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¥ HW SITUATION IN VIETNAM AS oF 16@@ ZST- 1S DECE?BER 1S67 <:jj:> E/A
I. THE MILITARY SITUATION il SOUTH VEETNAM

l. NUMEROUS SMALL UMIT ENGAGENMINTS YERE RE- 5552@ i §9§M’57

PORTED IN WIDELY SCATTERED AREAS OF THE COUNTRY ON
18 DECEMSBER. A TOTAL OF NEARLY 45 SCH CLASHES IN

THE I AND II CORPS AREAS RESULTED IN 25 EHEMY KILLED latory Review
AND SEVEN CAPTURED. : fh<“'ixﬁfc>é 2\ 0
D@cmmm # D5¢

2. ON 17 DECEMBER A CIVILIAN IRREGULAR DEFENSE o
GROUP (CIDG) COMPANY RAN INTO A FIGHT IN HAU NGHIA
PROVINCE ABOUT 26 MILES NORTHWEST OF SAIGON. A
SECOND COMPANY AIRLIFTED INTO THE BATTLE AREA ALSO
CAME UNDER HEAVY FIRE. FOUR HELICOPTERS WERE DOWMNED
AND SIX WERE DAMAGED. ALLIED LOSSES WERE FIVi

KLLED AND 15 WOUNDED, AND ENEMY CASUALTIES CAME
T0 42 DEAD. |

3. THE ENEMY FORCI INVOLVED WaS PROBABLY THE
VIZT CONG 269TH MAIN FIRCE BATTALION. THE HZAVY
WEAPONS COMPANY OF THI 2S9TH IS REPORTED TO HAVE
FOUR HEAVY 12.8-M#. 4NTIAIRCRAFT GUNS. & RECENT
DEFECTOR REPORTED THAT VIET CONG UNITS IN HAU NGHI.
WERE RECEIVING TRAINING IN ANTIAIRCRAFT FIRE TECH-

NIQUES AT A SPECIAL SCHOOL LOCATED IN THE BA THU
AREA OF CAMBODIA, OPPOSITZ THE HAU NGHIA PROVINCE

-

BORDER.

«
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4, THE COMMUNISTS ARE APPARENTLY PLANNING TO

INTENSIFY NILITARY ACTIVITY IN THE SOUTHERN PORTION

OF 1 CORPS IN THE NEAR FUTURE,

MOVEMENTS BY ENEMY UNITS, AND
AGENT REPORTS ALL POINT IN THIS DIRECTLIGN.

5, A NEW COMMUNICATIONS COUPLEX, FIRST HEARD

IN ADDITICN, AN AGENT

3.3(h)(2)

HAS REPCORTED THAT THE CONMMUINIZSTS PLAN A

e
LARGE-SCALE &TTACK OW Quale NGAI THIS voiTH, g

6. A RECENT DEZFECTOR,

HaS

STATED THAT A COMBAT BATTALION

WVAS FORMED FROM AMONG THE EX-PRISOUERS. THE SO R O
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7. MOREOVER, | ‘ o 3.3()(2)

INDICATE THAT ADDITIONAL NORTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY
~ 'UNITS OR GROUPS OF REPLACEMENT PERSONNEL ARE IN
THE PROCESS OF INFILTRATING INTO THE AREA. INFOR-

-MATION CONTAINED IN A RECENTLY CAPTURED ENENMNY NOTE-
BOOX ALSO SUGGESTS THAT FUTURE MAJOR COMMUNIST OF~
FENSIVES WILL BE MOUNTED ALONG THE COA;TQL AREA

"OF CENTRAL SOUTH VIETNAM.

INCREASED ENEMY ACTIVITY EXPECTED IN THE SAIGON AREA

8. A NUMBER OF INTELLIGENCE REPORTS POINT TO
.& PERIOD OF INCREASED TERRORISM AND HARASSNMENT THIS
WEEK IN AND AROUND SAIGON, REPORTEDLY INCLUDED IN

THE COMMUNIST PLANS ARE A SERIES CF MORTAR=--AND POS-
SIBLY ROCKET--ATTACKS CN MILITARY TARGETS IN THE
CAPITAL AREA. TAN SON WBHUT AIRFIELD, WITH IS
RVNAF AND MaCV ﬁEﬁDQUARTERS COMPLEX, IS A POSSIBLE

TARGET, AS IS BIEN KOA AIR BASE, WHICH, : :3.3(h)(2)

HAS BEEN A MINOR INCREASE IN COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA

AND TERRORISM IN THE CAPITAL Il RECENT DAYS.

