements,

the 10th Company to attaci,

Februazy;vthe 10th bo“p(nv revorted

¢

of its rlatoons

Bao Vinh, one &t iiinh :uong &nd one &t Trieu Jon.
2658 Bf G b 4 9% 5P S 2% 48 2% 4 4k Sk 9

L T 3/0/51Y/r35-68 9 TFehruery 1968

24 ELOE A 34
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Doc |D: 6632219 As indicatecl? OgnR efLHDe 'A5§§>3,22%§\e positions held by the “'AO';c:h ‘Company gé/

and the tuargets of its aborted attscks line the nong :dver, and pro-
vide opportunity for &n occunying ferce to domincte river traffic,

i

bnemy rockets fired from these nositions were quite effecti¥e apeinst
Alliied boats.,

The 11 february simi» noted that the 10th Comnany had rerorted thet

it had been unable to cross the river at L& Khe because the peonle had ‘
fled, and there was no cover, %he 11th Comneny, at the Lni Ha, wes e
] 1 3 s

ordered to block illied elements moving un from 2o Vinh, &nd nrevent

)

xlresuélly of iine by boat, The JB%S &#1lso noted that enemy elements now
mnpioying the t&ctiéélvsignal nlen sdonted in lote Jenuary by neny
gngmy radio ténzinals in the lk fTH aree inclwled the Forwerd lement,
 Hq;'Mg TTﬁ; tﬁe possible Hue ggnicipnl Unit; @ battalion of the VAV
- 6th “egimegt; and an unidentified authority believed to be the AVI

9th ieginent. ' th svected 2.VH Gth ~eginent was in the Tue iri-
9th sinent he suspected 2.Vl Yth «cgirent was in the Tuen

city area; theremaining enemey elemsents using the new tectic

3y

.1 sig-

nal plan were near. :ue,

de bk B B Se BA B4 me NE S i da o L W B4
WU W W W W W G W AW W W W

3/0/311/:36-69 11 Februery 1968
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LiDF on the PAVY 6th -egiment amrdon an unidentified element of

the PAVE $th -eginent on 6 and 7 February nleced these elerents in the

AN

immediate vicinity of iue, wihile the Forward olerent, Hg !..TTi; the

Hue iunicipal Unit; and @éanother 9th :weginent elerient were located in

close proxinity to the city during the 6-8 Ffebruer

The 12 February vuid revealed thet the 10th Compeny had

sinking &n American boat on 11

feoruvary. On 12 February,

ry period.

b

rerorted

the 10th Con

pany was ordered to orginize a rocket.lzuncher nlatoon to fire on Allied

~vessels on the river,

v

S.uho for 14 February reported thet the unidentified battelion of

[ - the FAVE 6th “((leter identified &s 9th =

ttrllon, 2%9th egi-

ment)) had orde*ed l companies to withdraw to An Foa as soon os nos-

sible. At An Hoa, they would be met, and guided to an unspecified

assembly arez. lowever, the !

selves at Thanh Phuoc, and fire on :1lied vessels,

B~L0 rocicet teriis were to position them-

+he 10th Comveny

was directed to ignere these orders, &nd await further instructions.

3/0/57Y/1.37-68 12 February 19L 3/o/g”f %38-68

N

\

{"ea, west of the Uitadel, involving the 9th Company., In o

1L February 1968

The 15 February 3L:.3 reported tactical cctivity in the in Hoa

i 8

11, February




g
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- ;
message, the 10th Company reported that it had crossed .oute 1, Pre-

sumebly, the 10th Conneny was the last compeny of the 9th Battalion,
29th *egiment to reclocete Irom 1ts positions north of ue to the fin

Hoa erea.

®
ct
&
H
‘r- > ]

5243 for 1€ February c ed &« 15 -Februery message which ordered

two regimental transport compenies to oring down artnunition that night.

Between 50 end 100 rounds of .82 rui rortar c.cauunition was to be dropped

off at la Chu, thec possible location of an unidentified &th Bettalion.

QW AL 2L 2L M & 2t < LT % M 2 S M e &L 27 -4 2 pad oL
" W % v - 2] A ) (A} Y b Ea « 0 » 7 v v a3 A 7

' 3/0/5TY/1:4,0-68 15 February 1968; 3/0/30Y/1h1-62 14 Fobrunry 1968
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By this tine, the battle for contrel of :ue hed long since heen
decided, and allied forces were atteasting to clezr the few reueining
enemy troops from their entrenchments within the Citedel, Tacticel
communications serving the 9th lettalion, 7U.VII 29th legiment cecsed as of

1

17 February, &nd on 20 Februcry, ig, AVl 6th aghaent wes identified

well north of lue. OUn 25 Februery, the last ranaining eneny elerents
withdrew from iHue, ending the bettle,
On.26 rebruary, the 5ils reidentified the iecticel communications

previously believed to be serving the P .Vl 6th “eglient as serving the

PAVE 29th regi.ent. ihe battalion designators 7. a'ndﬂlaﬁ been observed;
_ s



Doc ID: 6632219

Doc Ref ID: A6632218

these are 29th .eginent betialion designators, not (th .egirent desig-

nators,

I x 5
regiment had bven observed,

! .

Originally, one of the earliest tactical messeges

-,

In adcition, severel versonalities associeted with the 29th

T TS B | S L
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3

on this

».
»
w
(&)}
1§23
e

facility had borne the signiture of & (th .egiuent steff nember, and

ey
"

the elements passing these resseges b

‘subordinate to the 6th -egiment on thuat basis,

the 7th and 9th settalions, and the obse:

g

viously asocizbed with the 2%9th ..cgiient
iments which had operated «long thc Huong
in Pebruary were actually suberdinate to

ment. As noted earlier, there were also

.

¢ veen tenbtetively identified ¢s

Cowever, references to

vence of nersonalitiss pre-—

soon indicated that enemy ele-
Jiver during the second week
the 9th +ettzalion, 29th -egi-

references to nn &th Dattalion

in the la Chu erea, &s well, This designation is problernctical; the £th

Battalion, 29th iegiment was believed to

ar

be onereting in the Khe Sanh

arez at thal time., Yet, no other regiment in the :lue area had en &th

Battzalion,

‘

BIGINT thus'indicateé that the 29th legiment bore the brunt of

the continuing battle for Hue in February,

vith the 9th 2attzlion
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‘.being particularly héavily‘involfed. Indications sre thzt 6th legi-
nient elements remeined in the area during February, but ﬁere‘apparently
,ndt as_heavily engaged.

Toward the eﬁ& of the bettlec for ile, PiVH clements egain devel-~

oped & potential threat to guang'*ri city. ‘the 16 February Sif3 re-

”vealéd that bpth 803rd end 812th.ueg3~
the &rea. The 1st Bettalion, £03rd segiient and the Lth tatbsalion,
-812th .eginent were both active in the vicinit; of 17 the (see éccom—
panyiné Nap) s Qpprox;pately 7 xiloiseters northeast of “ueng “ri,
{ The 18 February 5.48 neoted that both 803rd and £12th fwepginent
riessages vere referencing ”bo YA ;umedi tely southwest of Iy ihe,

1

‘The 1st Jattalion, 803ra -wegisent revealied plons to atteck an illie

”).

'companj if it remcined in iy Fhe overnight. On 16 Februsry, an 803rd
iegiment elerent reporten tnub en llied fore of 321 men and 10 tanks
was in the bio Lang area, epp.oxinately 10 kiloietbers north oflﬁuﬂng Yris

On 20 february, the 51/.3 noted evidence of coihuﬁ activity in the
uang iri city aresz on 16 ancg 17 February. 'Th; Lth Qattalion, 812th
liegiment reported thet its-16th Coﬁp&ny hed attacked e

unidentified 803rd .egirent elenent;repor ~ted that wounded wéreAto be
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A:DF on the 2.V €C3rd «nd £12th :eginents on 21 ebruary nlaced
the 803rd :segiment in the Do Jang-Ven Tuong crea, well north of Tunng

Tri city, while the 812th .eginent wes loceted on the Jusng Iri-Thus

Thien ?Province border, well scuthecst of the ciby. “this wes the area

the 812th--egiment had entered in Janvary, following its relocation

from the iumedicte Diid area. The 25 February 3ii5 noted tl

803rd iL.egluent had beén attempting Lo interdict Allied boat treffic
on the Cua Viet Channel during the nast few deys, while Lhe 6th Bet-

talion, 812th regiuent was countersweeping near Cau Khi and My Xuyen

in' the Quang 1ri-Thua Thien Frovince borde: #re¢, approximately 20
kiloneters from Jueng iri city., ., lthough an sttack ageinst Cau ligeng,

approximately 8 kilometers southeast of Jueng ‘ri city was being con-

sidered, the immedicte threst to the city was over,

3/0/51V/:4,8-68 25 Februsry 1968

Skode Sb S 38 3% 6 30 3k 3F 30 3F 3 % 9 3¢
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VC S5TH DivIoIOn ACTIVS L BILN [I04 ARLA, TiB UALY, 1968

Following their Tet attacks on ien Hoe Air ese and long 3inh,
VC 5th Division elements remsined poised for further eggressive action
‘in the 5ieh an area., In‘the first weck of Iebruery, there were strong

indications that further attacks on Zien loa were contemplatedf On L-

Februery, Lsi reported that 5tn Iivision elements were discussing an

ol
i
{C
ko]
O
jat)

imminent VC artillery attack on Airbese in nessages passed on

3 February.

..
5t

‘

)
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e
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R
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2/0/VCii/1:63-68 0LO20GZ Februnry 1968 FOLLOU=UP 2. 23 T0 2/0/VCH/:32-568

Tﬁe 6 February s.:5 noted thit the 5th Division elenents ghiéh had
discussed the ébelling Qf bien loa on 3 February hed not been heard
'since 1632 hours local tine on that dated The Liny also revealed that
£he VC 274th uegimenplhad resuned'communicatioﬁs activity with.the 2nd
‘Eattalion és of 5 February; after being unobserved iﬁ'raéio cormunica-

o

tions with any of its subordinates since 25 Septesber 1967.

