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30 Januaxy 1968

. MEMORANDUM FOR: Honorable Walt W. Rostow

© SUBJECT + The Situation in South Vietnam

As agreed between you and the Diréctor of Central

~Intelligence last evening, CIA has prepared the following

report on the unprecedented Conmunist attacks in Sovth Viet-
3gm0which began yesterday. Informatién is current as of
00 EsT, : -

1. Communist forces staged a series of well-coordinated
attacks on eight principal cities and several key military
installations throughout South Vietnam's I and II Corps early

- on 30 Janvary. This flurry of enemy tctivity wag intended

primarily for the psychological impact it would have on the

- South Vietnamese on Vietnam's most important holiday--the

‘ 'The'Current Tactical Situation

© Xepor

lunar new year's day. The enegﬁ may algo have balieved that

the celebrations would impede the effectivenesgs of the allied

reaction effort.,

2. The enemy's principal targets included provincial
capitals, cities in the western highlands and major cities

and military installations along the coastal area as far

south as Cam Ranh Bay.

3. Da Nang: Both the giant US ai#bagaa.and key US and

‘South viéthamese military installations within Da Nang itself

were attacked by enemy forces early on 30 Januvary. The air-
field complex was hit by 40 rounds of mixed rocket and mortar

fire which resulted in at least seven airoraft destroyed and

nine damaged. FPires were rveported at the airfield's bomb
atorage area and in hangar and troop housing areas. At last
- the east runway of the aixfiel@ wag under small arms
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five. 1Initial reports list one American killed and six
younded, No estimate of the effect on US air operations
staged from the base has been received.
. , A
4. At Da Nang, the I Corps Headquarters and MACV com-
pound were hit by 40-50 rounds of 82-mm. mortar £ive, small
arms and satchel charges. Three South Vietnamese soldiers
- woare killed and another seven wounded aocording to initial
reports. US Marine and South Vietnamese raaction forces ‘
moved to counter the eneny's assaults and, at last raport,
- the enemy raiders were withdrawing,

5. Nha Trang: In Nha Trang, the capital of Khanh Hoa
Province, Eommungst forces attacked in the early morning
hours and occupied the provincial headquarters, the military
sector headguarters, the radio station, and the railroad
station. The enemy also attacked the provincial jail, re-~
portedly freeing several hundred priséners.

6. Pleiku City:s A 500 to 700-man Viet Cong force
followed ™ Up a"heavy rocket barrage on the Pleiku airfielad
with an assault which penetrated the éity. A& Lnearby
nontagnard training center was also a target of a Communist
rocket barrage, At last report the fighting was continuing
‘within the city itself. \ '

7. Kontum City: An estimated 500 to 1,000 enemy troops
penetrated Kontum city in the early morning hours of 30 Janue-
ary. A US 4th Infantry Division xeaction foxrce fought its
way into the city and by mid-morning the situation was ve-
ported as "no longer critical."

: 8. Tan Canh: This South Viptnamese village located
some 20 miles norxth of Kontum near thé Dak To Special Forces
Camp, was overrun and burned early this morning. The asgault
on the village was mounted by a Communist company-size force
and was preceded by a heavy baxrage o? 82-mm..moxrtar fire,

9. 6ther'Attacksi Flghting was reported in Binh Dinh's
provincial capital of qui Nhon with an eneny company conduct-
ing raids on the police headquarters, radio station, and
other key installations in the city. ‘The airfield at Ban Me
.y !

+
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Thuot in Dar Lac Province, Phu Yen Province's capital of
“Tuy Hoa, Hol An in Quang Nam Provincé, and the large US :
Mmlitary complex at Cam Ranh Bay were also targets of ensmy 3.3(h)(2)
ralds, Detalls of these attacks ave ?till-extremely sketchy.

TlﬂA{Tnava rerlected extensive ehemy preparations for

combat in the northern half of the country. Among these,
. -tactical aotivities have included intensive reconnaissance,
‘patxols, resupply, training and other related activities.,

- Intexcepted enemy messages have made Yepeated referancesg to
"N-Day", the Vietnaniese equivalent of D-Day, with sons
wessages suggesiting the beginning of offensive activities on
or. shoxtly after 33 January. '

1l. Enemy conwunications also disclosed widespread coor-
dination between major enemy units andl their command and
control authorities. High volumes of messages between majox
controls and with Hanoi were also observed being passed up
to 30 January. :

12, Although it is too early to determine the over-all
-8cope of the Communist offensive, it bppears that the enemy
has aimed his campaign at undermining the population's con-
fidence in the present government. The initiation of the
cffensive at a time when the country was celebrating the Tet
holiday wae probably calculated to achieve a significant
psychological impaoct despite the fact that it displaysed
a blatant disregard for the ceage-fire periods announced by
‘both the Viet Cong and the South Viethanmege,

Other Related Actions

13, A radio broadcast from Hanoi inddkcates that the
Communlsts hope to shift the responsibility for their blatant
truce violations to the allies. The 30 Janvary broadcast,
in English to international audiences, charged that the US
and South Vietnam had canceled the cease-fire and had launched
"raids" against the people in man nogthern provinces. The
broadcast also condemned the continued bombing of southern
North Vietnam during the allied truce, and claimed the allies
had "trampled upon the legitimate agpirations and traditional
cugtoms of the Vietnamese people." It appears that the
-Communists are laying a propaganda base for future claims that

‘gheér own offensive activity was in rataliation for US mis-
aads, :

3.5(c)
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14, Unususal activities by North Vietnamese aix force
slements ware detected on 30 Januvary. The airfield con-
troller at Hanol Gia Lam noted light transport aircraft,
and possibly four others, would bhe engaged in unidentified
aerial activity at 1700 hours Hanol time (0400 EST, 30.Jan=-
uary). Two of the planes menticned hy the controller were
part of the aerial strike force that raided a friendly in-
stallation in northern Laos on 12 Januvary.
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16. Thersare as yet no indicationg of any Noxth Koxean
initiatives or activities which can be related to the enemy
offensive in South Vietnam. :

{

17. ©Pyongyang's military posture remains essentially
defensive. as it has since the seizure of the Pusblp, the
North Korean Alr Force is continuing to fly defensive patrols,
particularly in the vicinity of wonsan harbor. No major
‘ggctdents have been reported along the DMZ during tha past

ours, . ,

18. Other than the Hanol broadcast noted above, bloc
media. have not as yet commented on thé attacks., Neithex
have thex been any signs of Communist military or diplomatic
activity relating to the offensiva.

Lata Ytem

19, Genexal Westmoxeland gave his personal assessment
of the situation in a Teleoon with Washington at about 0700
EST this morning. He described the situation as "well in
hand," adding that more eneny were killed in the raids than
-at. any other time in his memory. It appears that enemy losses
will be over 700 dead. Allied casualties were light. Cap-
tured aneny soldiers sald their mission was to terrorize the
c¢ivilian population, and attack civilian installations such as
radio stations, According to Westmoreland, the situation

in the DMZ is quiet, The weather there im good and facilitates

extensive allied air attacks.
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Late information ifdicates thexre were

- 20. Da Nang:
nunerous 1nclidents in the area between 1400 and 1600 local

vietnam time today.
ceived a mortar attack.

At 1430,

The Marble Mountain installation re-
Da Nang alrbase was hit

" 3.5()

by meortaxs.

US casualties were one killed and 10 wounded,

The 2XVN headquarters in Da Nang was also attacked by an
| The attack

enemy conpany-size force and with moxrtars.
was xepulsed with heavy enemy casuddties.

8Y DIRECTION OF THE DCI:

CIA Operations Center
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