S, THREE COMMIMORATIVE DAYS FALL IN THE 19TH TO 22D
PERIOD. THE FIRST OF THESZ IS 19 DICEEBER OR Na-
TIONAL RESISTALCE DAY, COMMEMORATING THE COMMENCE-
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uMEMT oF THE VIET MINH{thLSIANCh AGAINST THE FREM

IN 1946, THE 7TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RATIONAL LIBERA-
TION FRONT IS ON 20 DECEMBER, AND 22 DECEMBER IS

*THE 23RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE FORMATION OF THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE ARMY,

16. THE COMMUNISTS HAVE USED SUCH 0OCCASIONS
IN THE PAST T0O STAGE DRAMATIC ATTACKS FOR A MAXIMUM

v

PROPAGANDA GAIN.
I1. POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN SCUTH VIETHAN

l. DANE DUC KHOI, NEWLY APPCINTED SPECIAL

]

4; ASSISTANT T0 VICE PRESIDENT XY, CELIEVES POLI
: DIRECTOR LOAN IS BEKIND THE RECENT UPSURGE I# ANTI-
AMERICAN EDITORIALS IN THE PRESS AND XKAS ADVISED KY

T0 RESTRAIN LOAR, | 3.3(h)(2)

KHOI REPORTEDLY MET WITH KY ON 13 DECENMBIR T0 DES-\
CUSS THZ PROBLEM AND MENTIO&ED SEVERAL INSTANCES

OF ANTI-AVERICANISM WHICH COULD BE ATTRIBUTED T0
LCAN AND HIS SUBORDINSTZ, .. DEZd, WHOM XHOI DE-
SCRIBED AS THE "MASTZIRHMIND™ OF THESE INCIDZNTS. CNE
WAS THE SERIES OF ANTI-ANERICAN ARTICLES WHICH ﬂ%ba
RECENTLY APPEARED IN THE DAILY CONG CHUNG, A PAPER
GENERALLYICONSIDERED TO BE UNDER AT LEAST A DEGREE

OF DIRECT CONTROL BY LOAN.

—ePsEeRET| d | - 3.5(c)
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2. KHOI EXPRESSED THE FEAR THAT, WHILE "THE -
LOAN - MAI DEN CAMPAIGN HAS NOT YET REACHED SERIOUS

" PROPORTIONS, CONTINUED FREE REIN FOR THEM COULD
DAMAGE US-VIETNAMESE RELATIONS AND EVEN HURT THE WAR
EFFORT. HE THEREFORE ADVISED, ]
|, THAT XY PERSUADE LOAN TO DISMISS MAI DEN AND

STOP PUBLICATION OF CONG CHUNG. KY REPORYEDLY PROM-

ISED TO TALX TO LOAN BUT SAID HE WOULD HAVE & DIFFI-
CULT TIME PERSUADING HIM TO LET HAI DEN GO. KY SAID
HE HAD TRIED THIS ONCE BEFORE TO NO AVAIL.

3. KHOI SAID HE AD ALREADY DISCUSSED TKHE

SITUATION WITH LOéNo ALTHOUGH LCAN AGREED THAT THE
AMERICANS POSED NO REAL LONG-RANWGE THREAT TC VIET-
NAMEZESE SOVERZIGNTY, THE TWO COULD REACH NO COMIMON
GROUND ON HOW 70 LESSEN SHORTER RANGE FRICTICNS WHICH
RESULT FROM THE MASSIVE AMERICAN PRESENCE. LOAN g
REPORTEDLY TOLD XHOI THAT MAI DEN WAS A DEIDICATED,
CLEVER INTELLIGENCE OFFICEZR WHO HAD DONE NOTHING
WORSE THAN CRITICIZE THE US. LOAN THEREFORE FELT

IT WOULD BE INCONGRUOUS TO-FIRE HIS SUBORDINATE

WHILE OTHERS ABOUT WHCM LOAN HAD EVIDEZNCE OF SOME
WROXNGDOING WERE XEPT ON BY THEIR SUPERIORS.
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MOBILIZATION DECREE DEFENDED BEFOREASSEMBLY