P P 3/0/51Y/ 3268 6 Februery 1968

R A S S - S - S E -
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Several days later, 5th Division elements ageain begen to menifest

an ztteck posture. The 12 Fehruary 5243 disclosed thet & subordinate

of the ldlitary ‘ntelligence vection (xIs), ¥C 5th Division was now

in Bien Hoz Province. rhis "subordinete had resuned corrunications

with its parent headquarters in late December, after three nonths of
inactivity. +ts lest knowm location was in inh Tuy “rovince, at that
time,

The 16 February oo revealed thet the Vo 5th Pivision and its

two subordinete reginents remeined in sien don Srovince, ‘n the general

vicinity of Bien oz idrovese., The 275th egiment hed reswied corrmni-

'
@,

cations with llilitary affeirs Section, CCSVID for the first time since

Ocﬁéber 1966,
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3/0/5TY/L37-—68 12 Feoruary 1968; 3/0/58Y/.01-68 1

Fevruary 1968

+
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During the latter part of february, 5th Division elerents continued

. to meneuver in sien ioa frovince, srevaretory to & series of fire rttacks

“concducted &gainst sien Hoa iirbase in liarch. As in the western high-

.

lands of li. 5, enemy elements concentrated on concducting fire attacks,

‘and avoided major ground ection when .possible.

2id
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The oiﬁer major threat which develoved ip‘#hé TII Corps eres in the
weeks immeciately follovingvthe et attzcks wes in inh Dueng Province,
'as PAVY 7th Livision eiements antered the arec zn¢ mounted & threat to
several key allied anltlonu, notab lv Iai Khe, . .8 noted earlier, 7 tﬁ

Tivision clements'had participated in the 1 ¢nd 3 February ¢ssaults on

£llied base cumps in the area, As indicated, enemy message activity at

. s
W, .5

1

the end of January and in early February hed ex ressed extreme interest

in such ma JOI Allied posts «s Uu Chi, Dzu Tieng, ‘hu Cuong and Izl rhe,

Following tnese asszults, ene:y elements continued to concentrate in

AJ )

"3ini buong during februsry. UOn 7 Jebruary, i reported thot 7th
Division elciients were atte.nting bo tie down .1lied formes at Lai he:
- L ]

: "iecebtly aveileble 5iGLT informw bicn indicetes thet
‘elefients of* the AV 7t Tivision have noved into 'inh.Tuong
Province and apparently haéve the nission of conteining rllied
forces at lai rhe ... and preventing these forces from
being used elsewhere. iccording to colleteral, Lei rhe is

the ‘base cemp for the 3rd osrigede of the U ist Hiivisicn,

brusry between two rossivle 1
elements ... locaéted near bien ot ... ond Lai ine h«vc
conteined references to attrcks on both locations, On 1
Tebruary, the subordinate stated that the ridssion of the
‘M"infantry force$" of the 7th Iivision would be "to con~
tain Lai Khe" while the nission of worsmunist Jocnl forces
would be to "reattzck Lien Cet", Qu the sioo dete the con-

‘trol cutho,ity spoke of o "joint operation” with the "'th
LCivision "to control 1zi Khe'. <lccordiig Lo collster:l,
1zi ihe was attacked on 1 end 3 anluavv

messapges since t e
&

.The possible 7th Livision snd its forverd elenent
had reloceted from northeastern Tay Uinh Irovince to -
positions ncith-northeést of 171 khe-ien Cat uy h Paorepry.e oae”
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L.DF gnfomaction continued to indicete the movernent of additional
enémy elaaents into the Izl &he arep\du?ing the next few days. On
12 February the s.uis reported that ftuo (2 éle;ents auporcinste to
e aiv since 1 rebruary

CUoVI: which nad Le:wn renorting on the Iri &

were probibly essociated with

52nd Betitalion. “he 4.3 noted thet

st
ey

v

& 5m sattillon ¢s subordincte to the VO

ct

collateral sources lis

69th Artillery -egiient. ‘This identificetion wes further supported by

a riessage. fror the @
®

0l subqrcinate, who -eportec thrt the unit hed fired

continued, Iai ihe had been brougaht under fire ebb:

1 B =
st 7t z
RSOV

February,

) Ty - iy Rt Noof O . ~ o i)
The 13 Februvry 543 cited ¢ 12 Februsry messege in which the

oo

suobordinate informed its control station thrt Consmunist shelling on 1

‘February had hit the airfield and carsged o truek.

&ped o ‘he subordinete

also reported extensively on ;illied eciivity in the ~ret,

3/0/3T¥/1.37-68 12 rebrusry 1968;  3/0/3TY/.368-68 12 Jehrurry 1968
D *
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15 Fevruary disclosed

, consisting of & control tnd threa outsia

.

Duong Provinece én 1 Februery. <“he 16 Pebrusry 5.0

tactical control authority and two subordinetesy both

the Tth Division, hi! .elocited to -Xnh Juons Province from

and Linh long recent deys.

Yrovince in

On 19 rebruary, the s.is reported thet the L

been reporting on this zrez had reported firing on five ter

Izi Khe &rea on the night of 17-18 rebruary.

{ 3/0/39Y/1L0-68 15 rfeb 685 3/0/5TY/h41-68 16 Feb 683

7
>These ettacks were apparently rert of the wave

struck 21 najor

~

targets throughout osouth Vie

these attacks, eneuy elements refrainec rrom major fction #T ¢

V THE A SESSHIWT OF Piui~-ToT TNTZLIIGELCE -

Ao SIGIKNT INFO: IALIOJ DURILG THi PREI~-TLT PERIOD

.

1. NJ”U T Or fﬂb Tol OFcbisIve AKD ITS5 IP7LCTS OK

S rerorted

TN
Zeus
5

uh<t a new cowrunlcat ions group

that a

asaocisted with

N
Teyr ~Hah

e ‘
72—

19 Feb 68

Following

SIGINT G

het time.

APARTLITY
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' Once the enemy had detérmined to meke urban centers the vrimary

target for Tet attacks, severcl advahtages accrued., A ground assault
'dn a districﬁ town; which is,freely accessible; especially during Tet,
is fdr less cogplicated than an assault on & majof militery installa-
tioh. the force réquired is far smaller, and it doe§ not need nearly
! - the level of prepara@ioh,wtraining and discinline mandatory in an

o

attack on & target such as Dak To or Duc Co, The lesser time needed
»
for preparation ancd the lover standard of training end discipline cde-
manded in attacks on urven centers enabled ths enemy to augnent depleted
local units with fresh*levies shortly before the Tet attzeks, and even
{ ‘during them. oSince even ineffective local force units were cepable
of small attacks on mincr urbin centers, the enery was evle to attack

many targets, nany with & force of well under 100 men, In rost nro-

6]

vinces, major targets were not attacked; the Tet Offensive in those
areas consisted of & series of small attacks linked reinly by the fect
that all struck on the saie night.

In 111 Corps, for exanple, taking attacks elivered in the first

.

wave, the night of 30-31 January, in ll but two of the eleven vrovin-

F

My

o b 3 S .
ces, CI4 estimates of the attick force, vrovince-wide, did not surpass

: ) . :
{  L0O. This meant that none of thewforces attacking individual cities

Could have excceded 150-200 ren, -Only in Saigon and in the 3ien oz~

MR

/60

/A

IO
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Ilong 3inh area were large-scale attacks conducted. The sare is true
& .

for at least ten of the sixteen provinces in IV Coros,

In their essessnent of the eneny attecks, several militery coman—

ders referenced the "vpremature" in IT Corps. General Jest=

moreland, in characterizing then as "presature', indiceted that he
considered this as evidence that the eneny had secerificed coordine-

tion for security. & review. of wvelleble LIGINT, howaver, suggests

that the attacks in 11 Corps were schetduled for 29-30 Jdunuery, and

their execuytion on that cdate wes es The

rlenned.

ching of these attacks a dey earliers then altocks

Corps zones is not clesr, but it was plenned, and
by a lack of coordination,

=

For example, attacks in the coastel provinces of M 5 were direc-~

ted by Hg, lii 5 kain Force Unit Control. severesl messages destined

for enemy headquarters througnhout the area (“uang ham, “wang Tin, Jusng
Ngai, binh Dinh, hhanh iloa and Phu Yen) were passed by q,.i.. 5 i+ FUC,

These messages discussed the forthcoming eneny drive, and referenced

.

