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1. DURING A LENGTHY PRIVATE CONVERSATION ON 1'4 

1968, PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU EXPRESSED CONCERN TO 
LIEUTENANT GENERAL LE NGUXEN KHANG, III CORPS COMMANDER, U- 
THAT SONE MEMBERS OP THE NIUITARY NIGHT TRY TO OVERTHROW 
THIEU'S GOVEQNENT. KHANG TOLD THIEU HE KNOWS THERE ARE 
MANY RUMORS THAT HE AND BRIGADIER GENERAL NGUYEN NGOC 
LOAN, DIRECTOR GENERAL OP THE NATIONAL POLICE, ARE H_ANNING 

, 

~ A COUP, BUT THE RUMORS ARE NOT TRUE. KHANG DOES NOT KNOW 
i HOW THESE RUNORS GOT STARTED BUT HE SUSPECTS SOME VC - 

CONPLICITY. IN AN EFFORT TO PREVENT SUCH RUNORS, KHANG 
SAID HE HAS BEEN AVOIDING POLITICIANS BECAUSE MANY OF ~ 

THEM ARE PRONE TO TWIST SOME REMARK HE MIGHT MAKE ABOUT 
l HIS DISSATISFACTION WITH THE GOVERNMENT INTO ALLEGATIONS 

OF COUP PLOTTING. RECENTLY KHANG TWICE REFUSED TO MEET 
NITH SENATOR DON. KHANG SAID THE PRESIDENT SHOULD NOT 

I 

INTERPRET HIS OR LOAN'S Z0 P1 3 -x RKS ABOUT THE NEED FOR STRONGER I 
. . 

AND MORE DYNAMIC GOVERNMENT AS MEANING THEY ARE PLANNING 
_ 

A COUP. PRESIDENT JOHNSON IS ALSO SUBJECT TO STRONG 
CRITICISM BY THOSE IN THE UNITED STATES WHO DISAGREE WITH
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HIS POLICIES. KHANG SAID THAT HE CALLS THE PRESENT PHASE 
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THE DEFEATIST PSYCHOLOGY OF THE FRENCH PEOPLE 
IHPOSSIBLE FOR THE FRENCH TO DEFEAT THE CONMUNISTS. 
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NY PARALLELS BETWEEN 1968 AND 1954 IN VIET- 
DURING 1954 THE FRENCH WERE WINNING MILITAWILY BUT 
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POSIURE TO LEAD we NSF; THIEU sazb HE IS F0vLL'6'=Ji':\IE'THz"'. P 

TACTIC OE PAYING LIP SERVICE TO DON‘S REQUESTS FOR SUPPORT >~ 

FOR THE NSF WHILE TRYING TO COUNTERBALQNCE IT WITH POLIICAL 
EFFORTS OF HIS OWN GENERATED BY NGUYEN VAN HUONG, SECRETARY ' 

GENERAL 0? THE PRESIDENCY, mm T_RAN vm: A.hz._O l 

THIEU SAID Foarum§r£LY THERE IS zvxbswcz 
THAT THE NSF DOES NOT HAVE THE UNQUALIFIED SUPPORT OF P 

VICE PRESIDENT NGUYEN CAD KY'S FOLLOWERS AND CITED LOANS 
AS AN ¢><AMP1-E- _¢@P"“1E=“T= 
_iKHOI HAS CODGFLAIHED THAT LOAN HAS seam "'";L¢.sx1rae THE 
NSF THROUGH THE NEWSPAPER CONG CHUNG.)_THIEU ASKED FOR 

' KHANG'S VIEW OF THE NSF. KHANG SAID HE COUEO NOT GUESS THEE 
NSE'S TRUE MOTIVES BUT HE SHARED THIEU'S SLEPICK%6 OF 

_ __ _§ 
MAI HUU XUAN. ' 
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'THEIR PRESENT CONTROL OE THE COUNTRYSIDE. THIEU SAID THAT 
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"COOPERATION FROM LIEUTENANT GENERAL WEYAND, CHIEF, II '. 
. FIELD FORCE, LEFT_NO DOUBT INIHISIHND OF THE AMERICAN 
' COMMITMENT. KHANG ADDED THAT HRME MINISTER NGUYEN VAN 
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as FEELS IT 1s»u+a1~ EREEREALMTOF THE AOSSIBLE. THIEUF 
SEEMSVERY CONCERNED THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT MIGHT REACH 
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