4. DEFENSE MINISTER NGUYEN VAN VY MEZT WITH BOTH
HOUSES OF THE NATIONAL ASSAMBLY ON 18 DECEMBER TO DE-

FEND THE GOVERNMENT*S PARTIAL MOBILIZATION DECREE OF
0

(2]

.24 OCTOBER. ALTHOUGH VY'S PERFORHANCE APPEARED
HAVE BEEN SATISFACTORY, ACCORDING T0O PRESS REPORTS
THE UPPER HOUSE MEETING ON 19 DECEMBER VOTED OVER-.
WHELMINGLY 70 REJECT THE GOVERNMENT®S JUSTIFICATION |
OF ITS DECREE PRELIMINARY INDICATIONS 4RE THAT THE >
GOVERNMENT®S POSITION MAY BE SUPPORTED BY THE ASSZIMBLY,
THERE IS AT LEAST ONE REPORT THAT THREE MENMBERS OF THE
LOVER HOUSE ARE CIRCULATING A DRAFT DECRZE TO SUBSTITUTE
FOR THE GOVERNMENT'S DECREE.

‘5. VY MET WITH MEMBERS OF THE UPPER HOUSE FOR

ABOUT FOUR HOURS I AN OPEW PLENARY SESSION ATTEWNDED
BY ALL 60 MEMBERS. HEZ READ A STATENINT OUTLINUNG THE
GOVZRNMENT® S PGSETZON, -0 DEIFENDED THE FCRUMER DIRECTO-
RATE'S ACTION IN PROMULEATING THE DZCREE AS LEGAL UNDER
ARTICLE 111 OF THEZ CONSTITUTION. VY MAINTAINED THAT
PROMULGATION IN OCTOBZR waS NECESSARY IN VIEW OF Al
ANTICIPATED 2968 REQUIR&MENT FOR 64,@03 ADDITIONAL MEN

AND BECAUSE OF THE NEED'TO‘éIUE THOSE WHO WILL BE AF-

FECTED AS MUCH TIME AS POSSIBLE TO MEET THE ZVENTUALITY.

4

HE ALSO ARGUZID THAT LOWERING THE DRAFT AGE FROM 20 T0
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18’ WAS A LOGICAL COURSE YOR A NATION AT WAR. HE ADﬁ"D

HOWEVER, THAT 18-YEAR-OLDS WILL NOT BE CALLED UP BE-
FQRE'THE,END OF 1968. STUDENT DEFERMENTS; HE NOTED,
WOULD BE FLEXIBLE, ALLOWING SUPERIOR STUDENTS TO
CONTINUE THEIR STUDIES. THOSE WHO wWaNT TO STUDY ABROAP
QILL BE REQUIRED TO PASS SPECIAL EX&MI“ﬁTIOﬂsg AND
THEY WILL HAVE TO PURSUE STUDIES THAT WILL BENEFIT

THE NATION.

6. THE QUESTION- AND-ANSWER PERIOD IN THE SEWNATE
WAS GENERALLY ORDERLY AND WITHOUT RANCOR. VY ANSWERED
QUZSTIONS TOUCHING ON SUCH SUBJECTS AS T#AI RATES OF
DESERTION AND DRAFT EVASION(BOTH DOUWN 38 PERCENT IN
1967 FROM 1968)3; POSTPONEMENT CF CERTAIN PARTS OF THE
MOBILIZATION DECREE UNTIL THE NATIOUAL AZCZUVBLY HAS
THE OPPORTUNITY T0 LEGALIZE THE CRDER (THEZRE 15 ¥0
LONGER A QUESTION OF AMENDING OR SUSPENDING THZI DECREE--
THE IMPORTANT THING IS T0 APPLY IT FAIRLY)j; AND THE
SUBJECT OF DRAFZ DEFERMENTS (NO FAVORS SHOULD BE GIVEN
TO SONS OF WEALYAY OR PROMINENT FAMILIES 4D A Lﬁﬂé%-
DOWN SHOULD BEZ MADE ON STUDENTS WHO USE THEIR STUDIES
70 EVADE THE DRAFT). ANOTHER QUESTION TOUCHED ON THE
POINT OF WHY THE DRAFT AGE WAS LOWERLD IF OULY A 64 ,00C-
MaN INCREASE IS NEEDED (RE?LACEMENTS ARE NEEDED FOR
CASUALTIES AND DISCHARGES AS WELL AS TO INCREASE THE
SIZE GF THE MILITARY-a AS OULY 43 PEACZNT OF ARWY'S
NEEDS WILL BE MET BY CONSCRIPTION IN 1988). SUSPICICGNS
WRE VOICED THAT THE GOVEZRNMENT USED THE KMOBILIZATION
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‘OF SPCIALISTS AS A wA QﬂO CONTROL GP°051110NISTS %

FENSE REQUIREMENTS ARE THE ONLY CONSIDERATION FOR
DRAFTING SPECIALISTS—- THEMAIN HNEED WILL BT FOR DOCTORS
UHICH ARE IN PA?TICULAR SHORT SUPPLY) .