"K=Day" plans., 4 considersble voluwae of unreadable nessuzges were nassed

»;

-

tical nlements in thesc areas to direct operations, ' Yet, attacks in

e/

e——

i e S——— 65— R i

PSRN ——
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(5th Division) corvnenced on the night of ?9—30 anugry, despi

presence of personnel Ifron, tnv ine 5 lieedquarters staff., This was &

xn,'

day before operations comaenced in the i ree northern nrovinces of I
5, Quang lLam, Quang Yin and duang Lgel, which orened in conjunction

with other operations in ¥ Corps on the night of 30-31 Jenuary.
pnemy activity in Binh Dinh, Phu Yen and ihanh Hoa coriienced the
/

-

same dey as attecks elsewhere in 11 Corps, vhich were under the direc-

tion of the L3 Frent. Like Hq, Iic 5 :FUC, iq, =3 Front despatched

i

headquarters elements to the :leiku city, Nuc Co and 3an lie Thuot crers

to direct operations, agein innlying fairly pood coord n(tvon.

«©
finelly, hq, 23 rront wes receiving high—preced“nce liessag ges from
CO3Viiy, &s were eneuy commands in III and IV CTZds, where onerations did

not commence until 31 vanuary, & day later then operations in the 1I

¥

t is extrenely unulc 1y that both Ha, 33 rfront and Hg,

(o]

Corps.aréé.
Yoo could.have been misinfonned about th? scheduled dete for the offen-~
sive, since both headquerters received many of the sane high-prece-
.dence messages as did couraends in other ereas, And, 2s seen, these
headquarters established more than adequate coordination among FAVI

units in their areas, which launched some of the attacks on 20 January.

(62—
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? . ' : :
Thus, it would appear that the 30 Januery attacks in II Corps, although
a day earlier then those delivered elscwhere, were cctually scheduled

Tor that date.

As indiczted in the.review of ‘et ntUhcks, rneny of the best

TR . v 5

[
and rain rorce VO units were not comiitted to battle in the flrst weve

of sssaults. Lhese {orces were positioned near severil major Allied
‘ﬁilitary targets, apparently 5i§en the missign of
reazction forces, ﬁnd prepering tor follow-un attecks on Allied bases,
However, &5 noted earlier, this new vave of citecks was generally

canceled, A brief rgviow of the uwetivities of IPAVE repipentsnl and
division entities an@ VG divisiona during; the Yet attacks iz illustra-
tive of these points:

I COaps

ln the :u. TTH (ueng Tri-Thue Thien) warer, collebersl and SIGINT
indicate that thg‘eneny had‘available the Za¥l, Lth, Lth, 6th, Gth,

29th, 803rd and 812th +cginents soubth of the U, .kerine defense line.

Collateral indicates that & :sjority o thes& forces were engaged,
Hajor elenments of both the >in and &12th -wgi-ents participated in

tne etrack on Tuang lri City, end 203rd .egiment slements were active

against targets @n other areas of the Province. iizjor elements of the

/&3
[ ———
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PAVL Lth, 6th and 29th l.egiments were involved in the early stoges of
the vattle for Hue, and 29th ..egilient elements continued to cling to
0051tlons in the ci el for scveral weeks., {ther Lth -egirment ele-

ments were &cive against Phu Loc. Activities of the PAVI 9th .egiment

“during this period are not known, end collater:zl did not reflect this
unitts perticination in Yet attacks,
n Cuang sem={uang Tin “rovince area, the Vi “nd Division
In the Cuvang Hem-Cuang 7in Provinc rea, th Vi 2ndd | g
the PAVI. 31st -leginent; and the PiVii 68th and 3683 irtillery ‘legiments
/ ) ) v
were available. In Cuang lLem Province, elements of the 2.V 3rd Regi-

<

ment, 2nd Livision took  part in the attack on Hoi An, and in Cueng

on Tam Ky. The 1st VC legiment, although its nove.ents in the imme-
dizte pre-Tet period closely varalleled those of the 3rd PAVI. llegi-
ment, was pp;roqtlv withhelc frow Tet atincks,

3683 . Artillery regiment eleients shelled Tienang, and one hattalion
of the 31st neblnenu reportedly vas engaged in avtecks in Cuang Fan,
Thus, in 1 Corps, nost of the available units were, in fact, used,
_Although attacks in soue areas, like e, continued, only scettered

and light new actions were ln_tlmtvu in subsequent deys,

LI couns

Tin, elements of the FPAVH 21st .iggiment, 2nd Divisicn joined the atteck
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In I1 Corps, t res
n Lorls, he nosture hus con31derhbly Qlfferelt, 56 BB i

o~ .tlgl_forces were held out of the first wave of Tet attacks, rarticu-

4;lériylin the 13 Fron@ area of Kgntum; #leiku and Lerlae, In this
“arga,.fhe 33 Front could call on the PivVH 24th, 32nd, 33rd, 66th, 953
:énd 174£h Ihfantry Jegiments and the PAVE LOth Artillery zegiment,
AOth Artlllery feginent e:ewents conducted_fire eévtacks on several
“targets, often in support of infaniry.assaults. The PAVY 33rd legi-
'ﬁent}téok pértgin the attack on Ban e Thuot; at least two battalions
.of_the 24th eginent were engaéed in the attack on Kontun city, and

at least one battalion of the PAVH 951 reginent joined in the attack

Bio oo o @R
However, the SAVﬁ 32nd, éoth and 17,4th «egirients were withheld E
l

on: ’leiku city.

from the 30 January attacks. Following the initial assaults on the
night of 29-30 January, intensive vrencrations and intelligence col-

lection strongly indicated that the enemy was readying rajor attzcks on

¢

Dak To and Iuc Co. The assault on ‘e Uo was to be delivered by en

) unidentified force from the PAVH 1st Division; the threst to Dok To

developed from all three of the reginents which had been withheld,

.

the PAVi 32nd, 66th and 174th *egimentS, OSignificantly, these three
3 (&3 O ]

Ny . N 1 - - . . . .- - . - R ; k3
regients had all participatec in the fierce battles around Tek To in

-

loveroer 1967, &nd, preswnidly, were. well e uainted with the area,
b} P) %
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Intelligence coilectic. .5 ths bak To=i
. ¢~-~ '

,  was extreémely nheavy, anc on 21 Januery end 1 Sebrucry, ARDF located

the three regililents well insic: fonww: (rovinee, oot of 7't Vo, and
approxirately 10-20 Kiloretors Do 4w Stsa, ey hed f0L roved there
from the vandodia-ilontw: bordsr, .uring the next few doys, Y7 ele-

‘

ments edged efen_closer, but the only rcround cssault was o nrobing
attack by the ’nd sattaliion, 174th .ogiment, FAVI LOthL frtillery legi-
ment elemgnts were ¢lso icdentified in trhe cres, and exuensivo‘intel—
- ligence collection continued.

However, oy the 5n§ of the first week in rebruery, tie concentre-

tion had oroken up, @3 the 32n¢ and 174th sepgizents withidrew to Cain-

vodia prior to rioving south to new operational areas in Pleiku and Derlac
rrovinces, and the 66th reginent moved away from Dak o, although re-
- 1 ;

neining in Xontun Province, oindlarly, no mejor attack develoned in
the Buc Co area.

In sinn bLinh :rovince, only the IiVID 18th twegiment, 3rd Division
was reportedly engoged. The remsining tvo regirients of the 77V 3rd
Division, the PiVI. 2Ind end VC 2nd -wiisents, were not ongaped, #2l-

thougn they had moved into positions in close proximity to Hong son

and rhu iy, resvectively, in iate Janusry, _ &

43

S ST

G g R
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In the ,th Division area of .hu Yen and ikhenh Hoa, «t least one

/ » Y b | i) 1 v A
! battalion of thc 95thitegiiient and at least ‘vo ncvteiions of the 173

reginent took o;r* ift Tet etbacks.
III COiirs

“In this area, the pa ttern of withholding nejor 27V &nd VO units

from the initizl atteccks in order to employ them in follow-un attacks

directed cgnlnot more purcely militery targets if the first wave succeeded

is more apnarent. 1n the 11 -Corps «rérn, there were three enemy divi-

3

sions. The lAVI. 7th was comnosed of the PAVIl 101st, 1h1st and 165t

At

ieginents; the VC 5th encom;sseed the VO 27,th and 275th end PAVI 88th
( . 3 . £

vry

regiments; and the VU Ylh Bad the YO 271st, 27°nd and 273rd Hegirents,
In tie initial wave of attacks, only two of these nine were comiitted,
and, significantly, neither was anrloyed & cinst an urven center, the
27Lth and 275th segiiients were engaged in assaults cpgainst sien o

Alrbase and rrV 11 neadquurters in the sien iloa~Long Binh eres, renre-

é; h n.LJ Jﬂl i 4 e 8% = X pes f
Sent]n 't e o CO) 1|P “1 () t, lf}se 1, res (i VIS](H S 1n !,")e 'St

wave, The ma i ‘ ’
wave., The majo rof the rerzining s

of these three

(: e asT 3] cé

o ;
:ml; -DuonJ Srovinee sre & ' '
& 1nece area Tgan 1
& ) ?)O-L f, SRV o] engage Aie

< 5 is ) - -~ é ‘ J - N ) . * L ! 4

<

according to ene pr
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in the next few deys, sonc ol th

"battie, the most notable wngrgeuent veing the firefight

Us 28th “eginent and ‘eleaents of the VO 272nd end 273rd +egirents near

Phu Cuong, approxiactely 25 xilometers north of Jiig intensive in-

telligence collection during the next few days centinued

that eneuy sttention wes focused on o

caps &b Lau Tleng, &l hhe, Cu vhi and P Sueng., (n 1 and 4

hci ot gt by

fire attacks end nrooves develoned 1n the vieinity of ihese boses, end

PAVH 7th vivision zlerents reporteodly werce chiefly

resnonsitle.

ever, no iajor othoexks develéned, and intelligence collection ovon-

tually subsided.

