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e Phe Communist offensive continues to maintain
- considerable momontum in some urban areas and bgainst
- somo allied military installations, Enemy lorces
- Aro siill resisting allied efforts to drive them out:
of many provincial capitals, and have launched seve
.eral new attacks in the IIX and IV Corps areas,
.- " Baigon was relatively quict duripg the night, but
{ - thero were some indications (hat new enemy initia-
o " tives may soon be staged thore.,

X Corps

1. The situation _throughout this area: was gen-
orally quiet on the night of 2-3 February; however,
the fighting in Huo is continuing with the enonmy still
offering stiff resistance in their offorts to hold

~ soveral strongpoints in the city,. :

2. Hue: Tho northern portion of the citadel
and parts ol the city itself are still under enenmy -
control, PBeveral of the compound Areas within the
. citadel exchanged hands late yesterday. Reports of
.« sizeablo cnemy units in tho city's enviroens continuo.
s One prisoner clained that 2-3 battalions were massing
o= —— - on the southern side of the river which divides the
Tt - elties, And that tholr mission was to attack tho MACY
compound. Other prisonsys have stated tho snenmy
plans {o hold Hue for at least scven days. Hoavy.
eneny sniper activity from rooftops and other stratogic
locations continues to hamper the allied reaction
_* _ forces which have been making slow progress in clear-
ing tho oity. 181x Snuth'VietﬁiméSG"A§my ?attalions,
~ & ranger battalion, & tank company, plus two Approyed case
- Deve 15 SEP 883"
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Mariuve battalions are now committed to recovering tho city,

.'hnve been no reports of enemy activity at Khe Sanh;
"=rocket, and mortar firoe were directed at allied posi=-
-3 February,
‘Palat and Phan Thiet=-=in contral South-Vietnam on 3
__western highland cities of Kontum, Pleiku,:and Bap Me
Thuot-remains considerable, these cities were gen-

erally quict overnight and tho Communists may now,
dn fact, bo withdrawing under strong allied pressuro,

. presently:establishing control of the city.

yostorday noon was reported continuing in this coastal
. 4n the vicinity of the MACV compound, which is still

,78?;S°“ o

‘and this morning with only a fow scattered clashes.

 have been sighted withdrawing from the city. Other

battalions of the US 1st Alr Cavalry Division and two US

8. DMZ: The allied strongpoint at Con Thien <:
was hit by 73 rounds of eneny artillery fire, while
and nearby US Marine positions received 65 rounds
of artillory and rocket f{ire late yesterday., Thele
however, & press roport claims 650 rounds of artillery,

tions all along the southorn portion of the DMZ on .

4."'?Lght1ng continued in tvo provincial capitals--

February. Although the cnomy presence in or near the

_ . b, Dalat: Early this morning, &n unknown sizo —— ——
force struck at the railroad station, two US billets, '

a South Vietnamese Army outpost; &nd & sector heads "

guarters In a brief 1S5-minute attack, No results
have been reported, South Vietnamesc forces aro
6. Phan Thiet: Sharp fighting which began

city this morning. The bulk of the battle is con-
contrated £n north and northeast sections vf the city

secuwred by friendly forces.

9. Saigon was rolatively quiet during the night

8. Some reports state that groups of Viet Cong

veports raise the possibility of widespread renewed
attacks, Prisonors and capturecd documonis indicate

~-'2-

%

cory .

| LYAPON-BAINES JOHASONCTERAR

- -

Y

Approved for Release: 2019/04/17 C00010642 '




~ Qther IIX Corps Developnents
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that tho action s0 far may have been afmod at creat-
ing turmoil in proparation for snother attack. Some
25 to 30 Viot Cong battalions are said to be staging
in Areas north and south of the xty.rw'—

1036 )
o

10, Two provincial capitals, Xuan Loc and Phuoc

"Le, éame under attack during the night., By noon on

'8 Fobruary, hovever, most provinces in the XIII Corps
area reported that tho military. situatlon had sta-

- bllired

11.7 Xuan Loc: Xuan Loc was assaulted for the

_second consccutive nigut. An ARVN artillorvy. position

was hit by rocket five; ground prohes wore divected

. &t the MACV compound, tho National Police Station,

and other points in the city, Thoro weire few Je=~
tails on casualties, '

12. Phuoc Le- Tioe capital of Phuwoc Tuy Prov-

“dnce east of Saigon was attacked on 1 February and- -

&t last réeport late on 2 revruary (local Vietnam time),
‘ports ol the city wore still occupied by a Viet Cong
conmpany, Heavy fighting was yxoported, but the only

—-confirmed casualties have been ono US civilian and
-one Australiau killed,

in the Bicn Hoa nrea now reach as high as 11,000,

*Yateoxrmation from prisonorsiEEiREEE ;;"1ndicat7'iﬁat—
,tho“rain Force Regiménts of the

Viet Cong Division participated in the atiacks on Bien
ﬁ’; The prisoners $iafs £8XY ‘thoy had no Withdraval”

13. Bion Hoa: Estimatoes of civilian refu ees
o oA gees h"’@)(i{)

a3 they wero told that 4t would be easy: to overrun
elty,
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Other Action

14, In otkor rocent action iw YIXI Corps US
.Army troops roported a sharp clash with an enieny |
force of undeterminod size about five miles north-
east of Baipgon, while Viet Cong gunners attacked
‘the US Army base at Cu Chi for the third time
. within a wook on 2 February. Some 100 rounds of
e mor'tar and heavy rockot fire hit the camp. US
losses wore light, -

