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{@ SUNHARY: LIEUTZNANT GENERAL KHANG, III CORPS COMY A'\ID.ER, T
f © SAID THAT ON 14 MARCH 1968 PRESIDENT NGUYEN VANIHIZU:
;@ EXPRESSER-CONCERN ASGIE FUNIRS OF A | MICITARY: TTOTUF ™ KHANG
- REASSLRED THIEU THAT IN SPITE OF THE RUMORS, HE IS NOT _
.$@ - INVOLVED IN PLANWING A CCUP. THIEU BELGEVES THATITLET:
'@ mariovac-satvaTIo % FRONT-CNSF) -UAS - O°CANIZED BY-THE ‘AMERICANS.
i ‘-‘_TO-G?.’:\.’.ERAT"‘SU FPORT-FOR ‘A -COALITIONTGOVER NMENT WHTCH =
;@ WILL INCLUDE tie NAT IGNAL _.:Faour.,;_{qg__I,}_{_g;;LIBEéAT,;O’:rOF;‘:—-
. Q SOUTH VIE rmﬁf“’“r"@_;_E__U_.ls_cowczs NED.WIT. H-,_LHE__‘S,II._UALI_Q N
| SIN-1IV CORPS.ZKHANG E?PR‘-‘SS"D CONFIDENCE IN THE NEWLY
© (APPOINTED IV CORPS COMMANDER, MAJOR GENERAL NGUYEN DUG
"_@ THANG, BUT SAID THAT HEIS_NOT. \,ERIAINLTHATWT.HANG HAS®
L suREs CIENT™ HRO0PS, THIE ASXED IF:T HERE-WERE. ANY_EVIDENGE
) f'@_‘ THAT THE_ US . HAD - Ass'i‘”"iro THE UC DURING THE -TET-ATTACKS .
D wm\x _KHANS ASSURED HIM THERE WAS NOT, THIEU PO!NTED oUT™=" T
THAT_THZ  U.S. MISSION 'IS'-—NO_fWMO\JOLOTHIC IN ITS.VIEWS. .
@ x_}@}é_e.uzcs;uor; EXPECT. AN.ATTACK ON SAIGON IN THE WEAR.
;@ ~ FUTRE. #Z TOLD_THKIEU HE QUESTIONS THE WISD OM OF MAKING
_ -THE cot rhMFl__AIEDvCHgNGE-o IN THE ADmMSTRAIivE“s"r'RUc’rURz_ R
S “'_z_se.__r;'{; FROVI'NCES.AT. THIS TLiE. END SUNMARY. | “ 1 50)
SN - % o —_ | : o 34(b)(1)-
- .
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1. DURING A LENGTHY PRIVATE CONVERSATION ON 14 MARCH

1963, PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU EXPRESSZD CONCERN TO
LIEUTENANT GENERAL LE NGUYEN XHANG, III CORPS COMMANDER
THAT SONE WEWBERS OF THE MILITARY HIGHT TRY TC QUEXTHRGY
THIEU'S GOVERNMENT.  KHANG TOLD THIEU HE KNOYS THIRE ARE

MANY RUMORS THAT HZ AND BRIGADIER CENIRAL NGUYEN NGOC

LOAY, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF Tys NATIONAL POLICE, ARE PLANNING
-? A COUP, BUT TKE RUNORS ARE NOT TRUE. KHANG DOSS NOT KNOY

" HOW THESE RUMORS GOT STARTED BUT HE SUSPECTS SONME Ve

' COMPLICITY. IN AN EFFORT TO PREVENT SUCH RUKORS, KNANG
SAID HE HAS BEEN AVOIDING POLITICIANE BECAUSE HANY OF
THEX ARE PRONE TO TWIST SOME REWARK HE MIGHT MAKE ASOUT

. HIS DISSAT ISFACT 10N WITH The GOVERNMENT INTO ALLEGAT IONS
OF COUP PLOTTING. RECENTLY KHANG TWICE REFUSED TO MEST
WITH SENATOR DON. XHANG SAID THE PRESIDENT SHOULD NOT
INTERPRET HIS OR LOAN'S REMARKS ASUT THE NEED FOR STRONGER
ANZ MORE DYNAMIC GOVERNNMENT AS MEANING THEY ARE PLANNING
A COUP. PRESIDENT JOHNSON IS ALSO SUSJSCT TO STRONG
CRITICISM BY THOSE IN THE UNITED STATES WHO DISAGREE WITH
HIS POLICIES. KHANG SAID THAT HE CALLS TME PRESENT PYASE

s-&_ﬁ-m I I8t
_ — 3.4(b)(1)
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U.S. GOVERWHENT IN VIETNAN." 4AANG SAID HE T0LD THIEU
THAT HE Z2Z5 WANY PARALLELS 3£erEN'x9$3'AND 1954 IN VIET-
NAN. DURING 1954 IH?_E;ENQHAw;iauQI;MIMG_ﬁILITAﬁILY BUT
THE DEFEATIST PSYCHOLOZY OF THE FRZNon PEGFLE MADE IT

IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE FRENCH TO DEFEAT THE COMAUNISTS. TODAY'

NG FILITARILY BUT
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1 IHMPCRTANT THAT THIEU NOT 3E-VICTIMIZED 3Y RUMORS,

i AANY OF WHICH ARE SPREAD 2Y THE CCMMUNISTS AHD DESIGNED
D

)

IVISIVINZISS. KHANG SATD HE TOOK

f 5 PARTICULARLY STRONG POSITIGN ON

)

=
—t

S

(€3]

J

(v

JECT NOT OHLY

s

; BZICAUSE HE FERVEATLY BZLIEVES WHAT HE SAID, 3UT ZECAUSE
{7 WAS 0BVICUS THAT THIZU WAS FRECCCUPIED BY MANY DOU3TS.
4., THIEU FEZELS THE AMEZRICANS USZD NEUYEN XUAN OANH

AND DANG DUC KHCI TO ORGANIZE THE NSF WITH THE ULTIMATE
C2JECTIVE OF GINERATING PCOPULLAR SUPPGRT FCR A COALITION
COVERNMENT WHICH WILL INCLUDE THT NAT IONAL FRONT FOR THE

LIBER*TIOH_CF SCOUTH VIETNAM (NFLSV). .For THIS REA?ON,'

THE AMIRICANS ZZILZCTED SENATOR TRAN VAN DON, MAI HUU

AUAR, 8D OTHER FORMER GENZRALS OF PRO-FRENCH, WEUTRALIST 1.5(¢)
-i-gfl-eT I o o

Approved for Release: 2019/04/17 C00118651




Approved for Release 2019/04/17 C00118651

N 72477

' PAGE g OF 1]PAGES

{elzesitection) __[(dissem controls)

"POSTURE TO LEAD THE NSF. THIEU SAID HE IS FOLLO‘«JING THE
TACTIC OF PAYING LIP SERVICE To DON'S REQUESTS FOR SUPPORT
FOR THZ NSF WHILE TRYING TO COUNTERBALANCE 1T WITH POL IICAL
EFFORTS OF HIS OWN GENERATED BY NCUYEN VAl 'HU:ONG, SECRETARY
GENZRAL OF THE PRESIDENCY, AND TRAN vag ax . I

1.5{6)
3.4 1)

I =0 s ron TL.«AT&.LV THERE IS ZVIDENCE

THAAT THZ NSF DOES OT HAVZ THE UNQUALIFIED SUPPGRT OF _
VICEZ PRESIDENT NGUYEN CAG KY'S FOLLOWERS AKo CITED LoAN

AS AN EXAUPLE. I coicar -
W K0T HAS COMPLATSED THAT Loan Has 2rgy *TTACKING THE

NSF THROUGH THE NEWSPAPEA CONG CHUNSZ, )" THIzU ASXED FOR

1.54¢)
3.4(&:)(1),_

KHANG' S VIEW OF THE NSF. XHANG SAID HE CcOU'n NOT GUESS THE

NSF'S TRUZ MCT IVES 8UT NE SHARED THIZU'S SUSPICIONS OF

—_——

MAI HUU XUAN.

5. N DTSCUSDI THE 1v. CORPS APLA, '%I U SAID HE Is _
CONCERWNED THAT THE VIZT KONZ (vCY WILL 3% ADLV TC CONSOLIDATc T -

"THEZIR PRZSENT CONTROL OF THE COUNTRYSIDE., THIEY SAID THAT e

- S‘Eﬁ*—' |
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H= HAS BEEN SOMEWHAT

w

.
REPT ICAL QF

CLAINID IN THE DELTA BECAUSE HE FE

EFFORT HAS BEENW SUPERFICIAL. HE SAID IT ISUNQUEST ICHAS

TRUZ THAT THE SITUATION IV THE COUNTRYSIDE IN Iv¢

THIZU ZXPREZSSED CONCERN OVER THE NUMBZIR OF QUTPOSTS

HAVZ SEZHN OVERRYUMN, AND SAID THE UC ARE EVEN ACTIVC POLITICALLY

CREZRED MARKEDLY SINCE TH: ENEMY'S TET OFFENSIUS

I SOMZ ARZAS AND APPAREY TLY ARERECEIVING ZCME POPUL AR

SUPP3IRT. Wt ASKED IF KHANG HAD ANY COMMEINTS OR SUGGESTIONS

ASSIGNMNENT; AND HE- JXHANDD IS NOT

SUFFICIZNT TRGOPS TO DCTHE J08B. KHANG FESLS pw

THAT COULD- BZ TAKEX TO 1 LI JEN THA

AL NCUYZIN DUC Ti:

N'

nAS & VERY DIV

N

]
Vi

f_j,

CERTAIN THAT THay:

BE A WILL-FLAXNED CCNSOLIDAT ION OF HAMLETS, '

CONSQLIDAT IN WOULD INCE XEASE THE =

DEFEN3T AND PGSSIELY RELEASE FORCES FOR THE Al

TCAAN 71 v g e = - - — )
SACILITATE THE CREATION QF INTERNAL

v

FECT IVENES

CONTRCL

“ICULT

HAS

MzCHANTISNS: -
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" CORPS THAT THE

RANMLETS. AT PRESENT, KHANG ARGUED, THEREASE TROTTTTT T T T
ENOUSH SECURITY FORCES TO FRSTECT THE SCATTESED HAWLETS

ENOUGH MANPOWER TO SET

O UP INTERNAL CONTAUL- MZICHANISMS
TO CONTROL THE MOVEMEHNT OF VC AMONG THE MANY HAMLITS.
| QHiLz THANG FACES A SERICUS CHALLENGE AND LIAé ALL THE
CRPS COMMAngggs, COLLD USE MORE TROOPS, XHANG FEELS THAT®
THAYG WILL BE ASLE TO GAIN THE UPPER AAND WILITARILY.
HOWEZVER, IT IS INPORTAHT THAT STRONG AND HONEST GOVERNMENT ~ - S
BZ.3ROUGHT TO THE DELTA, AVD THAT THE chséwrsz's MESSAGE
GETS THROUH TO THE PEASANTS. THE GOVERNMENT'S INFORMAT IOW

PRCGRAM IS VERY IMPORTANT. LrI"“ REPLIED THAT HE HAD.ASKED‘

ENERAL W.C. WESTMCREAND TO SUPPORT. AN “INCREASE OF -

132,222 TRCOOPS FOR THc. VIZTNAME S AR{;]Y_ (APV-\‘)“:‘-’K‘D THIS
| ADDIT ION, IF SUPPORTED 2Y THZ ANZRICANT, C-'OUl.’) GIVE THE.’ )
CORPS COMMANDERS THE ADDED TROOPS THEY N‘.c.D.
7. THIEU ASKED IF THERE b.r_'*?c. ANY EVIDENCE "IN III

AMERICANS HAD ASSISTED THEZ VC DURING THE

TZT ATTACKS. KHANG SAID ON THE CONTRARY THE REACT ION OF
U.S. ARMORED ELEMENTS IN THE

EARLY HOURS WAS ALL THAT

PREVENTED THE ENEMY FROM OVERRUNNIN

@R —

TAN SCGN NHUT A IR
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 BASE. KRANG SAID"BOTH- BEFORE AND AFTER THE ATTACK HIS.

eai'COOPuRATION FROM LIEUTENANT GENE?AL WEYAND, CHIEF, IIv'
UFIE LD FORCE, LEFT NO DOUBT IN HIQIHND OF THE AMERICAN
f.COﬂﬁ VT KHANG ADDED THAT HRML MINISTER NGUYEN VAN

53.'LOC WAS PRESE JT AT KA“NG S HOUSE DUQING THL FIRST Day OF

- THE ATTACKS AVD WAS ANARE OoF WEYAND S COMPL TE COOPLRATION

@

- THIEZU SAID IT IS POSSI3LE THAT THE U.S. MILITARY IS FULLY

3 0PPOSTD TO THE Ve BUT THAT CERTAIN OTHER LEMENTS oF B
li)‘ THE U.S. MISSION MAY NOT S3E. HE REITERATED HIS OPINION .
; THAT THE U.S. mssrou IS NOT MONOL ITHIC IN ITS vwas. : ¥ e
D KHANG SAID THAT Wr{ILE THIEU DID NOT SAY HE "ELIEVhS THE ;

RUMOR S CO\:C"-RPNTNG u . commcm, IT IS POSoIBL::. THAT
- HE FEELS IT Is. WI‘HIN TRE-REALN or TH:. POQSIBLE IHIEU | |
| SESMS VSR Y CONCERWED THAT THE u. s. GOVERNHMENT MIGHT REACH : ST