The activity in 111 rity, therefdre, strongly sunnorts the theory

that major enemy coibat vlewents vere not colsiditted to the first weve,

devasteting series of new #ttacks «geinst some

of the iusot vitel Allied positions in Joubth Vietner. 4s noted, 133

B

lete January and eerly Iebrurry di

6]
(@]
o
[0}
19)]
9]
o
5,

Front elexents in new wave

.

of attacks. +hey frecly end freguently referecnced &

vity scheduled to vorsence on 3 i'ebwusry. « ‘he Focus of snomy mineu-

.
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}
!
|
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.

’ﬁéined inlihe

“'been driven out of all najer tevy

‘Vers and intelligence collection:aPfar

- -

+second phase would be directed ¢geinst nilitary torgets, end prelinmi-

" nary probes and shellings occurred et sever:tl locavionsy notebly

Dak Yo, Duc (o, nanang, and the corinler of /:ericen vase caans in the

© Binn Iuong=Hau hghie “rovince ares,

g

~ .. "t the pefinning of Febriwry, the eneny had reison to be opti-

fistic about the future course of his camprign. Jowaunist troops were
still fighting in 3un ..e Thuot, .alet, kontwi, and r#ny othier locations;

“the battie for :ue was still in doubt; and fresh enemy units were moving

.

-toward oaigon. In sddition, the drive ¢painst ithe 3anh wes wexing,

i

with the overrunning of Lang Vel just a few days sway, #nd 320th Divi-

'sion ‘elements were renewing eneny efforts sgrinst Con Thien, .llied

forces were. tied down, and the vouth Vietnmuese govarasental spparetus,

C:particularly on -the .loczl level, wes in chaos. A thet voint, it

_appeared that a second weave, dirccted egeinst adlitary tergets, wiould

have great effect,

t

o), ki o | .. 3y

by 5 Februzry, the situation had chenged, The illiies hed begn

to sveep epggr rernants frow salgon, and enerty forces in se were con-

i . v ey :
I ¥ " ) ) 4 2 i ’

waelled city,across the river., .lsewhere, enemy forces had

3 = R
3 . 1 ¥

&
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o ; , . g P T .
'remurkable recovery, ‘nd it wes now evicdent that & series of attack

galnay strong A‘liea politiona would*Iail, and enly add to the already

fsevere logses 1ncurred by anmy tbreda during Tet.‘ Aocqrdingxy, the

R ol
L 4 o s

major ground assaults which hed been[contehplated'?ere aborted,*aﬁﬂ only

-

3-desultory shell ling & and light probes were drnlivered, although fighting

. continued in llue and ouigon on & reduced scele., On the night of 18

February, the enemy mortared end sheélled 21 targets in South Vietnam

as a last flare-up, thus bringing tc a close the Tet Offensive, although

.

Allied coumanders «id intelligence personnel rancined in a stete of

rdlertnc for eny Si-’—."}lS of & new OJQ‘.I;.‘QI‘LS LV, . NEY tiC'\llr."I'l against
e O Fra
Saigon.

s T T

- The nature of the Yet Uffensive with its unprecedented wide-spread

]

‘attacks on urban centers and the extensive use of locnl forces signi-

~ficantly reduced ths anabllltr or the SIGILT cormunity to n»rovide

fadvanqe warning of the exnct ne.bure #nd tergets of tnc ereny bf.en51ve.

~During the past two- or three year

“and have achieved an excellent recOrd”i%‘warning.;

of eneny intentions in advance. é?x

5, o1lGINT enslysts have been able to

i
i i

,fol low closely the nct1v1nlee of lerge 2aVI &nd r&in Force VO units,

P ; :
led commanders

‘
)
i
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1

‘eneiy units heve cver hieen identified in radio corrmnications, and only e ”—ZL'—_-’

few of thc incesendoent [ ain “orce veohe i

Traffic analytic continuity on these wnits that have been identifiod Ywrs

o

oeen difficult bto establish «¢nd #lrmost iLipossible tQ neintzin beczuse

aiie

i

of the sporwcdic znd inberrunte:d nature of their eovwnicetions. SIGTLT

indicators of inpending hostile cction cre centure! sround the inter-

s

pretation of cormunications behavior of eneny units and the reading

%
4

of messages neused over ilitery intellisnece cnd Iow-leovel tacticsl

comrunications, ‘These indicstors wers rresent in cbuniance in the nre-

Tet period, however, as noted, rosi of tham concerned the nlenned second

—_—

- . e ———

. <
wave.  oIGILT develovnsd ¢ considerdble volwie of inforiwtion a~boutl
- :

m =

enemny ihfentions cgainst Due Co and ek To, follcowing eneny units inté
position and rcading Yheir sttecic nlans. SinilarLV, SIGINT provides
informatioq on the eneny” bthreet to Allied brse camps et Teu tieng, “oi
Khe, £iu Cuong amxi Cuw Chi in Lho binh Smong=Tina e

-

Again, oIGINIT detailed the onery bullidup @

~
5 3
e
b
%)
%2 4
b
@
H
=
by
o
kY
i
ra
}J
2
3
H
1
9
=

#] messzges which discussed attezck plens, concentration of eneny

m

elements in the ifue, van e Thuot, Hol in end otaer aress &lso provi-

ded advence warning of forthcoiiing hostize action.
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o, S ; . L - e P
But, as indicated, the eneny employed siwller s2in Force and locel 17
: VC units extensively curing the first wave, significantiy cdegreding

the effectiveness of SI1GLLY sunport. OIGLT sunport is wrediceted on the
avility to follow the activities of ereny units in coraunicsations; as
noted, only a few of thes eneyy units which teok srt in the initial

{10 3

attacks have ever been identifies in co zmnicationsi fewer still

i are monitored regularly.

| 2 sVIDG OF ad0. SIGVLT I8LICATNG ALD LT QUEBHIVANC TN T D &T01 2ERTon

A AN Yokl oAl I .

'In reviewing the et atticks, some evaluators suggest thet many key

consusers, notebly «t the washington lével,~tended to discount avail-
able iﬁfornation because intellirsence information hrs, in the nast,
warned of innw:tcr:;bvlo enemny threasts '.-:‘zz‘w' ch i
they imply, the warnings canc through sorewhst dil

L0isn

nmers were unable to accent the cnery canability t
S p * s ¥

i ' B, —p - o
areas at once, and felt »1GI.Y sources were overstating their cese, {2 a#h
b
£ | O«\
Lowever, & review of the JIGILT informeijon swimarized in this L e
P

(e §

cheoter indicates that this attitude wes not justified, rourhout

.

‘the I, 11 and ilI Corpgs creas, there was en rhundgnce of SIGIIT indi-

cations of forthcouing eneny activity which hive, in the nest, nroven

exceptionalily valid, 1n recent yeers, 3IGINT has scored &n impressive



Doc ID: 6632219

Doc Ref ID: A6632218
string of successes in forecesting rmejor enemy-initiatec operations,

1 N AR e

based on the reeding of bsLu>Lzs o JIGEET indicttlors. The illied

coutnanc has corie to Iﬂfce epast rolirnge on this 1nfo“ ation, and hes

-

consistently ‘tuken. action in response to 551G T-indicated thrests., Usome

conoination of thesc indicators heas accomrenisd nearly all major eneny-

initiated

it invariebly imeans thet the eneny has scheduled nejor tectical scti-

e

vity for thot &rea, ana in the immediste future. Cbviously, these

L |
h

'attdcxs are not T_LuJS delivered, out wnen they are not, it sirply

reflects the enemy declsion that concitions are no longer favoreble,

]1-|

often as.a resuly of pre-ewptive .iliied action triggered by U1GIY

warnings. 1n meny cases, collaterel has confiried the cancellation of

eneny attacks forscast by SIGLIT,

As will . be scen in sueccoeding narazyerig, SIGLUT raported ¢ lorrs

volune of valid in

Ileators, proviging-ths . llisd e vdmwt with & sherdy
stree.. of tha- vy of informetlion wihich, ir recent wenrs, 111ied con-
I

annders have accepted, relied on, and &cted uron. In introcucing the

swmnary of najor uJ( IEY 1w~wc“uﬂop” provided to conswrers in the nre-

Tet period, it would be helpful to review the LOSt useful #nd univer-

sal of these indicators.