" IV Corps .o : o

Teseimmm s o016, - Reports dndicate that there wap a slacken-

- ’ ing off of fighting in several previously hard hit

“=-  _ - provinces in this area during the anight of 2-3 February,

’ Keavy action is stlill golng on in sone sectors, how-

~over, And many major cities are still oxperiencing
sniper and havassing five,

" 16, Ben 'Tre: Sowme of the heaviest fighting in
the delta Ras continued over the past three days in »
- this provincial capital, located some 43 wiles south ..~ ~
of Saigon, Viet Cong forces, estimated to bo 200- y
- 800 strong, have infiltrated virtually all paris of
the city and control most of it, especially at night.
More than half of the buildings in the city have ~ ——— =~
been destiroyed, : , o

17. The ARVN Regimeat defending Ben Tre is
~ reportledly fighting “tenaciously, but rather ineffec-=— "} -
tively becauso of & lack of “planning and organiza- e
" tion.," Ono US Army unit has already arrived in tho
city and most of the 2nd Brigade of the US dth In-
- fantry Pivision was schoduled to arrive during the
Foo night. :

~ 18, Chau Phu: Chau Phu, & provincial capital

~ mpeay the Camvodian border 115 miles due wost of Saigon,
was reported almost complotoly secuwre this morning.
Aun ARVN moarch and destroy operation is sweeplng the

- outskirts of the city., Unconfirmed estinates list
77 Viot Cong killed and eight captured, . Sono 100
civilians have been wounded and-it is ostimated thot
the fighting ngainst at least {wo Viet Cong battalions

- __4n tho oity over the past fow days destroycd the homes

of up to 4,000 people. ' .
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s Re ih 'ted TNAT the attack on Chau Phu
s 1aunched with considerablo ideologlical prepara-
tions but without the thorough tactical rehearsals
which traditionally preceed Viet Cong attacks. Ho
L patd that he firet loarned of the Tel offengive about
%@;Q%p}u‘,m‘ior to the Chau Phu attack.

20, Viet Cong main force wnits, atcording to
. &ho prisonor, were given the responsibility of
Mliberating” provincial capitals, whereas district
_forces and guerrillas were regponsible for seizing
their respective distryict seats. ¢laims that the
~_force vhich attacked Chau Phu city neluded ten party
“members who wero to constitute the city front which
was to organize & provisional government, Tho prisoner .
..~ #ivst heard tho term conlition government about six
. ___ Bonths ago, but had never heard it brought.into formal
. pariy proceodiugeAggtilfthé*bflétings’for’tho Tet
peration, : N . ,

2. If these'statehgnts_dgwpgggidgrgp acourate
rofloction of current viet Cong strategy, the Conuu-

nists have indeed decided to expend a greai part of

their rosources in the Tel offensive,

T
-
. .

Othor Delfn Action

22, Sporadic mortar and small aras fire con=

tinues within or on the outskirts of several prov-~ -
fucial capitals-=including Can Tho, My Tho, Moc Hoa,
Vinh Long, and Rach Gia<~as well &s & number of other
smaller towns. At Ca Mau & Viet Cong assaull was :
repulsed during the night of 1-2 Februaxy but further
attacks were oxpected, - : y

-5

. CopPY

’L'-'.f"'_ ’ s =+ =t CTULYADON BAINEY JOVSON LIBRARY

__Approved for Release: 2019/04/17 C0001064 2



@A pproved for Release: 20j 9/04/17 C00010642—

{ . ' - .

Eolttigalrind Psychological Developments

23, Therc-are indications of considerable con-
fusion and §ndecisfon within tho Saigon goverument
e in the wake of the current Communist offensivo,

24,7 Information iR
~_dicates that Prime Minister Loc hes taken no {nitia-
tive towvard restoring public confidence in the gov-
B - ernmeni's ability to act effectively. Loc, who wns
oo described as “bewildered" when the eneny attacks
.fivet erupied, ‘has since rojecled suggestions -that
-he act to strengithen health, postal, information
, and emevgency reliof services and that he try to en-
EE . 1ist active support in the crisis fron labox,
Buddhist, intellectual and other groups. Loc's at-
titude reporiedlyis that civilians can do nothing
until the military have restored some normality to

the situntion, :
: 25, BT __,fﬂ*”i;&:{:ra;;*?? claims e
that the ernnent has been able to function Mpredw . ,

ponably well," although there has boen & noticeable
lack of gooraination, particularly through conflicting-
r . ~orders to civil servanis about roporting for work
during the curfew., This source claims {that Presidont
Thicu is now beginning to turh his attention to the
pressing political end psychological aspects of the
orisis. Thicu reportedly mel on 2 Fobruary with Loc,
Vice President Ky, and senior cabinet, armed forces,
and National Assembly officers to discuss urgent food —
and medical needs, and to arrange for a public pledge.
of support from assembly leadoers. E

26. The sowrce fools, however, that the people — —
of Baigon are edgy and suscepiiblo to ruwors and that
not enoiugh has yet been done to reassure them, He
fears that, if the Viet Cong arc not cleaned out of
the city within 48 hours, public moralo will further
deteriorate, supplies may run out, and allicd troop
fatigue may force resort to increased bombing &nd
strafing with counterproductive sffects on the popula.-
tion,

27, Overall information on popular reactions
4 to the crisis is still rolatively sparse--particularly
= gor areas outside Saigon. From the ovidence available,
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{ : however, it still appears, as earlier roported, that
the general reaction is ono fivst: of fear, second:
of surprise at the demonstration of continucd Commu~
nist streongth and, third: of disgruintlement at. the
goveranent's inability to block the attacks,

o 28. There are numerous reports of belief in &

" widespread rumor that the US connived with the VC in
the nttacks in order to force formation of a coalition
government, While the enemy is doubtless pushing this

~ line ap part of the psywar sido of his current offen-

~slve, the wildespread willingness to believe the story

. i significant, since it scomingly indicates a growing
political nalaise among the peoplo over tho war,
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