7. VY APPEARED BEFORE A CLOSED SESSION OF THE
LOWER HOUSE ON THE AFTERNOOY OF 18 DECEISIR.| | 3.3(h)(2)

VY* S PERFORNMANCEZ WAS

AS GOOD AS THE ONE HE GAVE BEFORE THE UPPER HOUSE. -
AFTER READING A PREPARED STATEMENT, HE REPLIED TO SOME
12¢0 QUESTIONS. INQUIRIES REPORTEDLY FELL INTO THREE
BROAD CATEGORIEWGC 1) THOSE CALLEXGING THE CONSTITU-
TIONALITY OF THE DECREE ITSELF; 2> THOSE QUESTIONING
THE FAIRNESS OF THE DECREE; AND 3) THOSE RELATING T0

WHAT ACTION THE GOVERNMENT MIGHT TAKE IF THE NATIONAL

ASSEMBLY "REJECTS" THE DECREE OR REQUEST THAAT ITS

MY T

IDING TO

[ep)

APPLICATICY BE SUSPENDED. VY, IN RESP
QUESTIONS POSED, STREZZSED THE NEED FOR THZ IMMZIDIATE
APPLICATION OF THE DECIIZ. WE DECLARED, HOWEVER, THAT

e

THE GOVERNMENT uuUﬁD FOLLOY ANOTHER NOB ILIZATION LiU '

1IF ONE WERE PaSSED BY THE ASSzMBLY.

3.5(c)
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FARMER=UJORKER-SOLDIER BLOC CM THI DOYNSWING

8, THE LOWER HOUSE CONTINGENT OF THE FARMER-
WORKER-SOLDIZR BLOC KAS REPCRTEDLY ZZLIDEID TC DISBAND
FOR LACT OF ACTIVE PARTICIPATION. THZ UPPEZR HOUSE
CONTINGENT #MAY ALSO BE NEAR DISSOLVIXG.

e g ammng
9. L TIVE Sl

BERS OF THE LOWZR HOUSE GROUP MADE THEZ DEICISION TO
DIS3AND CN i» DECIN2EIR, FOLLCWIlG A SIRIZS OF MZZTINGS
WHICH WENT ALMOST UNATTENDED. THE FIVE REZPORTEDLY

O

ATTRIBUTE THEIR GROUP®S DEMISE TO THE DIMINISHING
POPULARITY OF THEBLOC'S LEADZRS, MOST OF WHOM ARZ
SENATORS. SENATOR DANG VAN SUNG AND TRAN QUOC 3Ly,
PRESIDENT OF THE VIETNIMESE COUFZDERATION OF WCRUIRS,
THEY SAY, ARE 700 PRO-AMERICAN, WHILE SEZATOR TOW
THAT DINH IS TGO PRC-BUDDHIST AND ANTIGOVERNMEINT,

THE FIVE ALSO BELIZVZ THATIR:Y Vadl DOX, PRESIDZT

OF THE BLOC, IS A GCOD AWM BUT NOT POLITICALLY ASTUTE.

12, THE BLOC IS LOSING PRESTIGE IN THE UPPER
HOUSE, ACCORDING TC SENATOR NGUYEN €IAa HIEN, LEADER
CF THE SENATE'S NATIONAL‘bEMOCRATEC SOCIALIST BLOC,
HIEN REPORTEDLY CL.INS THAT BOUA DU LUD DINH ARE