‘wetivity, and when @ ‘coubinition ¢f such indicetors is observed,

12—
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The activationuof fongrdlfactiéal heé@quarters:bylﬁéjor eneny
headqu;rters or divisions is & crucisl indicztor. These elements pro-
vide their parent neadguarters with the commend @nd control epneratus
requiréd'ﬁo efyectivcly coordinate the activiiy of z remote or diverse
force.

The institution of tactical signel vlans by enemy elements is also
exceptionally significant. These plans provide for simplified end more
streamliﬁed cormunications vrocedures, even though & measure of security
is‘sacrifyééed. The intiation of these rlans is preceded by the silence

of normal signal plans serving the units involved. Since new tactical

signal plans are not always reacily intercepted end identified, & com-

-munications silence on occasion has signaled the ilplenentation of tec-

.

tical communicadtions hy the ynits involved, The observance of tactical

4

signal plans indicates that tactical cctivity is imminent, and has been

T

one of the nost trusted SIGINHT indicators.
Conicentrations .of eneny elements in & given arees is velid evicence

of enemy interest, and usuxlly occurs within a week of the scheculed

attack.

% R

Communications alert stetus for enemy units is another reliable

indicator. OUne nanifestation of this alert status is, of course, the
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implenentation of tactical signal nlens, which provide = simp
thus nore relicble communications, In addition, the initiation of
increased, often hourly scheduling is often observed., In :ony cases, the

order to imnlement. incressed scheduling is passed in 7 resdeble mes-

Hy

sage, which preceédes by little more then & day the scheduled dete for

the at@ack, partiéuiarly in the 11T Corwns &arex, High héssage volwze,
and the passiﬁg of high-precedence traiiic bearing such instructions
as "decrynt irediately" are other indicalions of cormunications aiert
status.

The reswuption of igpelligcnce collaction oy T elements serving &
given unit is another reliuble indicator that fortnconing sctivity b
that unit is Lmidrent. lhessagus nessed over XI freilities reflect

intensive inteclligence collection in the terget ezrea. Ioth I messoges

and those nassed over low-level tocticol fracilities revedl cnemy atteck
plens in consider:ubl detcil, by enedbling S1GINT analysts to read orders

passed from eney headquorters eleients to thelr reconnalissance ond

.

combat suvordinates operating in the target area.

r I

To review briefly the list of the most gignificant indicators:
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1

hctivetion of tactical forward elements oy enemy‘§iv151ons or
] 4 adminisfrativ¢.headqutrters.

Implenientetion of trctical signal pians.

Concentrations of enemy elaiients.

Communicetions alert stetus, as suggesten by increased scheduling,

and abnormal ressage cctivity,
Increased activity by 1 elements.
o J

readable nessages.

£t

An exenlinetion of availseble LIGILEY in the nre-iet veriod, area

v 2
0k .

-~

by-area, revecls nuwierous cxanples of the observance snd renorting

= . TarT e

of these indicators, In it WTH, oSIGILT renorted an inerensingly im-

portant role for: forvard Llaent, g, &l U, Yhis foraetion roved

into the !lue ure approximately one ronth before let and cowrmnicated

‘'with a steadily increasing nunber of & TTH coawvac welts., I0IIN

i

later revealed & suvbstantial concentration of enermy elements in the Hue

area, featuring thne sorverd ..lement, and warned of rencwes enery in-

1

terest in tthe iue arezin tne 23 Jdmnuery Sils. However, the irnlenen-

v

‘tation of a tacticazl signel zlen by eneny units in the Hue eres was not

{ -.discovered until several deys after the satile for Hue had bhegun,
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.In the B3 ‘ront crea, reacdaeble messages provided 2 wezlth of deteil

e

concerning vlenned cnemy éctions in the lak To and Uue Co areas., ‘g,

B3 Front actiwated several heodquirters slenents - one northeost of
Pleiku city, to coordinate attacks on Pleiku and Le Thanh; and nessi-

bly the ettack on nontun citv z#s wedl., Another, thraough = 1st Divi-
g 3 s * .

- ; i, %

@
o
’_J
@
o

sion headquerter nt, exercised control over operations in the

Puc Uo area., 3till another was

pen e fhuote.

Concentrations of eneny cleuents were noted in the Urnbodiz-

Kontwa Province border arca, vest of lalt Toy in the Kontum-Flesilu

Province border area northesst of Jleixu city; in the

border &rea, and near Lian fa ihuot,

1+~

SIGLNT cataloguea the exvension of I.I remerting by (I elements

subordinate to Hg, 33 tront and ig,

Tet. oSeveral new 1l elements wore activeted, 7nd these clonents were
b4
exceptionally active in the mic Co wnd ek To ara2us.

e 5 Rnney B4 S & oy gy e 3 23 Y W& BT BT T ) <
1n the 2aVi: Srd Ldvision ares in 2ina SIGLEYYY revenled a

i repositioning of 3zd Division eclements toweri the cosst inlate Jenu-

ary, into the vicinity of severel major towrns., Similarly, AT re-
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!

sults disclosed & ioverient by 2nd Zivision combat elements from their

{'\

bases in the Jue Json area of the lueng Liun-Tueng: Tin oorder region

toward the fuang llan-ueng 1in coast. Lneny messages, sent to 21l major
> . & O ¥ v

~

cormands in the coastal provinces (‘wang lem, ‘wrng Yin, Quang MNgei,

; g . y oora A A
Binh Dinh, Phu Yen and ihinh loa) discussed ztteck prepérctions, and

"L-Day". forward Tactical ilements were activeted by g, 2 5 in both
& Vone o5 .9 ¥ F 4 . 3 - . P
the 2nd and 3rd Pivision area. i11.threc reglients of the 2nd Tivi-

sion were in an attack posture, @s evidenced by the meintencnce of

=

tactical control over these units by the rorwerd lilement, ~g, 2nd Divi-

r sion. FYinaldy, on 30 Yenusry, just prior te the initistion &f Tet

catteacks in the 2nd Division eree, SiCIEY renorted the implementatioo of

a tacticel signel nlen by 2

nd iivision elements os of 30 Januery, a
sure sign that attacks were iLiuiinent.
In 111 Corps, & variety of these indicstors were zlso obhserved,

ay TS T RS
SNe Yo B anftl SV

Hew control stations serving rorward nleiients of

7th Divisions were observed, Concenbrations of eneny elenents' develoned

in Tay Hinh, Zinh luong and southern Lien ot . rovinces. Indications
of a communicaticons slert stetus were provided by the respesrence

of several communicationsiinks which nad-beecp inactive recently,
. 4

*

nilitary Intelligence elements serving the Ve#5th and 9th Tiivisions,
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N

inactive for severcl weeks, resumed communicetions and reporting in

ac resuned

«
}-J v
O
=

-
5
‘.J
(@]
o)
)

early January. Or 25 January the VG 9th uivis

radio comrmmunications with its subordinate regisents only o few deys

earlier, began passing tacticol resscges to ils subordingte 271st .legi-
ment. COSVH, during the week oreceding Yet, wes heavily enpoged in
) > E: 2 o [ sl

exchanging nizh-nrecedence rmessages with major headauarters throughout
153 me & - & J 4 1y

Tnroughout south Yietnanm, tharcfors, cneiy ~owunications in the

! T
H

pre-Tet pericd ménifested LICGILT indicetors which have, in the nest,

!

consistently hointed to imnending :ction by the units involved, To

a. large extent, however, these indicators warned of & series of

scheduled as follow-ups to the first wave, in which urban centers w ere
aftacked, nainly by local forces. Thus, although the 51G1HT warnings
were loud and unnistakeable, they were generzlly unable to pinpoint

. the targets of the enewy's first wave, wilh o few eXxcentions such s

'

Hue and san e Thuot. The relirsnce on local force and siell mein force

units, which cannot ve followed in radio communications, diminshed the

.

cepacity of SIGINT to forecast the nature of the enany offensive,
although the continuous and widv-spread observance of indicators of

b PN
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“attack alerted conswiers to the @act that a nessive, well-coordineted /52

\ . eneny offensive was planned,

B. THE FOusIGH INT.ILIGHLCE ADVISOLY BCAID ILVLSTIGATIOH

On 23 February 1968, aryroximately three weeks after the stort

of the Tet Ofrensive, a memorandus was oreparcd for the ‘resident by

4

his roreign intelligence ..dvisory Joard, under the signature of its

s remorandwa informed the

(6]

halrnun, General .iaxwel . laylor, 1
Yresident that the Joard was undert king an investigation into the
alleged "intelligence failure" which occu;?ad at the tire of the Tet
Offensive.