UND”RSTANDLNL WTTH THE NFLSU WITHOUT CONSULTING HIW

‘73 "t ~

5 v - i
© -AND THAT TRz MAY BE CERTAIN SECRET CHANNELS TO THE

D VC 07 WHICH THIEU IS UNAYARE, THUS, DESPITE THIEU'S 08- . - o
5 | VIOUS RISPICT FOR AND DEPZNDENCE ON THE AMERICANS HE oo ;

_RETAINS _A m:&?ageﬁm_g;f&grﬁ&ijféﬁﬁs , b 150 |

3 - 8. THIEU ASKED. IF KHANG r.XPL‘CTS Tﬁ" ENEMY ro ATTEMPT _ 3.4(b)(1) (
5 s-sy%‘sv—ﬂ S "
. - . i
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. TO ATTACK SAISON IN THE IHNED IATE FUTR- /hA\L. RtPLIr_D

1 .
WYY ¢ .

A X
THAT HE DID WOT. THIEU SAID KHANG WAS ONE or m VER Y j T B
I VISTNANESD MILITARY. mon J HAD, TROX TiE ARl r:~ ' % j o
DAYS OF TSI FIRST ATTASK, GONE 0N RECORS aeaTST 5 S{_ cows hi
JAVE S790ND ASSAULT. _KEJ.ANG SATD KT BASED NI5 OPINION {5 ;
9% DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE THAT THE 'E"-w Hm STEN HURD BADLY :é g’
' ' \ 4 5
DURLUC THE FIRST ASSAULT AND NEEDS T1a8 TG 8% poup VERNG— 7] ?t;
PRI B EAPECL S GE R ERALIVC MUY TG AR T O TR Y-S OMETH NG f o4
| SPECTACLAR ST BT FORE T HE, D ENGURAT IO AT IONAL-CONVENT IO | F §
) N ?
AND JUST, ,BEEORE,'.I,HE__U.,..._PRZSIDEF\};, IAL‘EL;_Cl 101S TRHAVE. :; ‘; ,
OPILED THAL.GIAR IS.A MASTER AT WAGING POL‘I’T‘IC&L"’W@R{:» J 'J '

FARE.-AND m's‘__Eazszwr-'-r'mmmnr -IS ATTUNSDTOTFOLIT InAl u;

DIVELCFMENTS IN THE urs. . 33 ¥

9. KHANG ADVISED THIEU TO MEET MORE FREQUENTLY |

WITH HIS YIETNANESS ILITAPY ConmAND ERS. HE SAID MOST OF

THZ SZHIOR GEZNERALS FEEL THAT THIZU HAS 3ETH 510R ING THEHN
c

AMMZ PRESIDENT. K)\'ANG SAID THAT HE HAD EZEN

iING TO ANYONZ THAT HZ WOULD NOT SAY TC THIEU, AMD

BELIZVES THAT THZ 5aAME IS TRUZ OF MCST COTHEn ZENIOR GENERALS. 1.5{¢)
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THIFU SAID HE FINDS HTS EXCHANGE OF ICEAS WITH KHANG
HELPFUL AND HE HOPES THEY WILL CONTINUE TO 2E FRANK AND
0FTN FRIENDS. THIEU ASKED IR XHANG HAD ANY OTHER SUGGES- \

S. KAANG TOLD THIEU HE QUESTIONS THE WISDOM OF MAKING

€2}

SWEZZPING Cn““”LS IN THE CORPS AREZAS AT THIS TIME SUCH A
THZ CONTZMPLATED CHANCIZIS CON NING COV RUEMENTAL DELEGLTES
; AND ?ROVINCE CHIZFS. HOWSIVIR, IF THIEU FEELS HE MUST M&KE
THIST CHANGZIS NOW HE CAN DEPEZND ON KHANG'S SUPPCRT. THIEU
SAID HE REALIZES THERE ARE TWC SIDES THE CONTEMPLATED
CAANGES AND PROMISED TO GIVE THT PROBLEM MORE CONSIDERATION.
15, FiELD DISSzM: STATE (AMBASSADOR BUNKER, POL IT ICAL
CCUNSZLOR> USMACV (GENERAL WESTMORELAND, GEZMRAL ABRANMS,

>
=
Ty
>
w
v
3)

DOR KOMER, CHIEF OF STAFF, J-2) T7id AIR FORCE

CZINZRAL MOMYER) CINCPAC PACFLT ARPAC PACAF

1.5¢)
REPORT CLASS T_ 3200
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