PRIMARILY NILITARY MW, UNIUTERESTED In POLITICS OR

POLITICAL PaRTY FORNMATION, HE CLAIMS Thal TRIY Caw

(e R
;N
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 ~FIND NO COMMON GROUML-WITH MEMBE RS OF OTHER UPP%« HOUSE

BLOCS AND WILL NOT DISCUSS PR@CTICH, PGLLIICse

11. ALTHOUGH HIEN"S ATTITUDE MAY BE’SLEGHTYLY
COLORED BECAUSE CF DON'S REFUSAL TO GO ALONG WITH A
PROPOSAL THAT THEIR TWO BLOCS MERGE, THERE ARE OTHE]
INDICATIONS OF DON'S POLITICAL INEPTITUDE. THIS MAY
HURT NOT ONLY HIS BLOC, BUT ALSO HIS'CHANCES FOR
ELECTION TO THE UPPER HOUSE CHAIRMANSHIP. HIEN HAS
SAID THAT HIS BLOC'S VOTES WILL GO TO SINATOR NGUYZYN
VAN HUYEN, DESPITE DON'S APPEAL FOR HIEIN'S SUPPORT.
PRESIDENT THIEU, I ADDITION, 1.5 REPORTEDLY IUDICATED
KIS PREFERENCE FOR HUYEN OVER DOl |

Iil. NORTH VIZTUAMZISE MILITARY DEVZLOPMINT ]

i

3.3(h)(2)

2. THEREZ ARE BELIEVZD 70 BE ABOUT ELEVEN
MiG-21S5 AND POSSIBLY SIVZN OR EIGHT MIG-17S AT

VARIOUS AIRFIZLIDS YITHIN NORTH VIETHAM. AT LEAST

>
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‘TWO AND POSSIBLY FOUR“w:IG=17S WERE SHOT DOWN BY .

US AIRCRAFT CANNON FIRE ON 18 AND {9 DECEMBER,

IV. OTHER COMMUNIST MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS
1o THERE IS MOTHING OF SIGNIFICANCE TO REPORT.

Vo COMMUNIST PCLITICAL DIVELIPHINTS

Lo NORTH VIETNAMIST SPOXESMEIN ABROAD CONTILuZ

WAR. THEY INSIST 7THAT AN UNCONDITIONAL CISSATION CF
THE BOMBING MUST PRECEDE ANY NIGOTIATIONS AND THAT

A SETTLEMENT MUST BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIIR TERMS,

2o IN A LENGTHY INTERVIZY WITH A WISTEIRY JOUR-
LIST LAST WEEK, TRaAN VIET UG, COUNSILGOR OF THET

€]

RORTH VIETHAMEST ¥ISSION 1IN FRANCZ, REFUSID 70 coN-
SIDER ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR ACHIEVING & SEZTTLEMENT EX-
CEIPY ON THE BASIS OF WILL-XNOWY COMMUNIST P0SITI0NS,
RZ PLACED THI ZLANZ FCR THI VAR SQUARELY O0# TH3 Ug

” TNy oA TN MR B St 1 ORAYT N Y e 4 AR AT M OT RS, At e tn i
Aawd CLAIMED diiad and AIARICAN A1 IS TQ SLSTRCY N RTH

VIETNANM'S SOVEREZIGNIY AND BRING IT INTO THE US " SPHERE

FRONT IS MUCH STRONGER THAN. THE "SAIGON CLI

U E)
3>
Y
“J
(e
t

WAS UNABLE TO AGREEZ TO0 OR TGO EVEN COMPREHIN

()

POSAL THAT THE US AUD KORTH VIZTNAM UITHDRAW Al

LEAVE A COMPROMISE GOVZRNMENT IN THEZ SOUTH.
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LT LIBERATIO% FRON ALNIVERSARY

3, THE VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS ARE USING THE
OCCASION OF THé SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING
OF THE LIBERATION FROWT TO VOICE THEIR DETERMINATION
TO PRESS ON WITH THE WaR. AT A MEZTING 1IN HANCI,

f~

FRONT AND NORTM VIZITHAMESE OFFICIALS SPOXE OF THEL
RESOLVE AND DETERMINATION TO COWTINUE THE STRGGLZ.
ONE SPOXESMAN PORTRAYED THE COMING PERICD aS ™

C
OF VIOLENT AND FIERCE BATTLES.” BUI CL’“FTD THAT THE
PEOPLE WILL MOT SHRINK FROM ANY SaCRIFICE OR TRI
AND THAT THEI HORTH ABIDES BY THE SLOGAN, "EVERYTAING

FOR THE FRATERNAL SCUTH.™

4. SIMILAR STATZMENT WERE MADE aT A GATHERING

OF FRON OFFICIALS Iy A "LIBBER

TERMED "DECEITFUL US PEACE NEGOTIATIONS.T ACCORDING

(4 3]
J)

4 -
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