In pursuing'this investig: tion, the Soard et with reorescntatives
of the prihéip&l Us organizations which are resnonsible for nroducing
1ntu¢llvence infor:cition relatines to Vietne . on 23 Febru&ry,'thé

soard directed the intelligence cormsmnity to conduct 2 study of intel-

ligence bearing on the eneiy buildup during the two weeks preceding

: the Tet attacks, and report its findings by 1 iwuril., In resnonse te

this directive, « working groun ves formed de Oriigh

v 4 -~ PR 1 - £ AT Ly - - e . o o Yo -y
of Cli, and including reoves nintives of ths oberte Jow rhosr

o T (1)

oA, and Joint SLitfl, JiUd. Yhe workiny groun visited Vietnrm in

March, and joined oy observers trom CINC:WC and | ALY, it ret with
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Ambzssador Lunker, General hestioorelund, and mmerous Anmericen combat

(5!

intelligence officers. 'ue

vey JSoutn Vietns-—
‘nmese military figures, inciucing Corps cgﬁnanﬁcrs; the ~enuty Direc-
tor or the ~ational’ 'olice;‘and the J-2, Joint Yener¢l teff ond his
deputy. The working group-zlso reviewsd in detril various relevent

% intelligence docuients,

rr AT
(P OLT

-
F.
(e}
=3
S
L2

1o Wiy 15a

lir «-ilton Zaslow, the Il.a revrssentative on the working group

L5

$ .

directed i34 to prepare & rero listing L2 product issued during the

two wecks preceding Tet attaciis which provided cdvenece informistion on

ot suustentive eve

2luated informn ecrine on the

attack on the cities refched the following o'ficinls in the
&l
(%4

c
period Januury 15-307 (1) eneral .estiorelsnd, (2) JC3, (3)
Secretary of Defense, (4), DCI, (5) The resident,"

X

The Nsi nmemo then reviewed relevent A nrecuct during the nericd

"On 17 January the Jirst in & series of OIGILT renorts
: providing inforuztion reisting to aftecks in sVil'wes re-
ileaseG ironi lLos. ‘These olGiky rerorts dealt with informue-
tion primerily coneerning intendel YO/PAVE sttecits to e
launched «geinst cities in the L3 <ront ares (i.e. non-
twn, rleiku, :rarisic .rovinces), the :i. 5 cosstrl Province
cares (i.e. Juang iam, Jueng Win, uang dged, -.iinh Dinhd,
and -- to &. lesser degres -~ tne city of Hue., . . %
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cmost. eritical indications of atiuck to ve

- reports wror“ceﬁ from 2% ¢:mury onwerd vhica we

On 2.4 Januéqug'u ﬂ% égwaﬁ s were released which ste-
thut tnc ottﬁcﬁ il slece in the aforementioned
nd ough no specific ¢date or tin

their launching,

vy
i

cou¢u ve detemiined fo

Yhe eccwuiation of olGINT de t avedlable oy 25 Jen-
vary orovided cvidence of & coordi i 1
atteck to occur in severcl ercas of soubn
near future. .aile the bull of the evide

1

g

half of the 0011“rv, Lthore wes sufficient evidence whic

prornted lisa to state Lhet Vietnmitse Cortaunist uvif in

el o would ssiblf e JFVQTV"ﬁ ' hWis ac

lated S1GiuT cata gl T
o

of saiie was ren

subsequent Lo the puelicstion ¢f this report and be-
fore tqe'inltlatlon of the "Wet Olfensivel, 57 published
some 10 f¢ 770”~“” 3 : ned infor-

cicnted
vith

ration suq,
tn«‘ VO/ B unlts
).L (H) 8 veticiis Yor 1

ithe «oove J,ulLT
situation woom throug
Ging wrocedures whieh ¢

itess oe (ro

w
to the inpencing coordin:ted Yietnuiwese Lorvanist ol lensive,
inéluded the \ihite ..cuse : ervs:

in respons: to the i
wistriourion of #1.
tance 50;.Und,'¥ieL\'
Yorce, Vietnra
Jorce; vo.

T Mumaes.d

in u.lOf, fgellfic

agency; rertaent; celense
Yoint hhigfu e lfs rtaobed Lyt

Jfhe resddincer of biheoowao sriefly osuwrlzed ¢ tobil of 23 relie-~

vent reports end s.00 itens wilch sroviced frlvinée werning of =snesy
. 4 i j L ;

attack plens., 1n acdition o % Ay v rewert.end bie ten cited
follov-uis &vi i S ¥ Wary slged “diewr L e obls

o J * . & = N 4 - ~ e ~ 8 « 2 - - v - - e . at B R ~7
and fowr s.io dbe.s nob dovared 1N the LusVe reroRie. airly 11 of

these were deveiied in this airobor's review of nre~vet intelligence.

Uf interest is the

it

cited ivers which (id not concoern ... it nh and ue,
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TUE M reviEASSREL A S3TPIR R CpempeeyTe d o
Do TS IOEEITHE G OUPWS LMY 20700,

On 28 .s&arch, ..r Jichird Iahusa, Tomaby drector of Surrent Iintel-

Jigence, CIA, ; prest red & meme for the other nwxd af the working

group, :.r lIred Grsene, obtete Denarbment; L7 X

1

D1i; Colenel Geox

W
o
.

rS - i AR Y OBE L I . g - G
vamey, U3 end LF Jolvon Zagslowy il

meio ecconpanied & dredh of Lhe interin reverd szhoiuled for subids-

sion to Generdeld o
The dnderd . perors avseest il 7 voorhow of She spond's vigis
PO South Vietnruy, ¢nt noted the ericrn i south Yiebnoiwse offificers

ang officiels contncted, The revort indierted thet its findings

%

showed that the intsiligence corvawmily had vone well:

"3, ..o There was o
washington, thet the eneny eparing for & series of
coorcinated attacks, probebl 1. then sver
before, ' There wes evidence in bhe att of Jenuery”
thet these attacks wers irmdnent and scue of the trrgets
hed been identified. oth in seigon
this int 711"encc was commaunicated to senior
political officers, end resulted in a s
in Vietrﬁm;!fhich considersoly reduced the lana
eneny ofrensive,

gneey; bobhh in Jeigon end

%7
v/
1

srovided ronresents .no

foe wnparatius 4in

Le The strategic uznrning thus
sizall achievaiient for thes US intell
Vietnitite wee”

The revort noted that we have not achieved high-level clandes-
tine penetrotion of the vorrwunist hierarchy., In cidition, high-level

eneny corrunicetions ere unreadeble, foreirng intelligence rersonncl

to rely on the anclysis of a huge volume of low-level re-orts of
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3 ¥ s = - 4 - , 5 o 11y '](, - }a 1~
doubtful valididty, end to sift out key iterms from the "blere of back
-(/ ground noise". Tne re-ort noted the Yerying wolf" wroblen, sugresting

that although sgent “nortv of .aony of the attscks were cvalleble, t

8 ‘. . 1 I casay n +he :t.
was no dowdbt that "s;uxlzr renorts could be founu for rany other citiles

oty O\ SRR

.

and neny other dates”. - 'the velidity of u;‘:LT indicators in ettemnting

to #erify collateral war 1ngo is menifest; these indiceiors vere is-
cgﬁéed'in prececing naregrinhs.
The report then revieve:s the degree of surprise atteined by tha
i enery: »

"6, Tesoite the degres of strategie werning nrovided,
the enery cchieved ¢ considersble degrse of Tictioa7 sur~
prise. ... The 1108t ivortent factor in this was tining,

( Few U3 or (Vi officidls beliwved the enemy would “bteck
during Tet, and for gZood reeson. ... (enersl .lestrore-
lanc expected heevy &turCnu either just before or just
alter Tet, and the Vietnaiizse Joint CGencrsl otaff hed cu-
thorized 50, leaves. svidence to unset *’18 general belief
did not coue to hwend until 2/, hours cr so before the general
atteacks vere launched, the most iLportznt baeing the rrema-
ture initiatives in ..l 5. In the short time evaileble, Us
units couid be alerted mnd were, but bAYL E: forf“uce Wré
spotty. :

7. & secona major factor of sursrise was tne nuther

of sinmultaneous attacks iounted; UL dntelligence héd given
the eneny capebility for coordinzted cttacks in o muiber

4

of areas &L once, vut not in all zreas it once. ...

8. Both iashington cnd vfifon were surrrised by Com-
2 munist emphesis on the use of Viet Cong rither than orth
Viepnamese, end local force ratner then iwin force units.
while they exnescted sttecls on the cities, they id not
exvect the offensive to heve the cities #nd the comund
and control centers as its primery objectivi, ..."

" The report indicated that - liies surprise at the use of V0 ond

S

emphasis on the cities steiined from the disregarding of eneny oropa-
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Fandz s Nerd s 3 it
g nQ§ concerning the winter-snring offensive”, The revort noted

‘that the 33 el ree 14 1 i i
nere was no re:l reescn for intelligence analvsts to heve teken

JES

“this propegandea seriously, s: 5 4] Dot
' oro; bc.c§ Serious.iy, since in the nast, similer grendiose esnery

plans for offensives and general w risings had not matericlised
. : 9 i A TN O - . A Chi g

pe)

rlvhe S . 3 - y o L ; 1
renort then swwierized the resnonse to intelligence 1

nlngs by the illied co:mand in Seigon end by officials in TR
Pt e 5w -

1! 5 S 3 e
;cn % ‘9 lueoplte t.’legn, S8 in their Lul( erstandi Of the
eneny's plans, washingt sy

J &ns, washington and Jaigon wnre, a8 Stdteﬁ earlier,
fully aweare th e eneny planned a u<uor offensive, probably
coorcinated «ttacksin f“thﬂrn I Corps, o2k To in the hipgh-
lends of 11 Cores, am towerd vaigen form northwestern TII

el 48 early es 10 Jemuery, General Jestrhoreisrnd had

cencelled certain nlénned overations in northern 111 Jorns

seigon., In subse-

in order to renosition Us forces before

} s of wernings, to his comenders,

tn cneny was nlenning to attsek,
teacxs curing Yet, nhe recog-

e cf the rrawcture attacks in

&=
“
guent days ae issuedl & seric
and wo the Uu idssion, that
grtnougx e had

e c
.t 5 end on 30 January notified all his . coryenders to expect
attecks that night. s & result &1 units were Ifully
alerted, elthough in ;wost cases il ot heve time or
inforuetion vo teke act *vn nies inst the enmy. ...

10. The wrgency ?@Wt in ofigon
fully transmitted to liash
& resuylt, finished intel
cid mot contain Bhe afﬁo

not, however,
rviierstood there, .15
aisseminated in Jashington
i c*]JAQ nresent in Jelgon,
! fuly ennlyzed, but

ess the irfeoradbion wes : :
ali.osnhere 1s not reeoll 3l ovar & telebye c1rﬂu1t.

‘ashington

ortheoning
ent 1y

re that

s in
canmary of
il fer sufficie
senaer fully au
1!

srors, T

in the »eri Ox

we belleve, ther
regaivea wirning
attoeks, but t! :
Erow. errliier warnings o
the var wis cboul to enter © new ste5Ces e

£y ;.o. to

report reviewed J,llied response to avellsble rre-Tet intel-

ligence in the four Corps ercas., In I Corns, the eneny ochieved the

st degree of tacticel surnrise; the 4et truce had been cancelled

L

i — .
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on 25 Januery, and Uj and Vielnariese troops were better nrenared than

o

eisewhere, wvunly in Hue did the cneny effect successful lodgement,

L,
v

it 11 Corms, where attacks strucf the first nipght, there was no

24 hour warning period which benefited commznders in othar zones.

lowever, in compensation, far more intelligence was, availeble, from

j S51GIRT and other sources, Although Allied forces were surprised tacti-

1

5 cally, they were in a higher state of alertness than normal, especially
during Yet, as a result of ample intelligence warnings,
in 1I1 Corps, there hed been intelligence indications for some

reeks which indicated that eneny units along the Yambodian border were -

roving toward “aigon. This, plus the attacks in II Corps on the night

' of 29-30 January rponmpted the 2llied covmand to place III Corvs end II FIV
on general alert on 30 Januery. During the day, more specific infor-
mation concerning the enemy attack on Jaigon hecame availeble,

In IV Corns, the ensry sttainerl the greatest cegree of surnrise,

: ’ o e e Bl ; o
as almost no advence inforsction regerding enerny intentlons in that

area was developed curing the »re-Tet period., The cnief werning

signal was the wave of attecks in II Cores on 30 Januery. The report

noted, in this context, that there ves no corrwunications intellipgence

capebility in IV Corps ¢t the tine connarable to thet in%othgr Corns

areas,



Doc ID; 6632219 Doc Ref ID: A6632218 ﬂ: i

\ _

The report concluded by deteri-ining that the exchange of inforrna-
tion and the cooriineation achieved hebween verious intelligence nro-

~}

ducers was "remarxably zood".  They concluded thet the rminor nroblers

encountered in the dissamination of relevint infornstion beiween these

intelligence producers did not affect the genersl inte

Finally, the report noted that the enery withheld many P4VI and

vy ]

Hain force V¢ units from the priginal sttacks, intending to follow un

the initizl asseults whth & new weve. liowever, in 211 but & few insten-

ces, the report conclucfed, these atizncks ver: cdeferrad becezuse the

initial attacks had nob achleved the honed-for objectives.
+ The o1GILiit aspects of this renort have been discussed in sone
detail in section i~ of this subheading. One voint which stends out

is the degree of relience on JSIGINT inforuation. SIGIHT evidence wrs

the most gignificent nre-Tet intelligence. As indiceted, the large
volume of SI1GINT inforration availeble concerning forthcoming eneny

initiatives in I Corss played # significant role in General liestrore-
and's decision to cancel the ret truce in 1 Corns, as of 25 Januery.
ana e e

otrong SI1GILT indications ol « 1w8sive, Corns—wide ens=y offensive in

"II Corps led to a posture of heightened aleriness on the pert of

. E
American units ir that area, which reduced considerably the effects



g
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of the enemy atticks., J1GINT infori:ation on enemy &ctivities norin-

west of ~eigon contributed vo the conviction that an attock on

saigon was developing, albhough the 24 hour warning provided by tne

'

2 o T o x)
CIYIG Ll the

attacks in 11 Corps wis o.iore si
working group specifically noten thit fhe lack of SIGIHT resources in
Corps significently depraded the guality of intelligence in that
bouli g 1) ¥ 9 (&} 4! L}

arei. o

3. THo FORIGH ;L”‘LJI

iU aDYTSOHY. BOLD L2027 1O TR PRESTRNKET

On 7 June 1968, the President's roreign intelligence idvisory

“*“"“'u

Lk

Board issued cnerorendw: for the iresident under the signsture of its
chaimuen, Generel Teylor. This nerorenduw: conbrined the results  of
the Board's investigation. 1t begrn:

"In ny nemorandun dabed Pebruary 23, 1968 you were in-
formed thet your roreign Intelligence idvisory lonrd wes looVé
ing into the "intelligence failure" which ¢llegedly occubrdd™™
‘at the tire of the attecks on South Vietnenese cities (urlng
the et holiday last Jermary. 1t wes our “vrwose to deternine
insofar as yanJble-(o) whether rdenuste intelligence indicr -
tors hod been aveileble to serve &s wirnings nrior to the at-
tacks; (b) whether these wernings reecher.the proner officials
in time; and (c) what lessons bearing on 1nt9*ligence might be
learned frou the experience, "

g

sy
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The memo then Teviewes the schbivities of the Joard in corrying out

its dinvestigetion, including the establishing of the weorking groun by
‘the intelligence comaunity, and its activities,  The merorendun ther

sumarized the resulis of the inguiry:

| ' Mle ose Throughout Jenuery, 1962 t o
tus was filled with indications that the enemy wes nreraring
for & series of coordincter’ :ttacks on & lurger scale then

. ever befors cttampted, Considering ench corns erea separstely,

; the clearest advence wernings dirscied attention.to the like-

1ihood of attuzcks in I CO‘ps,'the Zontua-"leiku crees of T1

Corps, and the vicinity of Seigon in II1 Corps. In IV Coruvs,

: ~ the Us intelligenee evneratus received virtusily

: " indiceations of the nature end exbent of the cttacks which

occurrede oes' ' ' ' ‘

i

This pessage agein emvhasizes the desree to which pre-Tet intel-

ligence estimates were vuesed on oIGILLY inforwation. The rassage notes
that the clearest advance wornings were received in I and II Corns,

In I Corps, the evidence indicating forthconing ¢ttecks. by 22V 2nd
Division elements in Guang e and Juang Yin hes been detailed in

this chepter, alony with irndicaticns cf en enemy threct to lue, Of
2ﬂ6urse, the eneny siege of Ehe oenh, which begen in errnest on 21
Januery, was the in¢jor fzctor in Cnerel lestioreland's decision to
ceéncel the £ruce in I Corps.

.

In II Corps, the isoard notes, the most significant advance wer-
bl o

nings concerned the honturn-Pleiku area, and the vast 2mount of S5IGIIT

furinishecd on these ereas hes been reviewed, lieferences to the likeli-
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hood of &attacks in the vicinity of Jaigon ere rortislly bnsed on nre-
Tet SIGLAT informetion detailing the buildup of eneny clements in Zien
- Hoa and sinh Duonge. In IV Corps, the board raiterates, virtuwally no

intelligence w&s received; this is the ares where no 3IGINT resources

were &veiledle., Thus, when interviewed oy the working groun, Allied

milivary coreanders in ooutih Visinanr elnost invariably sointed to

SI1GILY information in detailing the s*~n1110<nu vre-Tet intelligence
infor.ation they hed ot their dispossal., llowever, despite a few

eneiy essa 15 that there would be attacks in II Jorps on

- - N . : N 13

[ 30 January, few velieved & wajor attack would couusence, during let,
M"ha Hocrels y o *L,q* Ve -'{</tn
lile LUEIG'S e )Oru notes TOZAT L

"aes With regrrd to the timing of the enemy's offen-
sive, rost of the intzlligence ovelustors doncluded thet .
the oflensive rost likely would cceur Jjust prior to or imnme—

ciately following the «et holidey veriod which extended

= |

fro.. venuary 27 to rFebruary 3 1;08 4 few of the evaluetors
in the fizid, ineluding General ‘lestmorelend, included in
their estimetes the specific Uos*lblllty that the offensive
might teke place during the Yet holideys, .hile sone re-
ports susggested the possibiliity of simultaneous atiecks in
certedin arces the bocrd found none nredicting the extent of
the attacks which actually occurred or the degree of simul-

& taneity achieved in their execution,

The soard alsc notes thet there was no intelligence aveilable

.

to sugcest the extent and nature of the offensive&
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"5. 11 the intellipgence availeble in the pre-~Tet veriod,
.hny of the cities, towns and installations ectually attacked
e i.entioned as possible targets, The Hozrd finds little
in the pre-1.T intelligence suggesting thet the country-wide
ttacks niignt concentrate on the cities end towns to the vir-
Jua‘ exclusion of fronlier targets or thet the enemy right
seck to establish lodgement in these urben areas and foment
uprisings. rhe expectation seems to have veen that thn
naressiient of the cities and tovms would e confined lergely
et attacks, rather then the ground nttacxs

1

;)

to morter and rocket
wnich actually took v1€ce. T

The LlﬂltuthnS of uJGL’” capsbility imposed by the eneny's ex-

e

nce on small VO units hes been discussed; this wes the

g
)
F_)

[¢8
[FB
™

tensiv

oriiaty resson tnnt oIGLlT was unable to predict that attacks would

occur in the huge nunber ol urpan centers which were invested, with

the exception of .ue, ban ..o ‘huot, end a few others, [owevery contin-,

ual refercnces to Yi-ley" in seversl arcas, and the labgé volumne of
22GILT indicators observed led to clesr and conerete SIGILT warnings
thal & nessive and wedl-coordinstes enery crive wes i the offing,

he 25 Januery reort wes only the first in o series of reports snd
Suid ltems which crew attention to the threat of siimltoneous enerwy
alrecks in .ony erees, The inforisiion providesd, &5 indicated, a stra-
tegic warning ©o .nwericin comvnrnaers, which encbhled thes to trle stens
To insure & heightencd alertness in their copr%nﬁs. “he rero voints

this out, coiwer
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"eee nlbthough the pre-~Tet intelligence did not in-
clude precisec Né”bl.b s to the time and plece of each
Lajor attack which was rounted -it did serve as 2 general
alert to field coummenders without indiceting the exact
{ that, where, when and how of the Irmending .t acks, o3ig-
" nificantly, however, the sverd found no case in which Uni- ; ¢f
ted otates forces anpeared o have su*fh ed & dofeat in this '
pveriod vecause ol &« lack of tinelyr intelligence o

‘ne meso vhen'quotes Irom the werking greoun rerort, to indi-

cate part of the eason that some senior officials in leshington felt

R ) L]
2 inet en intelligence feilure contribubted to cneny tecticnl success
i curing Tet:

Wihe urgency feldl in 2inigon was not fully felt in lash-
ington in the lLrnediste vwre-stticex yeriods 43.¢ result,
finishec intelligence Jisssidnated in !asnlngton ©iid not
contain the atiwsphers of erisis nresent in veigon. <ee

sltnough senior officials in | \a~n1”U‘0“ recelved wcrnlngs
in the periocd 28-30 dYenusry, thuv ic¢ nov receive the

full sense of inmediccy anc int ultJ which wes present in
vailgon., vn the ovher nend, wluh seigon elerved, virtuell
nolihing: sould be done in .tshingion that lete in the game
which ouid efrect the outconice ¥

The ieno follows this quetation with an eveluation:

e poerd &

grees with sweh of this frank and reveal-
ng ste tckrnt nert !

5
iculerly the view thet rmang liashington

i
intelligen ”c‘ort¢ fail ¢ Lo convey the scne sense of
urgency as ehlotvu in Vietnan., To cite two exemples, the.

daily CI4 docwaent, "The 8ituation in Vi etnan’ throughout ‘

Jenuary was filled with reports of nossible enery offensive

actions but it ve.s not until Januery 28 thet the verning |

Dbecane loud and-clear that a wid ~~re 2 eoordiinched serie ;
}

of attacks idght-be expected in the nesr future. In the
neriod Junucry 15-30, "ihe Presideit's Deily -rief", which
yresumaoly represents the 11ost importrnt intelligence of
the dey warrenting the attention of the rresicent, con- , ‘
tains on Jdinuery 20 the first rention of ‘o nossible offen- !
sive. dihercefter it is silent on the subjoet unbil Janu- ,
ery 29 when ¢ low-key iten appeered noting thrt eneny for-
ces in the Western Highlonds were courleting betile nreva-
rations."
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1t should be recslled gt ene?l Junuery, an oA resort werned
of a rinjor eneny offensive throughous the cofutsi -rovinces; sthe follow-

Ang day, 25 Jenuary, the lengohy raeport wirning of ¢ coortineisd shouy

! oo 5 o e S b G . } 5 ’ .
offensive in I, I1 and 111 Cornes, ¢t lsist, ves mublished, The Hoard
*aostulg bed severcl.recsons . for the evprrant feilurs of the Weshingt
sroducers of finished

v
1
i

based’

o ~thach the vproper VCthb

40 those clear int.lilizence wornin

‘ - M8, ke Doyl fgvs NoT LuPe fferenca oF
‘ e % L PRt
; tone in Inteliligence revorting in 18 beyond

critiecisii. Bevercl factors proschly P”"u*lbntkﬂ Lo &this
difference: (a) the sup nrfﬂfc cf 1nﬂic:tors
ageinst @ background cluttoer of
reubrts ich dulied to soumc extent the
( , varni ngs conveyed; (b) the 4ifficulty
sized rerorts ’ccurately OPLTLyANg
(c) the efisch of tl
intelligence «genci
officicls; wnd (d)
of sorting out &

o o Sl o B e
H ORI

the .wass of intellirence

—iy.,.L.v. ey
e LS PO A & Y §
wd

oz Fiedld gotreivlery in

SIGILY betiecen finishic.l 3

5 /A v ~|

Vietna., frou bhwe JuwlV leval

tinually rely on WiGIHY, cn

apparatus hes ecrned the con

tory orf successful sunjzorti,

(‘ L ‘ ’
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to the Allied coiwiand by the 510100 cumnily in the =re«iat paried wes
that which :\.z».a.»‘lbsur; successiuily exloitéd by oo o 1ist of fmeriesn
conbat consenders in Viebis. ‘Turefors, o0l EVicaiee 2 the
. pre-Tet period "..':-'S e |
in contrist, i inte¥iigenen In Lk shing-
ton epparently oot lese ol B2y il T alh el elrw of
severel dugs bolore bhe steong .4 tekhings of A i 25 Jarray vere

reflected in.the L1 Frils vhilcor €500 cad the (reslecbls Taitr Trief,

3 Vooaaes Loy B $eog 2 1 e PPt e s
The requls ite S1GLGE revorts e DEe T pi o upers of Tinighad
Foode us T8 e §. A 9 b P puasd g st W & g T W N
inbeilicence, oub were apperanl by guli et 4y B pi e Bpligslz

4

111fo-“.z.tio;;1 froit olhisr vaurcos,

The i:ero Lhen notad hnet inoriine oo

intelligence infon ation to senior

to depend on raw intellizonce vrought to Lheir attention hy steff

assistanks vio are not & wart of the officizl intellipgence :porratus.

‘the question of delays in the provision of intelligence to senior
!

oints shouls be considered. Virst, as noted,

[}
Ce

|
officials vefore lot, tvo

a large volw.e of SIGILY inforation was male mveiladble @n o tinmelr

‘basis., ‘this infonustion consisted of strong end H‘-ng‘e: d intelli-
i o RN -
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)

’gence>indications wnich nave been accenton'an; clie Sin Tne neo ;E Osj S

o
¢

) g " e Saronc avt oo §D
wgs believed and actea upen a1 the »aigon Lovel. stond, one extromely MWL'{/\ !

13 .
significant factor,.not nentionecd in the report, wnich so

. A v

the ebility of Jasnmngton~oasea intelligen¢e nroducers -ent senior of-

ficials 1o respont to these warning:s wes situstion.

N

Fueblo was siemed on J3 Janunry, ond for severel drys, the remificr.

tions of thet get absorned virtuslly the full «ttention of senior offi-

Kl

Iligence wroducers, eving once concluded thet

ciels and finishecd intel £
attacks would not occur during Yet, ihey were convineced thnt ztircks

i

would not taxe place wntil «rfter Tet, thus givin: then & week's res- #

et ——

S s g 5 b B 3 i B . e o 'y Ao i o 3.t
pite, and dllowing thoa to oncuny thwwelves with the sitw-tion,

It is

™
"
E

o e Vo mend e, S ya LA L
rent that vho siezing of Lthe

single factor, was responsibvle for the surarisingly slow resciions to

“clear 5IGLILT warnings.

In vaigon, povneynr,: the U oinforastion induced £ heightensd \

alertness which hrd rouch to o with

Fovun 3 % 5 D 27 & e s % ders EusLa 7 ded T Eate]
attecks, end the over:ll failure of the military side of the <ol offen- !
o
give. A8 The righo nas noted, given the sbetie of aleriness in Joigon,
{

there was little lrshington couls contribube,

The nenorandw: then concluded:
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¢ Zosrd conciudas

6]
.e

the cecision on 25 Jenuary Lo cincel
o 3 ;

a3 -
anc oo

€L

b, thet intelligence contrivute’ substenticily to
the result tast the cttocls on the citins were heoat

Foanad b ey R — N Dpmcpmppaddions  wpemaay 2t ok 4 s
and thit no permencnt Zodoients were achievel;

o verait then to corry o

therefore, there ¢re no g
-mejor intelligence failure; .,0M




